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Active volcano could imperil US facilities in Italy 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — The Campi Flegrei 
supervolcano west of Naples has become 
more active and unpredictable, increas¬ 
ing the possibility that it could erupt 
near a U.S. Navy base. 

The massive subterranean volcano 
has 24 craters, covers about 90 square 
miles — half of it under the Bay of Na¬ 


ples — and abuts the town of Pozzuoli, 
where hundreds of Americans live. It’s 
about 10 miles from the Navy and NATO 
command hubs and 20 miles from the 
Navy’s main base housing. 

Scientists have observed underground 
liquids flowing into the caldera — a 
giant depression that forms when a vol¬ 
cano collapses — causing the volcano to 
grow hotter since the 1980s. Those hot 


fluids are moving east toward Naples 
instead of west toward the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea as they had done in the 
past. 

The flow raises concern about a po¬ 
tentially cataclysmic eruption closer 
to denser populations. It’s unusual 
activity for this volcano, which last 
erupted in the 16th century, said Luca 
SEE VOLCANO ON PAGE 4 
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Army Guard general 
investigated after emails 
show ties to contractor 


Okinawa-based Marine faces 6 
years in drunken-driving death 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

NAHA CITY, Okinawa — Pros¬ 
ecutors recommended six years in 
prison with hard labor for an Oki¬ 
nawa-based Marine who pleaded 
guilty Monday in the drunken- 
driving death of a 61-year-old 
Japanese man. 

Lance Cpl. Nicholas James- 
McLean, 22, was charged with 
negligent driving causing death 
and driving under the influence 
of alcohol after the Nov. 19 head- 
on collision that took the life of 
Hidemasa Taira. 

The Camp Kinser-based Ma¬ 
rine, who also faces substantial 
fines, is scheduled to be sentenced 
April 11. 

As he stood before the three- 
judge panel Monday at Naha Dis¬ 
trict Court for his one-day trial, 
James-McLean—clad in a bright- 
green T-shirt and black pants and 
flanked by court guards — ex¬ 
pressed remorse for his actions. 


Correction 

In a March 19 story, of¬ 
ficials miscalculated point 
totals at a St. Patrick’s Day 
boxing tournament held by 
U.S. Army Garrison Bavar¬ 
ia. The Stuttgart team won 
and Vilseck trailed closely 
behind. They noticed the 
mistake after the tourna¬ 
ment ended. 


He said he did not know why he 
got behind the wheel that day. 

“Stupidity,” he said. “It shouldn’t 
have happened. I know his family 
will never forgive me, and I will 
never forgive myself but all I can 
say is I’m sorry.” 

James-McLean was “slightly 
injured” in the crash, which hap¬ 
pened about 5:30 a.m. at an in¬ 
tersection in the Tomari section 
of Naha, just south of Kinser. His 
U.S. government-owned Isuzu 
Elf collided head-on with Taira’s 
minitruck. Taira later died at the 
hospital from chest wounds and 
bleeding. 

The Marine, who was off duty 
at the time, had a blood-alcohol 
content level that was three times 
Japan’s legal limit of 0.03 percent 
when he was tested four hours 
after the crash, prosecutors said. 
They believe James-McLean’s 
BAG may have been as much as 
five times over Japan’s limit. All 
50 U.S. states have set 0.08 as 
the legal limit for driving under 
the influence or driving while 
impaired. 

During Monday’s proceedings, 
prosecutors recounted James- 
McLean’s actions that night, say¬ 
ing he consumed alcohol on base 
and at a Chatan bar before re¬ 
turning to Kinser after midnight. 
The next morning, he got into a 
U.S. government-owned vehicle 
he used for his job in the mainte¬ 
nance department. 

“Driving a motor vehicle under 
such conditions is extremely dan¬ 
gerous and his fault is serious,” 
prosecutors said during the trial. 


“It is clear there is no fault with 
the victim who was on his way to 
work at the time.” 

Prosecutors then played a 
video of the crash captured by an¬ 
other motorist. It showed James- 
McLean going through a red light. 
Taira had a green arrow and was 
in the process of taking a right- 
hand turn. 

Taira’s family called for a “se¬ 
vere” punishment in the case, 
prosecutors said. 

James-McLean’s attorney, 
Tetsu Amakata, asked the court 
to rule on the merits of the case 
and not punish his client more se¬ 
verely for being American. 

News of Taira’s death spurred a 
wave of anti-American sentiment 
on the small island prefecture, 
which already has a potent anti¬ 
base protest movement. In re¬ 
sponse, U.S. Forces Japan banned 
the purchase and consumption 
of alcohol for the approximately 
50,000 U.S. troops deployed across 
Japan, imposed a strict midnight- 
to-5 a.m. curfew for Japan-based 
servicemembers and canceled all 
liberty on Okinawa. 

The ban was relaxed on Nov. 30, 
allowing U.S. troops to once again 
purchase alcoholic beverages on 
base and drink them in their on- 
or off-base homes. USFJ’s Japan¬ 
wide curfew, which applies only 
to lower enlisted servicemembers 
and runs from 1 to 5 a.m., went 
back into effect the following 
month. 

Freelance reporter Chiyomi Sumida 
contributed to this report, 
burke.matt(I>stripes.corn 


By Tom Vanden Brook 

USA Today 

WASHINGTON — A general 
who initially escaped sanction for 
living rent-free in the home of a 
defense contractor after the Pen¬ 
tagon’s inspector general cleared 
him is under criminal investiga¬ 
tion, USA Today learned. 

Army National Guard Brig. 
Gen. Michael Bobeck was fired 
in 2016 but 
military 
criminal in¬ 
vestigators 
have been 
investigating 
him, includ¬ 
ing exam¬ 
ining his 
emails, for at 
least a year, 
according to 
Bobeck an official 
familiar 

with the case but unable to speak 
about it publicly. 

Bobeck’s Army lawyer, Lt. Col. 
Jeremy Larchick, said he does 
not typically comment on crimi¬ 
nal investigations. Bobeck was 
not available for comment. 

Some of Bobeck’s emails, which 
were obtained by USA Today, 
show that he was made aware that 
Sikorsky, the maker of the Black 
Hawk, the Army’s workhorse 
transport helicopter, was inter¬ 
ested in discussions between the 
Army and National Guard on how 
to divide the fleet of helicopters. 
The emails date to 2015 when 
Sikorsky and the National Guard 
were pushing the Pentagon to buy 
more Black Hawks. 

In 2016, Bobeck was fired from 


his post on the Joint Staff for 
having an extramarital affair, a 
violation of military law. At the 
time, USA Today reported that 
Bobeck had also lived rent-free in 
the home of a defense contractor. 
That prompted Sen. Claire Mc- 
Caskill, D-Mo., to ask the Penta¬ 
gon inspector general to examine 
Bobeck’s relationship with Pe- 
duzzi Associates Ltd., a business 
consulting firm with offices near 
the Pentagon. 

The inspector general deter¬ 
mined that the gift of housing was 
acceptable because Bobeck had a 
long-standing relationship with 
an executive at the firm. 

However, the emails Bobeck 
received from Peduzzi and Sikor¬ 
sky triggered renewed interest by 
Pentagon criminal investigators, 
according to the first official and 
another Defense official familiar 
with the case but not authorized 
to speak publicly about it. 

Spokesmen for Peduzzi and 
Sikorsky were not available for 
comment. 

Just what Bobeck is being in¬ 
vestigated for remains unknown. 

“This case raises a lot of con¬ 
cerns and always deserved more 
attention,” said Scott Amey, gen¬ 
eral counsel for the Project on 
Government Oversight, a good- 
government watchdog group. 
“The reports that Brig. Gen. Bo¬ 
beck received emails from con¬ 
tractors involving Black Hawk 
helicopters should trigger an eth¬ 
ics review to determine if he was 
influenced in his government 
responsibilities and violated the 
public trust.” 
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‘No assembly line here’ 



Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 

Workers walk through the Heavy Equipment Division maintenance bay at Camp Carroll, South Korea, on March 6. 



Heavy Equipment 
Division keeps the 
US Army rolling on 
Korean Peninsula 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP CARROLL, South Korea 

U nited States tanks, Humvees and 
trucks that break down in South 
Korea don’t stay out of the fight 
for long, thanks to a massive 
repair shop near the southeastern city of 
Daegu. 

The Heavy Equipment Division at Camp 
Carroll can service almost every vehicle in 
the Army’s inventory. 

“If there’s a piece of equipment that the 
unit’s having an extremely long time to 
troubleshoot or repair... they send it here,” 
said the division’s chief, Matthew Tassin. 

The centerpiece of the site — which in¬ 
cludes paint shops, road-test facilities and 
lots filled with newly refurbished vehicles 
— is a massive, 141,782-square-foot, H- 
shaped hangar built in 1964. After the 
break whistle blows, more than 250 Korean 
mechanics pour in and hustle to about 30 
broken-down vehicles, mending them with 
wrenches and blow torches. 

“There’s no assembly line here,” Tassin 
said of the workshop. 

It’s easy to see why. Almost no two pieces 
are alike. The mechanics were working on 
vehicles ranging from Abrams tanks to fuel 
trucks and mine-clearing claws when Stars 
and Stripes visited earlier this month. 

When equipment arrives, one or two me¬ 
chanics are assigned to it. They might strip 
it down and build it back up before checking 
the work to make sure it’s up to standard. 
Repaired vehicles are repainted and sent 
back to units, Tassin said. 

Fixing a Humvee takes about 66 days, 
while a tank takes 79. That’s much less than 
it would take to ship it back to the States, 
Tassin said. “It means something (to our 
workers); it’s value to them,” he said of their 
speed and craftsmanship. 

Out of 400 projects that go through the 
facility each year only a tenth of 1 percent 
are kicked back, Tassin said. That record 
makes the division the top repair shop out 
of a dozen similar facihties in the Army. 
The Carroll shop has the same rating as the 
Army’s stringent aviation repair shop. 

It’s so good that Marines on Okinawa, 
Japan, are sending some of their gear there 
to be fixed. The facility’s hose fabrication 
shop, which Tassin called a “top seller,” is 
another point of pride, with orders coming 
in from as far away as Hawaii and Europe. 

Along with time, the workshop saves the 
Army money. A cost-sharing agreement 
means 71 percent of labor costs are covered 
by South Korea, along with any equipment 
and tools bought from Korean vendors. 

Tassin said the Heavy Equipment Divi¬ 
sion also has a mqjor wartime function, 
while during peacetime it helps service the 
prepositioned war stock at Camp Carroll 
and Busan, South Korea. 

During a war, the division would add 
thousands of Korean civilian reservists and 
begin doling out that equipment to freshly 
arriving troops. 
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^You can now characterize Campi Flegrei as being like a 
boiling pot of soup beneath the surface. ^ 


Volcano: 

Residents 
fascinated 
but wary 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

De Siena, a geophysicist at the Uni¬ 
versity of Aberdeen in Scotland. 

“It’s becoming more dangerous 
because it’s becoming more un¬ 
predictable,” De Siena told Stars 
and Stripes. 

Last year, De Siena and a team 
of researchers were the first to 
prove magma had formed under 
Pozzuoli, creating a hot zone that 
stokes the volcano. 

“You can now characterize 
Campi Flegrei as being like a 
boiling pot of soup beneath the 
surface,” De Siena wrote. 

A catastrophic eruption is not 
imminent and probably won’t hap¬ 
pen for many years, said Christo¬ 
pher Kilburn, a volcanologist at 
University London College. 

Still, authorities should be pre¬ 
pared for an emergency response, 
he said. 

The worst-case scenario would 
be an explosive eruption similar 
in scale to Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 
79, which destroyed Pompeii and 
nearby Herculaneum. 

Molten magma would incin¬ 
erate everything in its path for 
at least 5 miles, and fiery rocks, 
spewed from the volcano like pro¬ 
jectiles, could damage buildings 
and power sources and endanger 
people for thousands of miles, Kil¬ 
burn said. 

A smaller eruption is more like¬ 
ly, he said, adding that it’s impos¬ 
sible to predict the magnitude. 

The volcano would give clear 
signals before it blows — such as 
tremors or geysers forming — al¬ 
lowing people time to evacuate, 
De Siena said. Scientists at the 
Vesuvius Observatory keep con¬ 
stant watch on the Campi Flegrei, 
Mount Vesuvius and Ischia vol¬ 
canoes. Founded in 1841, the 
observatory is the world’s oldest 
volcanology institute. 

The Navy has estabhshed an 
emergency notification system 
to alert personnel of any dan¬ 
ger in the region, said Lt. Pete 
Pagano, Naples base command 
spokesman. 

It is not the first time the US. 
military has had to factor a vol¬ 
cano into its overseas operations. 
The 1991 eruption of Mount Pina- 
tubo forced the evacuation of tens 
of thousands of US. personnel 
from Clark Air Base and Naval 
Base Subic Bay in the Philip¬ 
pines, effectively ending decades 
of US. presence there after a po¬ 
litical agreement on returning fell 


A Campi Flegrei crater blows steam from a hillside above a parking lot in Pozzuoli, Italy, on Friday. 


apart. 

So far, Italian officials have not 
declared any areas around Poz¬ 
zuoli as red zones, which would 
bar anyone from living there, Pa¬ 
gano said. Some areas near Vesu¬ 
vius are red-zoned. 

On social media, area residents 
expressed a mixture of fascina¬ 
tion and wariness about living 
near a volcano creeping toward 
eruption. Pozzuoh resident Staci 
Lindblad, whose husband is a ci¬ 
vilian cybersecurity technician, 
described it as “unnerving.” 

“My husband almost died in 
the Washington Navy Yard shoot¬ 
ing a few years back,” Lindblad 
said. “Interruption of your life 
can come any time. We took cal¬ 
culated risks coming here a few 
months ago, aware of the dangers 
of volcanoes, air pollution, soil is¬ 
sues, crime. Some experiences 
are worth risking for.” 

Campi Flegrei, which trans¬ 
lates as “burning fields,” is part 
of a “Ring of Fire” stretching 
from the Bay of Naples to Sicily. 
It includes Mount Etna, Europe’s 
largest active volcano, and sev¬ 
eral undersea volcanos. 

Campi Flegrei’s last massive 


eruption occurred about 12,000 
years ago. The last significant 
eruption was in 1538, when 
magma flooded the sea floor, 
forming the 1,500-foot-high cin¬ 
der cone called Mount Nuovo. 

In the late 1960s, the volcano 
triggered a series of tremors. 
The earthquakes became serious 
enough for tens of thousands of 
area residents to evacuate in 1970 
and 1983. Milder tremors contin¬ 
ue to this day. 

A rock layer prevents magma 
from rising to the surface, which 
helps suppress an eruption, Kil¬ 
burn said. It also blocks research¬ 
ers from seeing all that the magma 
is doing, he said. 

“The reality is that living on top 
of the most dangerous caldera in 
the world can be worrisome if you 
are so inclined,” said Giovanna 
Vasallo Grimes, a Naples native 
and former US. military contrac¬ 
tor. “Like any natural catastro¬ 
phe, there is only so much you can 
do, and worrying about it will only 
shorten your life and certainly 
won’t change the outcome.” 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wylandstripes 


Luca De Siena 

geophysicist 


Another of Campi Flegrei’s 24 craters blows sulphurous steam by a 
Volkswagen dealership. 
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German police: 
Mover stole from 
servicemembers 



Midshipman Alejandro Carriazo, left, looks at a navigational chart in February aboard YP705. 

Seamanship is still at core 
of Naval Academy training 


By Rachael Pacella 
The (Annapolis, Md.) Capital 

In October, the Navy published 
a review of “Recent Surface 
Force Incidents,” highlighting 
avoidable collisions involving the 
USS Fitzgerald and the USS John 
S. McCain that led to the deaths 
of 17 sailors. 

The review found that profi¬ 
ciency in seamanship and navi¬ 
gation competes for time and 
attention with other duties — and 
gaps exist in how those skills are 
provided and tested. 

Seamanship and navigation are 
the core of what officers will do 
when they go to sea, according to 
the United States Naval Acade¬ 
my’s seamanship and navigation 
chair, Cmdr. Chad Graham. And 
while the time midshipmen spend 
in seamanship and navigation 
courses has gone down since his 
days at the academy as other pri¬ 
orities, like cyberwarfare, have 
emerged, the 1998 graduate said 
the courses he is responsible for 
are what makes the Naval Acad¬ 
emy naval. 

Fundamentals of seaman¬ 
ship, basic navigation, advanced 
navigation and junior practicum 
courses are all part of the school’s 
core curriculum. 

Graham is teaching two cours¬ 
es this semester, one for plebes 
and one for seniors. For the se¬ 
niors, it’s less academic rigor and 
more advice from an experienced 
sailor to a novice, he said. 

“These are the things I’ve done 
to be successful. This is my advice 
to you on your first day aboard,” 
he said. 

He also reinforces the impor¬ 
tance of being a capable mariner. 

“I reteach them the rules of the 
road again to make sure they’re 
going out fresh,” he said. 

Every word matters — the un¬ 
derstanding between the mean¬ 
ing of “may” and “shall” is huge, 
he said. 

“To teach them where that hap- 



Midshipmen learn seamanship 
skills aboard Yard Patrol craft 
at the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Md. 

pens in the rules, and making 
sure they understand where they 
have to do something, and where 
it’s just best practice to do some¬ 
thing,” he said. 

Graham can teach students 
concepts like relative motion in¬ 
side one of the school’s bridge 
simulators and also practice con¬ 
tact management — how to deal 
with other vessels on the water. 

“We don’t have signal lights 
out here and we don’t have traffic 
lanes,” he said. 

The faux bridge is surrounded 
by a panoramic screen, and the 
horizon line moves with the sim¬ 
ulated vessel. It’s not unheard of 
for people to get seasick. A quick 
call to a nearby control room, and 
Graham can change the location, 
weather, waves and type of vessel 
being simulated. The simulator 
was upgraded recently, he said, 
part of a constant process to have 
the best training possible. 

“The more realistic I can make 
it in here, the better off I am,” he 
said. 

But the academy has another 
tool that offers a level of realism a 
simulator can’t match — its Yard 


Patrol craft. The ships, moored 
at Naval Support Activity An¬ 
napolis, have been used at the 
academy for decades to support 
what midshipmen learn in the 
classroom about how to operate a 
vessel at sea. 

The review of the collisions 
called for an evaluation of how 
Yard Patrol craft are used across 
officer accession programs like 
at the academy. Officials said the 
evaluation also should look at the 
feasibility of expanding Yard Pa¬ 
trol craft use and other training 
programs to ensure every naval 
officer gets the core competencies 
laid out in the Officer Profession¬ 
al Core Competencies Manual. 

As Graham gave a tour of one 
of the vessels recently, midship¬ 
men were checking charts and 
courses and were gathering for 
a navigation briefing in an on¬ 
board classroom and lounge. 

Three boats, each with 30 mid¬ 
shipmen and a crew, were sched¬ 
uled to travel to Philadelphia the 
first weekend in March, and the 
midshipmen were gathered to 
practice ahead of that cruise. 

They were to practice basic 
navigation and ship-handling re¬ 
quirements, to work on maneu¬ 
vering ships in a column and to 
test out crew rotations to ensure 
each watch team is proficient. 

The academy conducts three 
weekend cruises per semester to 
ports like Baltimore, Philadel¬ 
phia and Norfolk, Va., with two to 
four craft each. 

“They’re going to find out where 
they’re not good, work through 
some of those faults as a team and 
see where they need to do a little 
more work before they sail over 
the horizon,” Graham said. 

Having a plan that everyone 
knows is key — that way if they 
go off course, everyone can work 
through the problem. 

“If everyone has a piece of the 
plan, they can back each other 
up,” he said. 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

A moving company employee 
has been arrested after allegedly 
stealing at least $37,000 in goods 
from US. military families mov¬ 
ing out of their homes in Germa¬ 
ny, German police said Monday. 

The suspect, who police have 
identified as 43-year-old male, 
worked for a moving company 
contracted to move US. personnel 
and their families from US. bases 
and neighborhoods in Bavaria. 

The suspect stole Army uni¬ 
forms, medals, jewelry, knives 
and other valuables, Auerbach 
police said in a statement. Last 
year alone, the suspect sold 460 
stolen items for a total of about 
$20,000, police said. 

The suspect may have stolen 
upward of $100,000 in goods, 
though it may be difficult to prove 
that high a figure, said Andreas 
Mueller, a detective with the Au¬ 
erbach police. 

“It will take at least another six 
months until the investigation is 
completed,” Mueller said. 

The victims of the theft lived in 
the Bavarian towns of Amberg, 
Vilseck, Freyung, Eschenbach, 
Ursensollen, Hohenfels, Weiden, 
Hargestein, Grafenwoehr, Man¬ 
tel and Velburg, police said. 

In a raid on the suspect’s resi- 


By Brian Murphy 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The tiny 
Eastern North Carolina commu¬ 
nity of Atlantic has joined a grow¬ 
ing list of military areas across 
the country affected by contami¬ 
nated drinking water. 

The Navy is providing bottled 
water after two private groundwa¬ 
ter wells in Atlantic, an unincor¬ 
porated area in Carteret County 
with a population of less than 600, 
tested positive for elevated levels 
of cancer-causing chemicals. At¬ 
lantic sits on the Core Sound, just 
west of the Outer Banks. 

The chemicals, perfluorooc- 
tane sulfonate, or PFOS, and per- 
fluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA, are 
used to make products more stain- 
resistant, waterproof and non¬ 
stick, and they appear in common 
household products such as cook¬ 
ware, carpets, food packaging and 
clothes, according to the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 

They also are found in fire¬ 
fighting foam used by the De¬ 
partment of Defense beginning 
in the 1970s. 


dence last month, Auerbach po¬ 
lice said they found 300 items that 
the suspect, a Hungarian national 
who has lived in Germany since 
2015, could not prove he owned. 
About 50 items were clearly US. 
Army property, police said. 

Military police are trying to 
identify property owners, but 
German police said it would be 
difficult because most of the own¬ 
ers no longer live in Germany. 

Army officials were not im¬ 
mediately available for comment 
Monday. 

The moving company’s owner 
learned from customers that 
some items were missing and 
began his own investigation ear¬ 
lier this year, police said. 

The owner checked eBay and 
found a lot of Army equipment 
available for sale with a seller in 
Auerbach, which is about 15 miles 
from an Army base in Vilseck. 

Using a false name, the owner 
sent a message to the seller and 
found out that it was his employ¬ 
ee, police said. 

The owner informed police, 
who arrested the suspect in Feb¬ 
ruary after he finished work. The 
suspect has since been released 
on about $3,000 bail. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer H. 

Svan contributed to this report. 
kioeckner.marcus@stripes.com 


The Navy tested more than 
250 wells near Marine Corps 
Outlying Landing Field Atlan¬ 
tic, a World War Il-era field now 
used for helicopter training. The 
landing field supports training 
operations for Marine Corps Air 
Station Cherry Point. 

“We are doing further testing 
on the airfield to see if we can 
detect anything on the airfield,” 
said Mike Barton, a Cherry Point 
spokesman. “What we want to do 
is find out if there’s any on the air¬ 
field or if we can find a link. Are 
we causing it? It’s going to take 
a lot more study to determine 
whether the detection in the com¬ 
munity is linked to the airfield.... 
It’s a hunt. It’s an investigation.” 

North Carolina also is dealing 
with air and water pollution from 
GenX, an unregulated chemical 
that the company Chemours pro¬ 
duced commercially in the Fay¬ 
etteville area as a replacement 
for the toxic PFOA. The company 
spilled the chemical into the Cape 
Fear River for years, according 
to the state. The river provides 
drinking water for residents from 
Fayetteville to Wilmington. 


Tainted drinking water 
found outside NC base 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

European Union condemns 
Turkish campaign in Syria 



Hasan Kirmizitas, DHA-Depo Photos/AP 


Free Syrian Army soldiers, backed by Turkey, patrol in the city 
center of Afrin, northwestern Syria, early Sunday. 


By Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The European 
Union’s top diplomat criticized 
Turkey on Monday over its mili¬ 
tary offensive in a northern Syr¬ 
ian town, calling on Ankara to 
ensure that fighting eases in the 
conflict-torn country. 

The appeal came as looting 
was widely reported in the town 
captured a day earlier by Turk¬ 
ish troops and allied Syrian fight¬ 
ers, according to residents and 
monitors. Meanwhile, Turkey’s 
state-run news agency said 11 
people — seven civilians and four 
Turkish-backed Syrian fighters 
— were killed in an explosion in 
a building in Afrin town center 
as it was being cleared of booby 
traps. Anadolu News agency said 
the bomb was reportedly left by 
Syrian Kurdish fighters. 

On Sunday, Turkish troops and 
Syrian opposition fighters allied 
with Ankara marched into Afrin, 
nearly two months after Turkey 
began its offensive on the enclave. 
Turkey considers the Syrian 
Kurdish militia in Afrin a “ter¬ 
rorist” group and an extension 
of its own Kurdish insurgency 
within Turkey. 

“I am worried about this,” EU 
foreign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini told reporters in Brus¬ 
sels on Monday, in reference to 
Turkey’s offensive in Afrin. She 
said that international efforts in 
Syria are supposed to be “aiming 
at de-escalating the military ac¬ 
tivities and not escalating them.” 

Turkey views the local Kurd¬ 
ish militia, the People’s Defense 
Units or YPG, as a threat to its 


national security and has vowed 
to push it out of the district and 
away from its borders. The YPG 
retreated amid the swift Turkish 
offensive on Afrin’s town center 
and vowed to start a “new phase” 
of fighting against the Turkish 
troops and allied fighters. 

Meanwhile, Afrin residents 
and the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
reported widespread looting 
and pillaging soon after Turkish 
troops and allied Syrian fighters 
marched into the town center. 
The Observatory said the pillag¬ 
ing began on Sunday. 

Images have emerged of 
torched stores, men in uniforms 
and others in civilian clothes 
walking out of homes with full 
loads of bales, while others were 
seen driving away with tractors 


and agriculture supplies. 

A Syrian commander with the 
Free Syrian Army, which cap¬ 
tured the district along with Turk¬ 
ish forces, blamed “thieves” for 
the looting. Moataz Raslan, a com¬ 
mander with the ESA, said a unit 
for protection of property has been 
formed to prevent further theft. 

Thousands of Afrin residents, 
many of whom had earher fled 
from the villages near the border 
with Turkey to the town center, 
streamed out of Afrin before the 
Turkish troops entered. Lines of 
vehicles and civilians on foot head¬ 
ed toward Syrian government- 
controlled areas to the south or 
other Kurdish-controlled areas. 

Jiwan Mohamed, a doctor who 
worked at Afrin hospital, said the 
news from inside Afrin and im¬ 
ages of looting were disturbing. 


The central Afrin hospital was 
bombed before the town center 
was captured, he said. The doctor 
said he learned from contacts with 
those still inside Afrin that more 
buildings were being burned. 

Azad Mohamed, an Afrin resi¬ 
dent who arrived Sunday in a 
region in the east of Syria after 
two days on the road, said looting 
began even before they entered the 
town center, in adjacent villages. 

“If they have not yet stolen my 
things, they will in an hour,” he 
said. “We knew they would only 
leave the walls.” 

Mohamed blamed the Syrian 


Kurdish YPG militia for failing 
to help people evacuate the town 
earlier with their belongings. 

Syrian Kurdish officials have 
said that more than 800 YPG 
fighters have been killed in the 
58 days of fighting for Afrin and 
estimated that 500 civilians were 
killed. The Observatory puts the 
number of casualties at over 280 
civilians, adding that more than 
1,500 Kurdish fighters have been 
killed since Jan. 20. Turkey says 
it has taken all measures to avoid 
civilian casualties. Turkey says 
46 of its soldiers were killed in the 
offensive. 


Syrian president visits troops on the front lines near capital 



Syrian Presidency Facebook Page/AP 


Syrian President Bashar Assad, center, speaks with Syrian troops 
during his visit to the front line in the nevriy captured areas of 
eastern Ghouta, near the capital, Damascus, Syria, on Sunday. 


Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrian 
President Bashar Assad visited 
troops Sunday on the front line 
in the newly captured areas of 
eastern Ghouta, near the capital, 
Damascus, hailing their recent 
advances as a part of a larger bat¬ 
tle against global terrorism. 

Standing in a neighborhood 
street, Assad congratulated his 
troops during the visit broadcast 
on state-run Al-Ikhbariya TV. 
“We are proud of you,” he said. 

He told the soldiers that they 
are not only fighting for the re¬ 
gion but also to rid the world of 
terrorism. 

“With every bullet you fire at a 
terrorist, you change the balance 
in the world,” Assad said. Syria’s 
government views all its opposi¬ 
tion as terrorists. 

Assad’s visit comes on the 
week the war enters its eighth 
year, a war that has devastated 
large parts of Syria and dis¬ 
placed nearly half of the popula¬ 
tion. What started as peaceful 
protests against his family’s long 


rule turned into a civil war after 
a heavy crackdown. The govern¬ 
ment fought the opposition for 
years, using its air force and ar¬ 
tillery and solicited help from its 
Russian and Iranian allies, who 
threw their weight behind Assad. 

Recapturing eastern Ghouta, a 
short drive away from the Syrian 
capital, would mark the biggest 
victory yet for President Bashar 
Assad in the country’s civil war. 
The area has been under rebel 
control since 2012. It would also 
be the worst setback for rebels 
since the opposition was ousted 
from eastern Aleppo in late 2016 
after a similar siege and bombing 
campaign. 

Assad stood near a tank and 
was surrounded by soldiers on 
a street in eastern Ghouta, the 
region near Damascus where a 
government offensive has been 
underway over the past month. 
The soldiers cheered and pumped 
fists in the air. 

Assad, who wore a suit with 
no tie, smiled and stopped for 
chats with soldiers. Some soldiers 


posed with him, taking selfies. It 
was not clear where in eastern 
Ghouta that Assad was. 

Assad then climbed on top of 
a tank and looked around before 
stepping down, also surrounded 
by soldiers. He told them the 


residents of the capital, who 
have come under repeated fire 
and shelling from the rebel-held 
areas, appreciate the soldiers’ 
advances. 

He later went on to meet with 
a group of newly evacuated resi¬ 


dents from eastern Ghouta 

The images were also posted on 
Assad’s official social media sites. 
“On the front lines in eastern Gh¬ 
outa, President Assad with the 
heroes of the Arab Syrian Army,” 
the Presidency page said. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights said 
the Syrian government is now in 
control of more than 80 percent of 
the area. 

Earlier Sunday, state media 
said Syrian troops had entered 
Saqba, a town in a southern pock¬ 
et of eastern Ghouta. 

It was the latest town to be cap¬ 
tured by the Syrian troops and al¬ 
lied militia in a swift advance over 
the last few days. Al-Ikhbariya TV 
hailed it as a “m^or victory.” 

Over the past week, Syrian 
troops and allied fighters divided 
the sprawling eastern Ghouta 
region into three parts, isolating 
residential areas and facilitat¬ 
ing the military advance. Tens of 
thousands of residents have fled 
the southern pocket of eastern 
Ghouta. 
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2 hurt in Austin biast activated by trip wire 


By Claire Z. Cardona, Jackie Wang 
AND Tom Steele 
The Dallas Morning News 

AUSTIN, Texas — Two people were 
wounded in an explosion Sunday night in 
an Austin neighborhood that was set off by 
a tripwire, and police are working to deter¬ 
mine whether the blast is connected to the 
recent string of deadly package bombings 
in the city. 

The victims — two white men in their 
20s — were wounded about 8:30 p.m. in the 
4800 block of Dawn Song Drive, southwest 
of downtown Austin. The injuries were not 
thought to be life-threatening, Austin-Tra- 
vis County EMS said. 

Interim police Chief Brian Manley said 
during an overnight news conference that 
it was “very possible” that the explosion 
had been set off by someone “handling, 
kicking or coming in contact with a trip 
wire.” 

“That changes things,” he said. “Our 
safety message to this point has been in¬ 
volving the handling of packages, and 
telling this community, ‘Do not handle 
packages, do not pick up packages, do not 


disturb packages.’ 

“We now need to have an extra level of 
vigilance and pay attention to any suspi¬ 
cious device, whether it be a package, a 
bag, a backpack — anything that looks out 
of place — and please do not approach it.” 

Manley said that the device involved 
in Sunday night’s blast was left alongside 
the road. The victims were on bicycles, or 
pushing them, when the device exploded, 
he said. 

On “Good Morning America” later Mon¬ 
day morning, Manley confirmed the explo¬ 
sive was set off by a trip wire and said the 
device showed “a different level of skill.” 

Residents within a half-mile radius of 
Dawn Song Drive and Republic of Texas 
Boulevard in the Travis Country neighbor¬ 
hood were asked to remain in their homes 
and wait for instructions. 

Manley said it likely would be daylight 
before officials could declare the area 
safe. 

Late Sunday and into Monday morning, 
law enforcement officials worked to sweep 
the community. They cleared a suspicious 
backpack that had been found in the area 


of the explosion. 

Before dawn, police sent out a cellphone 
alert asking residents to remain indoors. 
Austin ISD said it would not be sending 
school buses into the neighborhood and that 
absences and tardies would be excused. 

Jerry Schmidt, president of the Woods at 
Travis Country homeowner’s association, 
said he did not hear Sunday’s explosion 
but that a relative with diminished hearing 
did. 

“It concerns me because I want to keep 
my neighborhood safe. I can’t believe this 
is going on here,” Schmidt said. 

Shonda Mace, who lives on nearby Can- 
yonwood Drive, heard the sirens but not 
the explosion. 

“Travis Country is a safe neighborhood. 
Things like this don’t happen here and it’s 
really terrifying,” she said. “It just doesn’t 
happen here. It’s in a state of shock.” 

In the three bombings earlier this month, 
which killed two people and injured two 
others, a box or package was left on or near 
the front porch of the victims’ homes, ac¬ 
cording to law enforcement. 

On March 2, Anthony Stephan House, 


39, was killed at his home in the 1100 block 
of Haverford Drive. 

Ten days later, Draylen Mason, 17, was 
killed and his 41-year-old mother was in¬ 
jured when she opened a package left on 
the front porch of her home in the 4800 
block of Oldfort Hill Drive. 

Later that morning, a 75-year-old woman 
was injured when she handled a package 
near her home in the 6700 block of Galindo 
Street. 

The names of the two injured women 
have not been released. Authorities think 
the three incidents are related. 

A $115,000 reward is being offered for in¬ 
formation leading to the arrest and convic¬ 
tion of the person or people responsible. 

On Saturday, a 26-year-old man was ar¬ 
rested after a bomb threat was emailed to 
South by Southwest festival organizers. 
That threat led to the cancellation of a con¬ 
cert by the Roots on Saturday night. 

Police searched the area and said they 
found no danger to the public. Authori¬ 
ties also said the incident did not appear 
to be connected to the string of explosions 
around the capital. 


4 people injured when trains collide, derail in Kentucky 


By Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

GEORGETOWN, Ky.—Two freight trains 
collided and derailed in Kentucky shortly 
before midnight, injuring four people and 
igniting a fire that forced nearby residents 
to evacuate, authorities said Monday. 

Nearby residents were evacuated “out of 
an abundance of caution after the crash was 
reported at 11:14 p.m., Lexington Fire Lt. 
Jessica Bowman told The Associated Press. 
Bowman said she couldn’t confirm what 
substance had spilled and was burning, but 
the people were allowed to return home 
once safety risks were ruled out. 

Police told the Scott County School su¬ 
perintendent, Kevin Hub, to open schools as 
emergency shelters, and buses were sent to 
the neighborhood to collect people without 
transportation. Hub said he could see smoke 
billowing from the scene and they were 
prepared to receive hundreds of people. 
The Red Cross arrived with snacks. Shortly 
after many residents arrived, they were able 


to return home. 

Bowman said she had no information about 
the four injured people and their conditions. 
The crash remains under investigation. 

At Lemons Hill Elementary, Christina 
Griffin said she was asleep when neigh¬ 
bors called her about 11:30 p.m. to say they 
needed to evacuate. As she and her son were 
leaving, an officer warned them to get out of 
the neighborhood, she said. 

Betty Boyer had just lain down when 
she heard what she thought was something 
exploding. 

“We thought, ‘What the hell was that? Was 
it a train? Was it a trailer?’ We didn’t see any 
smoke,” she said. Then she then got a call 
from her son in Missouri asking if they were 
being evacuated. He’d apparently received a 
message from a friend who saw news of the 
accident on Facebook, she said. 

She grabbed her purse and a pillow and 
headed over to the elementary school. 

“I’m supposed to be up at 6 a.m. in the 
morning to go to work,” she said. “That ain’t 
happening.” 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


Debris lies on the ground Monday at the site of a train accident in Georgetown, Ky. 
Two freight trains collided and derailed shortly before midnight Sunday. 
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Students return 
to university after 
collapse of bridge 



Jennifer Kay/AP 


Six crosses are placed at a makeshift memorial on the Florida 
International University campus in Miami on Saturday near the scene 
of a pedestrian bridge collapse that killed six people. 


By Carli Teproff 
AND Monique O. Madan 
Miami Herald 

MIAMI — The beginnings of 
a memorial to the six people who 
died in the collapse of a bridge 
at Florida International Univer¬ 
sity appeared Sunday — a single 
bouquet of flowers and six small 
wooden crosses on cords hung 
from a wall and held in place by 
pieces of rubble. 

The impromptu memorial is 
sure to grow as FIU students re¬ 
turn to school from spring break 
Monday, the first day of classes 
since the bridge crashed down 
Thursday. Members of the col¬ 
lege community and of the public 
will be asked to pause at 1:47 p.m. 
to mark the moment the pedes¬ 
trian bridge collapsed last week, 
killing six people and injuring at 
least nine more. 

“It’s going to take time for us 
and our community to heal,” 
President Mark Rosenberg said 
in a video shared Sunday after¬ 
noon. “Please join us wherever 
you are and keep the victims and 
the families in your thoughts.” 

A vigil is scheduled Wednesday 
on campus. 

Also on Sunday, the final vic¬ 
tim, Brandon Brownfield, was 
identified, hours after the last 
body was removed from under 
the bridge. Previously, authorities 


identified the five other people 
who were killed when the bridge 
fell on top of cars stopped at a red 
light: Alexa Duran, the only FIU 
student who was killed; Navaro 
Brown, a bridge worker; Osvaldo 
(Ozzie) Gonzalez; Alberto Arias; 
and Rolando Fraga. 

Investigators from the Nation¬ 
al Transportation Safety Board 
continued gathering evidence but 
said they don’t anticipate hold¬ 
ing any more news briefings as 
they enter the next phase of their 
work, analyzing the evidence at a 
remote location. 

By Sunday afternoon, most 
of the rubble had been cleared 
from the south side of Southwest 
8th Street. The north end of the 
bridge remained in the street, a 
pickup crushed beneath it, the 
bodies already removed. 

The Florida Highway Patrol 
said that for now the street will 
remain closed but a meeting was 
scheduled for Monday to discuss 
when it might reopen. 

Meanwhile, FIU prepared for 
the resumption of classes with 
a news release that said, “While 
operationally Monday will be a 
regular day at FIU, life on (the 
Modesto A. Maidique Campus) 
will be far from normal.” 

Students are still trying to 
grapple with tragedy while figur¬ 
ing out how they will get to school 
Monday. 


“I took a jog underneath it the 
night before” said Jasmine Mo¬ 
rales, 26. “I drove under it that 
morning. It could have been me. 
It could have been any of us. And 
now we have to go back to class? 

“I don’t even know where to 
park. Streets are closed. There 
are inconvenient detours. It just 
sounds like it’s going to be a huge 
mess.” 

FIU will also continue to offer 
support to students through the 
Counseling and Psychological 
Services. 

The school has also put togeth¬ 
er a few options for those want¬ 
ing to help. A blood drive will 


be held from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, the Student 
Government Association will 
hold a vigil in the Graham Center 
ballrooms for the victims. 

Flowers or other remembrance 
items can be left near the bill¬ 
boards located on Southwest 
107th Avenue and Eighth Street, a 
different location from where the 
unofficial memorial was started 
Sunday. 

Rosenberg said the university 
has “a sense of urgency about 
getting to the bottom of this acci¬ 
dent and we are cooperating with 
authorities.” 


Some wanted Fla. shooting suspect committed in 2016 


By Curt Anderson 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — Documents show some officials 
were so concerned about the mental stability 
of the student accused of last month’s Florida 
high school rampage that they decided he 
should be forcibly committed. But the recom¬ 
mendation was never acted upon. 

Cruz is accused of the shooting rampage 
that killed 14 students and three school em¬ 
ployees at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland on Feb. 14. 

A commitment under the law would have 
made it more difficult if not impossible for 
Nikolas Cruz to obtain a gun legally. 

The documents in the case against Cruz, 
which were obtained by The Associated Press, 
show school officials and a sheriff’s deputy rec¬ 
ommended in September 2016 that Cruz be in¬ 
voluntarily committed for a mental evaluation. 

The documents also show that he had writ¬ 
ten the word “kill” in a notebook, told a class¬ 
mate that he wanted to buy a gun and use it, 
and had cut his arm supposedly in anger be¬ 
cause he had broken up with a girlfriend. He 
also told another student he had drunk gaso¬ 
line and was throwing up. Calls had even been 
made to the FBI about the possibility of Cruz 
using a gun at school. 

The documents were provided by a psycho¬ 
logical assessment service initiated by Cruz’s 
mother called Henderson Behavioral Health. 
The documents show a high school resource 


officer who was also a sheriff’s deputy and two 
school counselors recommended in September 
2016 that Cruz be committed for mental evalu¬ 
ation under Florida’s Baker Act. That law al¬ 
lows for involuntary commitment for mental 
health examination for at least three days. 

Such an involuntary commitment would also 
have been a high obstacle if not a complete bar¬ 
rier to legally obtaining a firearm, such as the 
AR-15 type rifle used in the Stoneman Douglas 
massacre on Feb. 14, authorities say. 

There is no evidence Cruz was committed. 
The school resource officer who recommend¬ 
ed Cruz be “Baker Acted” was Scot Peterson 
— the same Broward Sheriff’s Office deputy 
who resigned amid accusations he failed to 
respond to the shooting by staying outside the 
building where the killings occurred. 

David S. Weinstein, a former federal pros¬ 
ecutor, said that an involuntary commitment 
would have been a huge red flag had Cruz at¬ 
tempted to buy a firearm legally. 

“If he had lied, hopefully, the verification 
of the form would have pulled up the commit¬ 
ment paperwork,” Weinstein said. 

The documents do not say why Cruz was not 
committed under the Baker Act or whether he 
may not have qualified for other reasons. The 
law allows a law enforcement officer such as 
Peterson to initiate commitment under the 
Baker Act. 

An attorney for Peterson did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to an email seeking comment 
Sunday. 


Cruz, 19, is charged in a 34-count indict¬ 
ment with killing 17 people and wounding 17 
others in the attack. He faces the death penal¬ 
ty if convicted, but his public defender, Melisa 
McNeill, has said he would plead guilty in re¬ 
turn for a life sentence. 

In the Henderson Behavioral Health docu¬ 
ments, Cruz’s mother, Lynda, is quoted as 
saying she had fresh concerns about her son’s 
mental state after he punched holes in a wall 
at their home in Parkland. The clinicians at 
Henderson came to the home for interviews 
and said Cruz admitted punching the wall 
but said he did so because he was upset at a 
breakup with his girlfriend. 

Cruz also admitted cutting his arm with a 
pencil sharpener. 

After a Sept. 28, 2016, interview, the docu¬ 
ments say Cruz “reports that he cut his arms 
3-4 weeks ago and states that this is the only 
time he has ever cut. (Cruz) states that he cut 
because he was lonely, states that he had bro¬ 
ken up with his girlfriend and reports that his 
grades had fallen. (Cruz) states that he is bet¬ 
ter now, reports that he is no longer lonely and 
states that his grades have gone back up.” 

He also told the clinician he owned only a 
pellet gun and was not capable of doing “seri¬ 
ous harm” to anyone. 

The documents show that Cruz was very 
much on the radar screen of mental health 
professionals and the Broward County school 
system, yet very little appears to have been 
done other than these evaluations. 


Southeast 
braces 
for severe 
storms 

By Jeff Martin 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — More than 29 mil¬ 
lion people faced a threat of severe 
storms Monday that was expected 
to bring hail the size of tennis balls, 
damaging winds and strong tor¬ 
nadoes to the southeastern United 
States, forecasters said. 

Large parts of Alabama, Georgia 
and Tennessee and a small portion 
of northeast Mississippi were under 
a tornado threat Monday afternoon 
and evening, the national Storm 
Prediction Center said. 

School systems from central 
Tennessee as far south as Birming¬ 
ham, Ala., said they were dismiss¬ 
ing early, hoping students and staff 
would have time to get home before 
the storms moved through. 

The threatened storms come 
one day before the official start of 
spring, and are “by far the most 
impressive setup we’ve seen so far 
this year,” said Kurt Weber, a me¬ 
teorologist at the National Weather 
Service in Huntsville, Ala. 

“We can’t rule out a strong torna¬ 
do east of Interstate 65 at this point 
with all the ingredients coming to¬ 
gether,” Weber added. “Hopefully 
not, but definitely a possibility.” 

By midmoming Monday, con¬ 
fidence in the possibility of torna¬ 
does across northern Alabama had 
increased. 

“It appears increasingly prob¬ 
able the risk for several tornadic 
supercells will traverse across 
northern portions of Alabama late 
this afternoon and through the 
early evening,” the Storm Predic¬ 
tion Center said in an update on the 
situation. 

An enhanced risk of severe 
storms covers several large cities 
across the South, including Nash¬ 
ville and Chattanooga in Tennessee 
and Birmingham, Huntsville and 
Tuscaloosa in Alabama, forecast¬ 
ers said. In Georgia, the highest 
risk of tornadoes will be in north¬ 
west Georgia, including the cities 
of Dalton, Rome and Cartersville. 


Federal judges reject 
Pa. district map lawsuit 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Apanel 
of federal judges is throwing out 
a legal challenge by Republican 
congressmen to a district map 
developed last month by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

The judges said Monday they 
have no authority to act in the 
matter except to throw out the 
case. The decision comes with a 
day left for the state’s congres¬ 
sional candidates to circulate 
petitions to get on the May 15 
primary ballot. 

The Democratic major¬ 
ity on the state Supreme Court 
ruled in January that the map 
Republicans crafted in 2011 
amounted to an unconstitution¬ 
al gerrymander. 

From The Associated Press 
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Acrobat dies 
after falling 
during show 



Ex-judge jailed on 
cover-up charges 


Michael Kass/AP 


Yann Amaud, shown performing during a Sept. 24 Cirque du Soleil 
show in Toronto, died in a fall on Saturday. 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

The Washington Post 

An experienced Cirque du Soleil 
acrobat performing an intricate 
aerial routine for the first time on 
stage plummeted to his death in 
front of a live audience in Tampa 
on Saturday night. 

The company identified the cast 
member as Yann Arnaud, 38, a 
Frenchman who had worked with 
Cirque du Soleil for 15 years. He 
died at a Florida hospital just a few 
hours after posting on Instagram 
about finally attempting the new, 
high-flying routine. 

“After so much work and train¬ 
ing and staging, our straps duo 
act is finally in the show tonight,” 
Arnaud wrote Saturday on Insta¬ 
gram, with a picture showing him 
shirtless, his right wrist wrapped 
in a suspended strap. “It’s time to 
go for it.” 

His horrifying midperformance 
fall brought an abrupt end to the 
show, “Volta,” which was staged 
under a big-top tent in Tampa. 
Audience members were at first 
told the show would be briefly in¬ 
terrupted, then learned that it was 
canceled. 

The rest of the weekend’s shows 
in Tampa were also canceled fol¬ 
lowing the second onstage death 
in Cirque du Soleil’s history. 

“The entire Cirque du Soleil 
family is in shock and devastated 
by this tragedy,” Daniel Lamarre, 
president and chief executive of 
Cirque du Soleil Entertainment 
Group, said in a statement. “Yann 
had been with us for over 15 years 
and was loved by all who had the 
chance to know him. Over the 
coming days and weeks, our focus 
will be on supporting Yann’s fam¬ 
ily and our employees, especially 
the VOLTA team, as we go through 
these difficult times together.” 

The statement said the compa¬ 
ny is gathering more information 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congressio¬ 
nal leaders and the White House 
are pressing to strike an accord 
on a $1.3 trilhon catchall spending 
bill, though disputes remain over 
immigration, abortion and a mas¬ 
sive rail project that pits President 
Donald Trump against his most 
powerful Democratic adversary. 

Action is needed by midnight 
Friday to avert another govern¬ 
ment shutdown. 

The bipartisan measure is 
loaded with political and pohcy 
victories for both sides. Republi¬ 
cans and Trump are winning a 
long-sought budget increase for 
the Pentagon, and Democrats are 
obtaining funding for infrastruc- 


about Arnaud’s fall and cooperat¬ 
ing with investigating authorities. 

Arnaud was one of a group of 
acrobats performing a straps 
number Saturday night. 

A video of the performance re¬ 
viewed by The Washington Post 
showed the aeriahsts on a circular 
stage, flanked by drummers. 

During the performance, Arn¬ 
aud and another cast member — 
identified on Arnaud’s Instagram 
feed as Pawel Walczewski — per¬ 
formed a duet of sorts. 

Each man clutched a red strap 
and performed flips and spins, 
suspended only by a hand gripping 
the straps of intertwined ropes. 

As the straps were pulled high- 


ture, the opioid crisis and a variety 
of domestic programs. 

A White House trial balloon to 
use the measure as a vehicle to 
extend Deferred Action for Child¬ 
hood Arrival, or DACA, protec¬ 
tions for immigrants brought 
illegally to the U.S. as children 
remained tenuously afloat, aides 
said. Trump killed the Obama-era 
program in September, but a court 
decision has essentially left it in 
place for now. 

“I’m urging the leaders to ba¬ 
sically come together and un¬ 
derstand there is an emergency 
at hand here — 780,000 young 
people have their hves hang in the 
balance because President Trump 
killed the DACA program,” No. 2 
Senate Democrat Dick Durbin, 


er, the men linked their free arms 
and performed interwoven ac¬ 
robatics as they spun high above 
the stage. They separated, flying 
off in different directions over the 
crowd, and Arnaud briefly went 
out of the camera’s frame. When 
he was visible again, the video 
showed him losing his grip and 
dropping to the stage. 

There was an audible gasp from 
the audience. Several Cirque du 
Soleil employees jumped onto 
the stage and rushed over to the 
downed acrobat as the other per¬ 
former dangled from his rope, 
uninjured. OSHA is now investi¬ 
gating Arnaud’s death, along with 
Tampa police. 


of Ilhnois, said on “Fox News 
Sunday.” “We have to move on a 
bipartisan basis to put it back in 
business.” 

There’s also a continuing battle 
over Trump’s long-promised U.S.- 
Mexico border wall. While Trump 
traveled to California last Tues¬ 
day to inspect prototypes for the 
wall, what’s pending now is $1.6 
billion for earlier designs involv¬ 
ing sections in Texas that double 
as levees and 14 miles of replace¬ 
ment fencing in San Diego. 

One item that appears likely 
to catch a ride on the must-pass 
measure is a package of telecom¬ 
munications bills, including a 
measure to free up airwaves for 
wireless users in anticipation of 
new 5G technology. 


By Meagan Flynn 
The Washington Post 

It’s not the crime but the cover- 
up, as the famous phrase goes. But 
nobody seems to pay the warning 
much heed. 

According to federal prosecu¬ 
tors, it didn’t stop Nashville judge 
Casey Moreland, either. He is now 
ex-Nashville judge Casey Mo¬ 
reland, in jail awaiting trial for 
obstruction of justice and embez¬ 
zlement, all connected with his ef¬ 
forts to cover up a sex scandal that 
threatened to bring him down. 

The problems for Moreland 
started last year when Natalie 
Amos publicly revealed that Mo¬ 
reland helped her wipe away debt 
she owed from court fines and 
traffic-ticket fees, then pursued a 
sexual relationship with her. 

One night, according to the in¬ 
dictment, he personally called off 
a police officer who had pulled her 
over. “Just used my superpow¬ 
ers!!” he reportedly responded by 
text when she thanked him. “My 
desk still has butt marks on it!!” 

On another occasion, he report¬ 
edly texted her: “Your fees; fines 
and court cost are taken care 
of! You now officially owe me!! 
Haha.” 

The scandal first exploded in 
Nashville in late January and Feb¬ 
ruary 2017 after Amos told local 
news station WSMV about her al¬ 
leged sexual relationship with the 
judge and the favors he did for her 
in the court system. She wasn’t the 
only one, she said. 

Her friend, Leigh Terry, who 
had committed suicide the previ¬ 
ous year, had done something sim¬ 
ilar with the judge, Amos claimed. 
In fact, it was the investigation 
into Terry’s suicide that first re¬ 
vealed Moreland’s alleged sexual 
misconduct. In the police report 
of the suicide — made pubhc last 
January and reported on by the 
Nashville Scene — witnesses told 
police that Terry had claimed that 
she slept with Moreland for favor¬ 
able treatment in a DUI case, a 
factor police have not said was di¬ 
rectly related to her suicide. 

Digging further 

Within days of the report being 
made public, local media began 
digging into the story further, and 
WSMV interviewed Amos live on 
camera. 

Amos described and provided 
text messages to WSMV related 
to at least two incidents between 
November 2015 and June 2016 
in which she claimed Moreland 
intervened to make her traffic 
tickets or license woes disappear, 
followed by sexual conversations 
or sex in his office. 

Last week, federal prosecutors 


in Nashville unveiled a 25-page in¬ 
dictment detailing the plot they al¬ 
lege he concocted to cover up the 
sexual favors as the FBI started 
investigating them. 

Moreland now faces five counts 
of obstruction of justice, two 
counts of theft from a federally 
funded program and two counts 
related to witness tampering by 
corrupt persuasion and destruc¬ 
tion of evidence. He was indicted 
on the first five obstruction charg¬ 
es last April, and after the latest 
round of charges is now being held 
without bail in a Kentucky deten¬ 
tion center. 

His attorneys did not respond 
to a request for comment, but Mo¬ 
reland denied any inappropriate 
relationship with Amos and Terry 
in a statement he released to the 
Nashville Scene last year. 

“At no time did I intervene on 
their behalf during or after judg¬ 
ments were rendered by the ap¬ 
propriate courts,” Moreland said. 

He resigned from the bench on 
March 31, 2017. 

Covering up 

Before he did, he went to great 
lengths to cover things up, pros¬ 
ecutors say. One month after the 
FBI first attempted to interview 
Moreland, he set up a meeting 
with a friend of his identified in 
court documents only as “J.R” Ac¬ 
cording to the indictment, he told 
J.R that he was under investiga¬ 
tion and could lose his job and face 
criminal charges as a result. He 
needed J.R.’s help to get Amos to 
sign an affidavit saying she made 
everything up. 

The judge also needed J.R.’s help 
planting drugs on Amos so that 
she would be pulled over and ar¬ 
rested, destroying her credibility 
as a witness against him, prosecu¬ 
tors allege. 

Asking J.R. to give the affidavit 
to her, Moreland then instructed 
him to get Amos “liquored up real 
good before you bring [the affida¬ 
vit] up,” prosecutors allege. 

He gave J.R. more than $6,000 
as bribe money for Amos, some 
of which Moreland said J.R. could 
keep for himself and one other 
person assisting him. “This right 
here gets me out of trouble,” pros¬ 
ecutors said he told J.R. as he gave 
him the affidavit for Amos to sign. 

The alleged source of the hush 
money was problematic, too. 

It was money that Moreland, 
with the help of a staffer, had al¬ 
legedly been pocketing from de¬ 
fendants who paid between $500 
and $750 to join the county’s Drug 
Treatment Court program, over 
which Moreland presided. 

The affidavit would never make 
it to Amos. As it turns out, J.R. was 
reporting directly to the FBI. 


With shutdown looming, budget deal sought 
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State officials worried about voter roll security 


In 2016, hackers were able to access 
information on 76,000 Illinois voters 


By Christina A. Cassidy 
AND Sarah Zimmerman 
Associated Press 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—With the 
Illinois primary just days away, 
state election officials are beefing 
up cyberdefenses and scanning 
for possible intrusions into voting 
systems and voter registration 
rolls. 

They have good reason to be 
on guard. Two years ago, Illinois 
was the lone state known to have 
its state election system breached 
in a hacking effort that ultimately 
targeted 21 states. Hackers be¬ 
lieve to be connected to Russia 
penetrated the state’s voter rolls, 
viewing data on some 76,000 Il¬ 
linois voters although there is no 
indication any information was 
changed. 

Since then, Illinois election 
officials have added firewalls, 
installed software designed to 
prevent intrusions and shifted 
staffing to focus on the threats. 
The state has been receiving reg¬ 
ular cyberscans from the federal 
government to identify potential 
weak spots and has asked the 
Homeland Security Department 
to conduct a comprehensive risk 
assessment. That assessment is 
scheduled but will not happen be¬ 
fore Tuesday’s second-in the-na- 
tion primary. 

“It’s not something where you 
ever feel completely safe,” said 
Matt Dietrich, spokesman for the 
Illinois State Board of Elections. 
“It’s something where you feel 
like you’re doing your best to pro¬ 
tect against what could happen in 
a cyberattack.” 

Federal intelligence agencies 
determined that the attempted 
hacking of state elections sys¬ 
tems in 2016 primarily targeted 
voter registration systems, not 
actual voting machines or vote 
tallying. 

Gaining access to electronic 
voter rolls can do as much dam¬ 
age, giving hackers the ability to 
change names, addresses or poll¬ 
ing places. Confusion, long lines 
and delays in reporting elec¬ 
tion results would follow, all of 
which undermines confidence in 
elections. 

Cybersecurity experts say 
it’s crucial for states to shore 
up vulnerabilities in those sys¬ 
tems now, with this year’s mid¬ 
term elections underway and the 
2020 presidential election on the 
horizon. 

J. Alex Halderman, director 
of the University of Michigan’s 
Center for Computer Security 
and Society, said many of the 
same weaknesses present in 2016 
remain. 

“I think it’s only a matter of 
time before we suffer a dev¬ 
astating attack on our election 
systems unless our federal and 
state governments act quickly,” 
he said. 

The federal Help America Vote 


Act, passed two years after the 
messy presidential recount in 
Florida, requires states to have a 
centralized statewide voter regis¬ 
tration list, but states vary in how 
they implement it. 

Most collect voter data at the 
state level and then provide it to 
local election officials, according 
to the US. Election Assistance 
Commission. Illinois and five 
other states do the opposite, col¬ 
lecting voter registration data at 
the local level and sending it to 
the state elections office. A few 
others have a hybrid system. 

The chief concern surrounding 
voter registration systems and 
the growing use of electronic poll 
books to check in voters at poll¬ 
ing places is how they interact 
with other internet-connected 
systems. 

Electronic poll books allow 
polling place workers to verify a 
person’s registration and related 
information electronically rather 
than having to rely on large paper 
files. 

A downside is that the e-poll 
books might use a network to 
connect to a voter registration 
system, providing a potential 
opening for hackers. 

In other cases, the voter data is 
transferred from a computer and 
placed on a device not connected 
to the internet. That computer is 
the potential weak link. Security 
experts said it must be secured 
and not subject to tampering. 

Experts with The Belfer Cen¬ 
ter for Science and International 
Affairs at the Harvard Kennedy 
School said network-connected 
election systems are vulnerable 
to attacks and urged officials to 
take several steps to shore up 
security, including making sure 
the underlying server is not con¬ 
nected to the internet and that all 
changes are logged. Experts say 
a key component is that election 
systems can recover quickly in 
the event of an attack or even an 
equipment failure, limiting public 
disruption. 

Larry Norden, an expert in 
elections technology with the 
Brennan Center for Justice at 
the NYU School of Law, said the 
network connections make voter 
registration systems more vul¬ 
nerable to hacking than voting 
machines, which are not directly 
connected to the internet. 

In many states, the depart¬ 
ment of motor vehicles or some 
other state agency provides in¬ 
formation to the voter registra¬ 
tion system as a way to keep the 
records current. Some states 
allow voters to register and edit 
their information on a state web¬ 
site that is connected to the voter 
database. 

All of those provide possible ac¬ 
cess points that can open the door 
to hackers. 

“Just understanding where 
the risks are is critical,” Norden 
said. 



Kiichiro Sato/AP 

Chicago resident Sonja Russell prepares to cast her ballot in Illinois’ primary election at an early voting 
super site in Chicago. Hackers were able to view voter data in the summer of 2016 although attempts 
to alter information were unsuccessful. 


Facebook’s recurring problem: 
Helping muddy up elections 


By Ryan Nakashima and Anick Jesdanun 
Associated Press 

MENLO PARK, Calif. — Facebook has a prob¬ 
lem it just can’t kick: People keep exploiting it in 
ways that could sway elections, and in the worst 
cases even undermine democracy. 

News reports that Facebook let Trump-af¬ 
filiated data mining firm Cambridge Analytica 
abscond with data from tens of millions of users 
mark the third time in roughly a year the com¬ 
pany appears to have been outfoxed by outsiders. 

Before the Cambridge imbroglio, there were 
Russian agents running election-related propa¬ 
ganda campaigns through targeted ads and fake 
political events. And before the Russians took cen¬ 
ter stage, there were purveyors of fake news who 
spread false stories to rile up hyperpartisan audi¬ 
ences and profit from the resulting ad revenue. 

In the previous cases, Facebook initially down¬ 
played the risks posed by those activities. It 
seriously grappled with fake news and Russian in¬ 
fluence only after sustained criticism from users, 
experts and politicians. In the case of Cambridge, 
Facebook says the main problem involved the 
transfer of data to a third party — not its collec¬ 
tion in the first place. 

Each new issue has raised the same questions 
about Facebook’s conflicting priorities — to pro¬ 
tect its users, but also to ensure that it can exploit 
their personal details to fuel its hugely lucrative, 
and precisely targeted, advertising business. 

Facebook may say its business model is to con¬ 
nect the world, but it’s really “to collect psychoso¬ 
cial data on users and sell that to advertisers,” said 
Mike Caulfield, a faculty trainer at Washington 
State University Vancouver who directs a multi¬ 
university effort focused on digital literacy. 

Late Friday, Facebook announced it was ban¬ 
ning Cambridge, an outfit that helped Donald 
Trump win the White House, saying the company 
improperly obtained information from 270,000 
people who downloaded a purported research app 
described as a personality test. Facebook learned 
of this breach of privacy more than two years ago 


but hasn’t mentioned it publicly until now. 

And the company may be playing down its scope. 
Christopher Wylie, a former Cambridge employee 
who served as a key source for detailed investiga¬ 
tive reports published Saturday in The New York 
Times and The Guardian, said the firm was actu¬ 
ally able to pull in data from roughly 50 million 
profiles by extending its tentacles to the unwitting 
friends of app users. (Facebook has since barred 
such second-hand data collection by apps.) 

Wylie said he regrets the role he played in what 
he called “a full-service propaganda machine.” 
Cambridge’s goal, he told the Guardian in a video 
interview, was to use the Facebook data to build 
detailed profiles that could be used to identify and 
then to target voters with personalized political 
messages calculated to sway their opinions. 

Cambridge has denied wrongdoing and calls 
Wyhe a disgruntled former employee. It acknowl¬ 
edged obtaining user data in violation of Facebook 
policies but blamed a middleman contractor for 
the problem. The company said it never used the 
data and deleted it all once it learned of the infrac¬ 
tion — an assertion contradicted by Wylie and 
now under investigation by Facebook. 

The Cambridge imbrogho also revealed what 
appear to be loopholes in Facebook’s privacy as¬ 
surances, particularly regarding third-party 
apps. Facebook appears to have no way to enforce 
privacy promises made by app developers, leav¬ 
ing users little choice but to simply trust them. 

The enforcement actions outhned in Facebook’s 
statement don’t address prevention—just ways to 
respond to violations after they’ve occurred. 

On Saturday, Facebook insisted the Cambridge 
data collection was not a “data breach” because 
“everyone involved gave their consent” to share 
their data. The app followed Facebook’s existing 
privacy rules, no systems were surreptitiously in¬ 
filtrated and no one stole passwords or sensitive 
information without permission. 

Experts say that argument makes sense only if 
every user fully understands Facebook’s obscure 
privacy settings, which often default to maximal 
data sharing. 
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A woman examines a poster of candidates as an observer sleeps at a polling station during presidential 
elections Sunday in St. Petersburg, Russia. 


Russian vote problems: Ballot 
stuffing, coercion, gimmicks 


By Francesca Ebel 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Social networks buzzed all day Sun¬ 
day with videos, photos and firsthand accounts of 
voting violations in Russia’s presidential election. 

Election authorities said they will investigate all 
irregularities and will annul results where needed. 
But the breadth of the reports was striking, and 
they may cast a shadow on the victory by incumbent 
Vladimir Putin. 

Video authenticated by The Associated Press 
showed some of the apparent irregularities. Some 
also were reported by observers including repre¬ 
sentatives of opposition leader Alexei Navalny, the 
Golos monitoring group and ordinary Russians. 
Some examples: 

■ Ballot-box stuffing. CCTV footage of a voting 
station in the Moscow suburb of Lyubertsy shows a 
woman taking a ballot from a table, looking around 
to see if anyone is watching, then putting it in the 
box. She repeats the action, again and again. An¬ 
other woman, apparently a colleague at the station, 
joins her. 

A video from Ilskhan-Yurt in Chechnya shows a 
man in a white cap repeatedly putting ballots in the 
same box. 

In the Primorsky region of the Far East, a woman 
pulls papers from her jacket and stuffs them in the 
box. 

Dozens of other examples of apparent ballot box 
stuffing were posted online. 

■ Assaulting observers. Video from a polling 
station in Makhachkala in the Caucasus Mountains 
republic of Dagestan showed local official Magomet 
Rasulov appearing to punch observer Malik Butaev 
before being led out by police. 

Aida Mirmaksumova, who is collecting violations 
in Makhachkala, said burly men dressed in black 
dragged an observer for Communist Party candi¬ 
date Pavel Grudinin on the ground as he shouted. 



Navalny Opposition Ghoup/AP 


In this screen grab taken from video provided 
by the Centrai Election Commission via Navalny 
Opposition Group on Sunday in Tambov, Russia, a 
man appears to stuff baliots into a ballot box at a 
polling station. 

“Help!” Others yelled, “Get out of here!” Amid the 
melee, people were seen stuffing what appeared to 
be ballots into a ballot box. 

■ Forced voting. Residents in Perm, Yekaterin¬ 
burg and Moscow showed the AP messages from 
employers pressuring workers to vote and requiring 
them to report on when and where they cast bal¬ 
lots. One worker said he feared he wouldn’t get his 
monthly bonus if he didn’t. 

In Kudrovo in the Leningradsky region outside 
St. Petersburg, observer Sergei Dzhus discovered 
people apparently bused in to a traditionally low- 
turnout area to boost participation. 

“From the very beginning, there were many, 
many people who came to our polling station,” he 
told the AP. He followed one group getting onto a 
bus, but as he filmed, he said members of the group 
tried to shield their identities from the camera and 
refused to answer his questions. 


Putin garners big 
mandate for his 
nationalist policies 


By Angela Charlton 

AND Vladimir Isachenkov 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin won a fourth 
presidential term with nearly 77 
percent of the vote — his highest 
score ever and a massive man¬ 
date to pursue his nationalist, 
assertive policies for another six 
years in power. 

Near-final results released 
Monday showed that the other 
seven candidates were far behind 
Putin in Sunday’s voting. 

Observers reported widespread 
ballot stuffing and unprecedented 
pressure on Russians to vote, but 
that is unlikely to damage Putin 
seriously given his popularity 
and his tight control over Russian 
politics. 

With 99.8 percent of the vote 
counted, the Central Election 
Commission said Monday that 
communist Pavel Grudinin came 
in a distant second with 11.9 per¬ 
cent. Third was ultranationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky with 5.7 
percent. The only candidate to 
openly criticize Putin during the 
campaign, liberal TV star Ksenia 
Sobchak, won just 1.7 percent. 

Putin’s most serious rival, op¬ 
position leader Alexei Navalny, 
was barred from the race because 
of a fraud conviction widely seen 
as politically motivated. 

The electoral commission said 
official turnout was 67 percent, 
but the figure was marred by 
widespread accounts of workers’ 
being coerced to vote and numer¬ 
ous incidents of ballot stuffing. 

Putin has never faced a serious 
threat to his rule since he came to 
power on the eve of the new mil¬ 
lennium. He won 53 percent of 
the vote in the 2000 presidential 
election, 71 percent in 2004 and 
64 percent in 2012. 

The massive victory gives 
Putin new confidence to stand up 
to the West. 

The election came amid es¬ 
calating Cold War-like tensions, 
with accusations that Moscow 
was behind the nerve-agent poi¬ 
soning this month of a former 
Russian double agent in Britain 


and that its internet trolls had 
waged an extensive campaign to 
undermine the 2016 U.S. presi¬ 
dential election. 

The accusations ultimately bol¬ 
stered Putin among a populace 
that sees him as their defender 
against a hostile outside world and 
the embodiment of Russia’s resur¬ 
gent power on the world stage. 

The election was such a fore¬ 
gone conclusion that Putin gave 
only a perfunctory victory speech 
and said nothing about what he 
will do for his country. 

“We are bound for success,” he 
said, to crowds near the Kremlin 
chanting, “Russia! Russia!” 

Putin’s victory puts his oppo¬ 
nents in a tough spot. 

Navalny called for a boycott but 
it’s unclear whether that had any 
effect. He then clashed publicly 
with Sobchak on Sunday night, 
accusing her of being a Kremlin 
stooge. Sobchak dismissed his 
accusations and, in turn, blamed 
what she described as his divisive 
rhetoric for her low results. Both 
were silent Monday, and their fu¬ 
ture plans are unclear. 

Putin’s electoral power has cen¬ 
tered on stability, a quality cher¬ 
ished by Russians after the chaotic 
breakup of the Soviet Union. But 
that stability has been bolstered by 
a suppression of dissent, the with¬ 
ering of independent media and 
the top-down control of politics 
called “managed democracy.” 

In his next six years, Putin is 
likely to assert Russia’s power 
abroad even more strongly. He 
recently announced that Russia 
has developed advanced nucle¬ 
ar weapons capable of evading 
missile defenses. The Russian 
military campaign that bolsters 
the Syrian government is clearly 
aimed at strengthening Moscow’s 
foothold in the Middle East, and 
Russia eagerly eyes any reconcil¬ 
iation on the Korean Peninsula as 
an economic opportunity. 

At home, Putin would face a 
challenge of how to diversify an 
economy still dependent on oil 
and gas and to improve medical 
care and social services in re¬ 
gions far removed from the cos¬ 
mopolitan glitter of Moscow. 


US, South Korea, Japan discuss denuclearization, summits 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Top US., South 
Korean and Japanese officials discussed 
how to achieve the denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula during weekend 
talks ahead of upcoming inter-Korean and 
U.S.-North Korean summits, Seoul said 
Monday. 

South Korean officials who visited Pyong¬ 
yang recently say North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un agreed to hold talks with South Ko¬ 


rean President Moon Jae-in in late April. 
Seoul says Kim also proposed meeting with 
President Donald Trump. 

Trump then agreed to meet Kim by the 
end of May, but North Korea has yet to con¬ 
firm talks with the U.S. 

The developments have raised hopes for 
a potential breakthrough in the North Kore¬ 
an nuclear crisis. But many experts say ten¬ 
sions would flare again if the summits fail 
to make any progress and would leave the 


nuclear issue with few diplomatic options. 

U.S. National Security Adviser H.R. Mc- 
Master met his South Korean and Japanese 
counterparts, Chung Eui-yong and Shotaro 
Yachi, in San Francisco for talks during the 
weekend on denuclearization and the sum¬ 
mits, South Korea’s presidential office said 
in a statement. 

They agreed to maintain close trilateral 
cooperation in the next several weeks and 
shared a view that it’s important not to re¬ 


peat past mistakes, the statement said. It 
didn’t elaborate but likely refers to criticism 
that North Korea previously used disarma¬ 
ment negotiations as a way to ease outside 
pressure and to win aid while all along se¬ 
cretly pressing its weapons development. 

Appearing on CBS’ “Face the Nation” 
aired Sunday, South Korean Foreign 
Minister Kang Kyung-wha said Kim had 
“given his word” that he was committed to 
denuclearization. 
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Poisoning puts spotlight on Russia's secret labs 



Andrew Matthews, PA/AP 


Investigators in protective suits work at the scene of the poisoning of ex-spy Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter in Salisbury, England, on March 13. The use of a Russian-developed nerve agent in the 
poisoning makes it “highly likely” that Russia was involved, British Prime Minister Theresa May said. 


Data show expansion 
at government-run 
and military centers 

By Joby Warrick 

The Washington Post 

During his last run for the 
presidency in 2012, Russian lead¬ 
er Vladimir Putin startled U.S. 
military experts with a mysteri¬ 
ous pledge to develop novel kinds 
of weapons to counter the West’s 
technological edge. Armies of the 
future, he said, would need weap¬ 
ons “based on new physical prin¬ 
ciples” including “genetic” and 
“psychophysical” science. 

“Such high-tech weapons sys¬ 
tems will be comparable in effect 
to nuclear weapons,” Putin said in 
an essay published in Rossiyskaya 
Gazeta, the Russian government’s 
newspaper of record, “but will be 
more ‘acceptable’ in terms of po¬ 
litical and military ideology.” 

Exactly what Putin meant 
— and how any “genetic” weapon 
could square with international 
treaties outlawing chemical and 
biological warfare — remains 
uncertain. But what is now clear 
is that Putin’s words unleashed a 
wave of activity across a complex 
of heavily guarded military and 
civilian laboratories in Russia. 

Since the start of Putin’s sec¬ 
ond term, a construction boom 
has been underway at more than 
two dozen institutes that were 
once part of the Soviet Union’s 
biological and chemical weapons 
establishment, according to Rus¬ 
sian documents and photos com¬ 
piled by independent researchers. 
That expansion, which includes 
multiple new testing facilities, is 
particularly apparent at secret 
Ministry of Defense laboratories 
that have long drawn suspicions 
from U.S. officials over possible 
arms treaty violations. 

Russian officials insist that the 
research in government-run labs 
is purely defensive and perfectly 
legal. But the effort has come 
under increased scrutiny in the 
wake of allegations of Moscow’s 
involvement in the poisoning of a 
former Russian spy and his daugh¬ 
ter in Britain. Both were sickened 
by exposure to Novichok, a kind of 
highly lethal nerve agent unique¬ 
ly developed by Russian military 
scientists years ago. 

“The big question is, why are 
they doing this?” said Raymond 
Zilinskas, a chemical and biologi¬ 
cal weapons expert with the James 
Martin Center for Nonprolifera¬ 
tion Studies in Monterey, Calif. In 
a newly released book, “Biosecu¬ 
rity in Putin’s Russia,” Zilinskas 
and co-author Philippe Mauger 
analyze hundreds of contract 
documents and other records that 
show a surge in Russian research 
interest in subjects ranging from 
genetically modified pathogens to 
nonlethal chemical weapons used 
for crowd control. 

The analysis also tracks a simul¬ 
taneous rise in sensationalist Rus¬ 
sian claims that the United States 
is itself pursuing offensive bio¬ 
logical weapons. Reports posted 
on state-sponsored news sites and 


amplified over social media have 
accused U.S. scientists of being 
behind recent outbreaks of the 
Zika virus as well as the Ebola ep¬ 
idemic in West Africa that began 
in 2014. In each instance, various 
U.S. federal agencies marshaled 
a sizable response to counter or 
contain the outbreaks. 

A spokesman for Russia’s Min¬ 
istry of Foreign Affairs declined 
to answer written questions but 
forwarded a March 13 statement 
by Vassily A. Nebenzia, Russia’s 
ambassador to the United Nations. 
Nebenzia denied any involvement 
by the Kremlin in the March 4 
nerve-agent attack and suggested 
that it was the United States and 
Britain, not Russia, that were con¬ 
tinuing to conduct illegal research 
to create “new toxic substances.” 

Lack of transparency 

The research by Zilinskas 
and Mauger appears to bear out 
long-held concerns by the State 
Department, which has sharply 
criticized Russia in recent years 
over a lack of transparency in its 
military-related biological and 
chemical research. Since 2012, 
State Department officials have 
issued a series of reports faulting 
Moscow for refusing to open its 
military research laboratories to 
outside inspectors and for failing 
to provide proof that it destroyed 
the highly lethal arsenals created 
by Red Army scientists in the 
years before the Soviet Union’s 
collapse. 

Thomas Countryman, an assis¬ 
tant secretary of state for interna¬ 
tional security and arms control 


under the Obama administration, 
said that even before Putin, U.S. 
officials questioned whether the 
Kremlin had owned up to its past 
“fully and transparently.” But 
over the past six years, official 
distrust has grown as Moscow has 
embraced a more aggressive for¬ 
eign policy that includes intimida¬ 
tion of Russia’s neighbors and an 
unabashed support for a Syrian 
dictator who uses nerve agents to 
kill his own people. 

“Moscow’s full-throated de¬ 
fense of Syrian use of chemical 
weapons — and, especially, its 
apparent use of chemical agents 
in targeted assassinations — only 
add to the concerns,” Country¬ 
man said. 

When the Soviet Union was 
dismantled in 1991, the Russian 
Federation became instant heirs 
to history’s most dangerous ar¬ 
senal of chemical and biological 
weapons. 

During the Cold War, Soviet 
leaders spent vast sums to cre¬ 
ate weaponized versions of 11 
different pathogens — including 
the microbes that cause anthrax, 
smallpox and the plague — while 
also experimenting with geneti¬ 
cally altered strains. They creat¬ 
ed new classes of chemical toxins, 
such as Novichok, reportedly used 
in the attempted assassination of 
former Russian spy Sergei Skri¬ 
pal and his daughter, Yulia, in 
Salisbury, England. 

Secret program 

The Soviet program was mo¬ 
tivated in part by competition 
with the United States. Washing¬ 


ton maintained its own stockpile 
of nerve agents during the Cold 
War and manufactured biological 
weapons until 1969, when Presi¬ 
dent Richard M. Nixon disman¬ 
tled the program. But the Kremlin 
pressed ahead, convinced that 
the Pentagon was continuing 
bioweapons research in secret. 
Finally, in 1992, newly installed 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
acknowledged the existence of 
the secret program to U.S. offi¬ 
cials and reported that all Soviet 
bioweapons had been destroyed. 

In the years immediately fol¬ 
lowing the Cold War, securing 
and dismantling Soviet weapons 
of mass destruction united Amer¬ 
icans and Russians in common 
cause. The United States helped 
Russia build incinerators for de¬ 
stroying its chemical weapons, 
and sponsored programs that 
paired former Soviet bioweapons 
scientists with Western companies 
to keep them employed during the 
country’s economic transition. 

Such U.S.-Russian technical co¬ 
operation began to wane following 
Putin’s election as president, and 
collapsed completely after the 
Russian strongman won a second 
term in 2012. Yet, even during the 
Yeltsin years, Russia refused to 
grant access to key weapons sites, 
including four biodefense labora¬ 
tories run by the Russian military 
and perpetually sealed off from 
outside visitors, former U.S. offi¬ 
cials said. 

Laura Holgate, a senior adviser 
to President Barack Obama on 
preventing biological, chemical 
and nuclear terrorism, allowed 
that Russia’s reluctance also may 


have reflected a “paranoia about 
what the U.S. might be learning” 
about the country’s military ca¬ 
pabilities. In any case, she said, it 
became clear over time that Putin 
intended to preserve some Soviet- 
era capabilities for use in very 
specific situations. One of these 
was assassination — the killing 
of the Kremlin’s opponents using 
methods that were dramatic, yet 
allowed Moscow to plausibly deny 
culpability. Another was crowd 
control: the use of controversial 
“knockout” chemicals to inca¬ 
pacitate individuals involved in 
hostage standoffs and other mass 
disturbances. 

Dramatic expansion 

Whatever the explanation, the 
buildup is striking. Data collected 
by Zilinskas and Mauger includes 
contract documents, Russian-lan¬ 
guage reports and aerial imagery 
that shed light on a dramatic ex¬ 
pansion at the four secret Minis¬ 
try of Defense laboratories and 
numerous government-run civil¬ 
ian research centers across the 
country. 

At one military complex at 
Yekaterinburg — the scene of 
an accidental release of anthrax 
spores in 1979 that is said to have 
killed 100 workers and towns¬ 
people — satellite images show 
clusters of newly built, warehouse- 
size industrial buildings dotting a 
walled campus. Renovations can 
be observed in older buildings 
that in Soviet times were factories 
for mass-producing bacillus an- 
thracis, the bacteria that causes 
anthrax. 

At the 33rd Central Research 
Test Institute at Shikhany — for¬ 
merly a “closed” Russian mili¬ 
tary city on the Volga River in 
southwest Russia — records 
point to a recent spending spree 
for specialized equipment such 
as freeze-drying machines used 
in microbial production. Lab of¬ 
ficials are shown soliciting bids 
for repairs to a wind tunnel, the 
type used in testing aerosolized 
bacteria and viruses, as well as 
upgrades to an area of bermed 
storage pens that the researchers 
say are likely intended for open- 
air testing involving explosives. 

Wind tunnels and outdoor test¬ 
ing facilities can be used legiti¬ 
mately to develop defenses against 
biological and chemical attacks. 
Indeed, the Pentagon employs 
similar equipment at its biode¬ 
fense research facilities in Mary¬ 
land and Utah. But Zilinkas and 
Mauger say the Russian expan¬ 
sion invites a higher level of scru¬ 
tiny in light of the explicit calls by 
Russian leaders for work on novel 
kinds of weapons, including “ge¬ 
netic” ones. 

After Putin’s essay in 2012, sev¬ 
eral senior military officials, in¬ 
cluding the defense minister at the 
time, Anatoly Serdyukov, publicly 
endorsed Putin’s appeal for new 
kinds of weapons, and promised to 
start building them, the research¬ 
ers note. Serdyukov specifically 
pledged to incorporate “genetic” 
research in creating Russia’s next- 
generation arsenals. 


Moscow’s full-throated defense of Syrian use of chemical 
weapons — and, especially, its apparent use of chemical agents 
in targeted assassinations — only add to the concerns. ^ 

Thomas Countryman 

assistant secretary of state for international security and arms control under the Obama administration 
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A volunteer places clay figures in a field that was once a no man's land between the German and British lines of World War I in 
Ypres, Belgium, on Feb. 12. 


600K clay figures to illustrate carnage in WWI 


By Virginia Mayo 

Associated Press 

YPRES, Belgium — A special remem¬ 
brance installation of 600,000 crouching 
clay figures is opening to the public soon 
in Ypres, Belgium, seeking to help visitors 
from around the world reflect on what hap¬ 
pened during World War I a century ago. 

Belgium will honor its civilian and mili¬ 
tary dead with the figures, each about the 
size of a large fist. The figures already have 
begun to fill a no-man’s-land between what 
once were German and British trenches. 

Since 2014, students, tourists and others 
have been creating the pieces in mobile 
workshops around the world and in the 
city of Ypres, the site of much carnage dur¬ 
ing the war. Each individual piece comes 


complete with a dog tag that includes the 
name of a casualty and the name of the art¬ 
ist who created the piece. In a sense, it con¬ 
nects the past with the present. 

“Making these pieces is a good way to 
remember the soldiers who fought in the 
war. It wasn’t very pleasant for them,” said 
Bethany Kibutu, 12, a student at the clay 
workshop in Ypres who lives in Sheffield, 
England. “I know it had to happen, but if 
we can learn from our mistakes, the world 
could maybe be a better place.” 

The installation opens on March 30. Bel¬ 
gian rain and mud will weather the figures 
for eight months before they are finally re¬ 
moved in November and given away. 

The last two surviving World War I 
soldiers who knew the horror firsthand 


— Frank Buckles from the U.S. and Claude 
Choules from the U.K. — both died in 
2011 

The last year of the centenary com¬ 
memorations is wrapping up in November. 
When that’s over, current and future gen¬ 
erations have to find a way to try to keep 
remembering beyond the Nov. 11 Armi¬ 
stice day. 

“Just the creation of these pieces has 
already brought people together,” said 
Lotte Moeyaert, co-director of the project. 
“We’ve had individuals, families, team¬ 
building groups and students all coming in 
to create the figures in the workshop.” 

“Getting their hands in the clay has 
made many of them believe they are part 
of a bigger thing,” she said. 


UK art teacher wins $1M teaching 
prize for work with inner-city kids 


By Aya Batrawy 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates—A Brit¬ 
ish art teacher won a highly competitive $1 
million teaching prize on Sunday for her 
work with inner-city children in London, 
helping students feel welcome and safe in 
a borough with one of the highest murder 
rates in the country. 

Andria Zafirakou, 39, beat out some 
30,000 applicants from around the world 
to win the Global Teacher Prize, which 
honors one exceptional teacher per year 
who’s made a significant contribution to 
the profession. 

The Alperton Community School teach¬ 
er was awarded for her work in the London 
borough of Brent, one of the most ethni¬ 
cally diverse places in the country. Her 
students come from some of the poorest 
families in Britain, with parents who don’t 
necessarily speak English. 

She was credited for her efforts beyond 
the classroom, which include establish¬ 
ing relationships with parents, riding with 


students on the bus and standing at school 
gates with police officers to welcome stu¬ 
dents at the start of the day. 

“It’s always a nice thing sometimes to 
say, ‘Hi,’ to them in their language, and 
then that just automatically makes them 
smile and it makes the connection with the 
child,” she told The Associated Press. 

Zafirakou is the first British teacher to 
win the award. 

Stunned and excited, the secondary 
school (high school) teacher began her 
speech by saying, “Wow!” 

Zafirakou, who was bom in London, also 
praised the “beautiful” diversity of her 
school’s population and said the students 
are intense in their pursuit of education 
despite living in crowded homes where it 
is hard to find a quiet places to study and 
where many have to care for their siblings 
after school. 

The Global Teacher Prize was award¬ 
ed in a star-studded ceremony in Dubai 
on Sunday hosted by Trevor Noah of the 
“Daily Show.” 

Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin 



Jon Gambrell/AP 


British schoolteacher Andria Zafirakou, 
ieft, accepts the Global Teacher 
Prize trophy from Dubai ruler Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum on 
Sunday in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

Rashid Al Maktoum was on hand to pres¬ 
ent the prize. 

The award is presented by the Varkey 
Foundation. Its founder. Sunny Varkey, es¬ 
tablished the for-profit GEMS Education 
company, which has more than 250 schools 
around the world. 

Last year, Canadian teacher Maggie 
MacDonnell won the prize for her work 
with Inuit indigenous students in a remote, 
isolated Arctic village. 


US poised 
to fight 
fake news 
in Kenya 

By Josh Lederman 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Just ahead of Ke¬ 
nya’s disputed 2017 election, video clips 
started spreading on social media of a 
slick-looking CNN broadcast asserting that 
President Uhuru Kenyatta had pulled far 
ahead in the polls. But the CNN broadcast 
was fake, splicing together real coverage 
from CNN Philippines with other footage 
with the network’s iconic red logo super¬ 
imposed in the comer. 

It happened with a BBC video, too, and 
with a photo purportedly of Kenyan secu¬ 
rity forces killing protesters that was actu¬ 
ally from Tanzania, and with thousands of 
spurious blog posts and other false reports 
that flooded the popular messaging app 
WhatsApp, fueling further divisions and 
turmoil in an election that morphed into a 
m^or political crisis. 

So the U.S. government is gearing up to 
fight fake news — not at home, where it’s 
the subject of heated debate following the 
2016 presidential campaign, but in Kenya, 
where America has sought to nurture a 
vibrant-but-volatile African democracy. 

“Information is, of course, power, and 
frankly, fake news is a real danger,” U.S. 
Ambassador to Kenya Robert Godec said 
in an interview, adding that it had eroded 
confidence in Kenya’s real news media. 
“It’s being weaponized. It’s undermining 
democracy in Kenya.” 

Godec kicked off the awareness cam¬ 
paign last week with an email to the 47,000 
members of the State Department’s Young 
African Leaders Initiative asking them to 
pledge to prevent the spread of fake media 
by pausing to verify the source and valid¬ 
ity before passing information along to oth¬ 
ers through social media. For a while last 
week, the hashtag #StopReflectVerify was 
the No. 2 trending hashtag on Twitter in 
Kenya, where the U.S. Embassy pushed it 
to its 256,000 followers. 

In addition to offering resources for 
discriminating between fact and fake, the 
campaign involves three-day training ses¬ 
sions for public affairs officials in Kenya’s 
counties, encouraging local governments 
to be more responsive and forthcoming so 
that journalists on deadline can fact-check 
information they hear. Though it’s start¬ 
ing in Kenya, the program is expected to 
expand, with an Africa-wide international 
fact-checking day and a global, virtual 
event on World Press Freedom Day in May 
anchored out of Nairobi. 

The focus on fighting fake news in Kenya 
stands in contrast to what’s happening in the 
US., where President Donald Trump uses 
the term to denigrate credible news outlets 
that pubhsh critical coverage about him or 
his Republican administration. Trump also 
continually has downplayed the role that 
false information from illegitimate sources 
may have played in affecting the outcome 
of the election. Last month, special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller indicted 13 Russians 
accused of using a network of fake social 
media accounts and targeted political mes¬ 
sages to stir up turmoil in the 2016 race. 
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By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

T he Trump administration main¬ 
tains that it won’t tolerate chemi¬ 
cal weapons attacks by Bashar 
Assad’s regime and its partners 
in Syria, despite reported widespread use 
of chlorine gas, along with credible re¬ 
ports of the nerve agent sarin. But there’s 
no real plan to stop these war crimes, and 
America’s credibility is on the line. 

As the Syrian war enters its eighth year, 
national security adviser H.R. McMaster 
called Thursday for punishing Moscow 
and Tehran for their part in ongoing atroc¬ 
ities in Syria. Such actions, he suggested, 
should have serious political and economic 
consequences. 

“All civilized nations must hold Iran and 
Russia accountable for their role in en¬ 
abling atrocities and perpetuating human 
suffering in Syria,” McMaster said at the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. “Assad 
should not have impunity for his crimes, 
and neither should his sponsors.” 

The regime’s attacks on civilians are 
worst now in the Damascus suburb of 
Eastern Ghouta. Roughly 400,000 people 
are besieged by Assad’s forces, supported 
by Iranian-backed militias and Russian air 
power. The bombs raining down often dis¬ 
perse deadly gas. 

It’s unclear what the Trump administra¬ 
tion is prepared to do about it. U.S. Ambas¬ 
sador to the UN. Nikki Haley threatened 
that President Donald Trump would re¬ 
spond militarily, as he did last April, if 
chemical weapons use continued. “When 
the international community consistently 
fails to act, there are times when states are 
compelled to take their own action,” she 
said at the UN. Security Council. 

Diplomats scrambled to analyze the 
credibility of Haley’s threat. Gen. Valery 


By Josh Campbell 

Special To The Washington Post 

W hile it might be too early to 
label fired former FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe a 
victim, there is without ques¬ 
tion one victim in this story: the American 
people, who have been left to form opinions 
without benefit of the facts. 

With all eyes on the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s Office of Inspector General and its 
forthcoming report on the conduct of FBI 
officials during the 2016 investigation into 
Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email 
server. Justice leadership chose to act on a 
subset of the IG’s findings and fire McCabe 
without providing underlying details. 

In a press statement focused mainly on 
process. Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
announced his decision to remove McCabe 
after a nearly 22-year career with Amer¬ 
ica’s premier law enforcement agency — 
based on a vague allegation that McCabe 
was untruthful when questioned about a 
media leak. A decision of this magnitude 
should not be announced via press release. 
The inspector general and Justice Depart¬ 
ment owe it to the public to release their 
findings in full, so the American people 
can draw their own informed conclusions. 

Full disclosure: I briefly served as 
McCabe’s special assistant once he be¬ 
came acting director, following the firing 
of my former boss, James Comey. Mc¬ 
Cabe is a dedicated public servant with a 
distinguished career protecting America 
against threats from terrorists and foreign 
adversaries. I also believe he should face 
the same internal affairs processes and 
consequences that any FBI special agent 
would face in similar circumstances. 


Gerasimov, chief of the general staff of 
Russia’s armed forces, warned that Russia 
would strike back this time. Deputy For¬ 
eign Minister Sergei Ryabkov called in Jon 
Huntsman, U.S. ambassador to Moscow, to 
convey the same warning privately. 

Haley’s comments were cleared through 
the interagency process, but no decision on 
force has been made. The Pentagon doesn’t 
favor attacking Assad near Damascus, al¬ 
though Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said 
recently that “it would be very unwise” for 
Assad to continue using weaponized gas. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson favored 
negotiation with Moscow — before he was 
fired. Trump’s views are unknown. 

Before any strike, the administration 
would have to build an ironclad case of 
chemical weapons use, nearly impossible 
given the chaotic situation on the ground. 

“We have a higher standard to make sure 
we understand precisely what took place... 
so that our response can meet the threat,” 
CIA Director and Secretary of State nomi¬ 
nee Mike Pompeo said March 11. 

That leaves the U.S. and its partners 
searching for other tools. Haley’s staff is 
trying earnestly to negotiate a new cease¬ 
fire resolution at the UN. as well as a 
new resolution on monitoring chemical 
weapons use. In 2013, President Barack 
Obama’s threat of force preceded a deal 
with Moscow on chemical weapons. But 
there’s little chance that Russia will allow 
anything meaningful to succeed this time. 

Nevertheless, there’s much the United 
States can do. The Holocaust Museum is¬ 
sued a report last week recommending 
ways to protect civilians from chemical 
and other weapons. The report focuses on 
raising pressure on Moscow and Tehran, 
securing humanitarian access, supporting 
civil society in liberated areas and pursu¬ 
ing accountability for war criminals. 


Regardless of the merits, the timing of 
the announcement — 10 p.m. on a Friday, 
and a mere 26 hours before McCabe was 
eligible to retire — will long be debated as 
to its appropriateness. McCabe’s ousting 
will no doubt make its way into Washing¬ 
ton lore alongside other politically charged 
dismissals, such as President Richard 
Nixon’s Saturday Night Massacre. With so 
many unanswered questions, it is unrealis¬ 
tic to expect the American people to accept 
the firing as fair when they have no factual 
basis on which to inform their thoughts. 

McCabe — a career FBI public servant 
(and a Republican, by the way) — has 
faced slings and arrows from elected lead¬ 
ers with partisan agendas. If you pay close 
attention to some of his most vocal critics, 
one aspect that appears to unite them is 
their bizarre inability to accept the FBI’s 
investigative conclusion in the Hillary 
Clinton case. Even more disappointing is 
that some of these critics decided to set 
their sights on McCabe’s wife, who ran un¬ 
successfully for public office as a Demo¬ 
crat in 2015. Not only was it open season on 
the FBI, but family members also became 
fair game for political operatives. 

Should McCabe have recused himself 
sooner in the Clinton case, out of an abun¬ 
dance of caution? Maybe. Is it possible the 
agents and analysts working the case would 
have allowed him to politicize their inves¬ 
tigation if he made leadership decisions 
inconsistent with the facts they unearthed? 
Not a chance. The inspector general will 
determine the full extent of any alleged 
political impropriety at the FBI, but those 
who know the organization and know Mc¬ 
Cabe see these attacks as pure smoke. 

Some of the things the public needs to 


The House has already passed legisla¬ 
tion to impose sanctions on Assad for war 
crimes and halt the flow of weapons used to 
kill civilians. The law is named after “Cae¬ 
sar,” the Syrian military photographer 
who smuggled out 55,000 images proving 
the Assad regime’s torture and murder of 
civilians in custody. Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee Chairman Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., prefers alternate legislation fo¬ 
cusing more on investigating war crimes. 
The Trump administration hasn’t come 
out in favor of either approach. 

If nothing happens before Eastern Gh¬ 
outa falls, Haley and McMaster’s bluff will 
have been called. That spells disaster for 
upcoming diplomatic standoffs with Assad, 
Russia and Iran in other parts of Syria. 

“Assad is challenging the will and the 
seriousness of the Trump administration,” 
said Hadi Al-Bahra, of the Syrian opposi¬ 
tion negotiations commission. “As long as 
the regime can continue bombing with no 
consequences, they will never sit down at 
the negotiating table.” 

The fallout will extend beyond Syria. 
In September 2013, then-Rep. Pompeo, R- 
Kan., and Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., argued 
in an op-ed that the U.S. failure to respond 
to chemical weapons use in Syria would 
embolden not only Assad but also other 
rogue actors, including Iran and North 
Korea. “Core U.S. national security inter¬ 
ests are implicated in Syria,” they wrote. 

That was right then and is still right now. 
When it comes to protecting Syrian civil¬ 
ians from chemical weapons, our interests 
and our morals align. So long as the atroci¬ 
ties continue, the flow of refugees will in¬ 
crease, extremism will worsen and the war 
will never end. 

Josh Rogin is a columnist for the Globai Opinions 
section of The Washington Post. 


know: What, specifically, did McCabe say, 
or not say, to investigators to cause them 
to conclude he “lacked candor”? McCabe 
maintains his role in providing informa¬ 
tion to a reporter on the Clinton case was 
highly routine and done with the knowl¬ 
edge of others at the bureau, including the 
director. What was the basis for conclud¬ 
ing it was an unauthorized disclosure? 

The attorney general appears to have 
done a disservice to the American people 
by announcing the conclusion of a high- 
profile investigation without providing a 
full accounting of the facts. In today’s po¬ 
larized climate, the absence of truth makes 
it easy for members of the public to retreat 
to their political corners, form narratives 
and draw conclusions that can be nearly 
impossible to alter once baked in. 

As any FBI special agent will tell you, in¬ 
vestigations are complicated. It is possible 
to hold two seemingly competing but ac¬ 
curate thoughts in one’s head at the same 
time, namely, that McCabe could have been 
not fully candid with investigators and that 
Justice leadership could have politicized 
his firing. If he committed wrongdoing, 
McCabe should be held accountable, but 
this incident should not define his service 
to the nation. 

But there is a bigger principle at stake 
here than one FBI agent’s career. The pub¬ 
lic must not be manipulated by the selective 
release and withholding of investigative in¬ 
formation by the Justice Department. The 
inspector general’s findings that were the 
basis for the action must immediately be 
presented in full. 

Josh Campbell Is a CNN law enforcement analyst 
and former FBI supervisory special agent. The 
views expressed are his own. 


Time for transparency on McCabe’s firing 
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Small meteorite stolen 
from science museum 

WA RICHMOND —A small 
w meteorite has been sto¬ 
len from the Science Museum of 
Virginia, but museum officials 
say the thieves may not have 
pulled off the mgjor caper they 
had in mind. 

While some rare meteorites are 
valued in the millions of dollars, 
the one on display in Richmond 
is of a type that is relatively com¬ 
mon, about the size of a tennis 
ball and worth about $1,500. 

Police told the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch that the iron- 
nickel meteorite was taken Thurs¬ 
day. It was part of the museum’s 
“Speed” exhibit, secured on a 
metal display stand in a bracket 
that allowed visitors to touch it. 

Firefighters pluck baby 
foxes from storm drain 

COLORADOSPRINGS 
—Firefighters in Colo¬ 
rado plucked eight animals they 
thought were puppies from a 
storm drain only to find out later 
they were young red foxes. 

Video of the rescue showed a 
Colorado Springs firefighter lift¬ 
ing the squirming foxes one by one 
from the storm drain and placing 
them onto a sheet. The animals 
were turned over to The Humane 
Society of the Pikes Peak Region, 
where a vet determined they were 
not dogs but foxes. 

State wildlife manager Tra¬ 
vis Sander said the baby foxes 
would be returned to where they 
were found in hopes their mother 
was still around. If not, he said, 
they’ll be taken to a rehabilitation 
facility. 

Store owner: Thieves 
swiped pricey birds 

MENIFEE — A busi- 
ness owner said thieves 
smashed a window of a Southern 
California pet store and made off 
with six birds worth thousands of 
dollars. 

Birds-N-Paradise co-owner 
Erik Schreiner told the Press- 
Enterprise newspaper in Riv¬ 
erside that surveillance footage 
shows at least one shadowy figure 
stealing the birds early Friday. 

He said the thieves took three 
Patagonian conures worth $950 
each, a caique parrot worth 
$1,400, a rose-breasted cockatoo 
worth $2,200 and a yellow nape 
Amazon parrot worth $2,500. 

Schreiner believes the theft at 
his shop in Menifee is tied to other 
recent bird heists in the region. 

Infant left in car that 
was stolen found safe 

T|y MEMPHIS — A 10- 
I month-old girl who 
went missing when her mother’s 
car was stolen in Memphis was 
found safe a day later. 

Zoe Jordan was found safe Sat¬ 
urday morning, hours after an 
Amber Alert was triggered. 

The Commercial Appeal re¬ 
ported the baby apparently spent 
the night in the car and was found 
by a resident. 

Police said the car was taken 
when the girl’s mother went into a 


THE CENSUS 

$3K 


The amount of damage a western Oregon county judge caused while trying to get out of her courtroom after 
inadvertently locking herself in. Clackamas County Judge Susie Norby became trapped late on a Sunday earlier this 
month. The marble above one of the doors became loose after she used a wooden bench as a battering ram before 
a deputy let her out. She offered to pay for the damage, but the county will pay for repairs out of its general fund. 




Don Campbell, The (St. Joseph, Mich.) Herald-Palladium/AP 


Building siblings 

Brothers Sebastian, 4, left, and Holden Campbell, 8, of St. Joseph, Mich., sort through LEGO pieces as they take part in a skyscraper 
building competition siaturday at the KrasI Art Center in St. Joseph. The workshop is part of this month’s Build Your Way Around Town 
events featuring a variety of LEGO activities. 


restaurant to pick up an order and 
left her car running. Memphis 
Police Director Michael Railings 
said charges against the mother 
are being considered. 

Police said James Williams, 18, 
was charged Sunday with kidnap¬ 
ping and theft of property. 

Gunshots at high school 
came from officer 

UV MISSOULA — Gun- 
ItI I shots fired in a Mon¬ 
tana high school parking lot came 
from the gun of the school’s re¬ 
source officer, who fired at the 
fleeing car of a student suspected 
of attempting to run him over. 

Those findings were reported 
by the Missoulian based on an 
initial investigation of the alter¬ 
cation released Saturday by the 
Montana Department of Justice. 

Investigators said a 17-year- 
old student at Missoula’s Big Sky 
High School was being questioned 
Friday about a report of a gun at 
the school. They said the student 
ran into the parking lot, got into 
his car and attempted to run over 
the officer. 

The incident ended after the stu¬ 
dent crashed his car in the park¬ 
ing lot of a nearby auto dealership. 
Authorities said a gun was recov¬ 
ered along the student’s route. 


Pipe bomb found in 
home of blast suspect 

P ELSMERE — Another 
b pipe bomb has been re¬ 
moved from the home of a Dela¬ 
ware man arrested earlier this 
month for detonating a similar 
device outside a nearby home. 

Media outlets reported that 
family members cleaning the 
home of Mark Consiglio, 48, 
found the bomb Saturday and 
called police. Residents within a 
two-block radius were evacuated 
from about 5 to 11:30 p.m. The de¬ 
vice was destroyed safely. 

Consiglio was charged March 
12 with manufacturing, possess¬ 
ing and using an explosive device 
over the detonation of a bomb 
outside the home of his estranged 
wife’s family. The explosion broke 
a window, but no one was injured. 

Police disabled three addition¬ 
al explosive devices at Consiglio’s 
home. 

Fire at chemical plant 
being allowed to burn 

CRESSON — A fire at 
I W a Texas chemical plant 
following an explosion last week is 
being allowed to burn itself out be¬ 


fore authorities search for a miss¬ 
ing worker who’s presumed dead. 

Cresson Mayor and Assistant 
Fire Chief Bob Cornett said Sun¬ 
day that conditions at the 15,000- 
square-foot Tri-Chem Industries 
plant are “just too hot” and “just 
too dangerous.” He said rains 
Saturday night aggravated chem¬ 
icals at the site about 25 miles 
southwest of Fort Worth. 

Cornett said the plant is being 
guarded to ensure no one enters. 
He said state and federal environ¬ 
mental and workplace officials 
are standing by to assist local 
authorities. 

The missing worker is identi¬ 
fied as Dylan Mitchell, 27. Two 
other workers were injured in 
Thursday’s explosion. 

School sweethearts 
wed at alma mater 

ly I CLIFTON — Two high 
school sweethearts in 
New Jersey returned to the high 
school hallway where they first 
met nearly three decades ago for 
their wedding this month. 

Chris Gash and Jenn Sudol, 
who first met when they were 
freshmen at Clifton High School 
in 1989, were married March 10 
at their old high school. The cer¬ 
emony was small, with just family 


members, and officiated by Clif¬ 
ton Mayor James Anzaldi, who 
said he came out of retirement for 
the ceremony after retiring from 
wedding officiating a few years 
ago. 

The couple says they dated 
briefly in high school, but went 
their separate ways before dating 
again in 2016. 

School district needs 
$1 to fund its budget 

m TIVERTON — A Rhode 
Island school district 
is asking local taxpayers to dig 
deeper into their pockets to fund 
next year’s school budget. 

But don’t expect outrage in 
Tiverton. The school committee 
wants a total of $1. 

The committee is proposing 
increasing the next fiscal year’s 
school budget by $800,000 over 
last year, but noted that it is get¬ 
ting an expected $340,000 in 
state aid and will withdraw al¬ 
most $460,000 from its reserve 
fund. That leaves the town on the 
hook for $1, a minimum amount 
required by state law. 

A town referendum May 19 will 
allow registered voters to decide 
on the budget. 

From wire reports 













Tuesday, March 20,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 17 
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‘Black Panther’ the first movie since ‘Avatar’ 
to top box office for 5 straight weekends 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

Not since “Avatar” has a box-office hit 
had the kind of staying power of “Black 
Panther.” Ryan Coogler’s comic-book 
sensation on Sunday became the first 
film since James Cameron’s 2009 smash 
to top the weekend box office five straight 
weekends. 

The Disney release grossed $27 mil¬ 
lion in ticket sales over the weekend, ac¬ 
cording to studio estimates, pushing its 
domestic haul to $605.4 million. World¬ 
wide, “Black Panther” has grossed more 
than $1.1 billion. 

Though “Black Panther” has had little compe¬ 
tition to contend with throughout February and 
March, such consistency is especially rare in to¬ 
day’s moviegoing world. Before “Avatar,” the last 
film to do it was 1999’s “The Sixth Sense.” 

That left second place to the MGM-Warner 
Bros.’ rebooted “Tomb Raider,” starring Alicia 


Vikander as the archaeologist adventurer Lara 
Croft. The $90 million film opened with $23.5 
million, largely failing to stir much excitement 
among moviegoers or critics. 

Of course, the continuing success of “Black 
Panther” also didn’t help “Tomb Raider.” When 
release dates were being set a year ago, few could 
have foreseen “Black Panther” still standing at 
No. 1 five weeks in. 

“Black Panther” has shown less life in China, 
however. Though it has grossed $96 million in 
two weeks of release there, “Black Panther” slid 
steeply in its second weekend. 

Last week, “Black Panther” even bested Dis¬ 
ney’s own “A Wrinkle in Time,” an adaptation 
of Madeleine L’Engle’s 1962 novel. In its second 
week, “A Wrinkle in Time” dropped 50 percent 
with $16.6 million in ticket sales. 

The surprise of the weekend was the Lions- 
gate-Roadside Attractions Christian drama “I 
Can Only Imagine,” which grossed $17.1 million 
on 1,629 screens — less than half the number that 
“Black Panther,” “Tomb Raider” and “A Winkle 
in Time” played on. The film, which co-stars 
Dennis Quaid and Cloris Leachman, cost only $7 
million to make. 


Smoking shunned on networks, 
embraced on streaming services 


By Travis M. Andrews 

The Washington Post 

Streaming services aren’t be¬ 
holden to the same content re¬ 
strictions as broadcast television. 
The result, to some viewers’ cha¬ 
grin and others’ delight, is often 
more sex, more violence and 
more cursing. 

And, it turns out, among the 
vices often embraced by stream¬ 
ing services and avoided by 
broadcast television is tobacco in 
all in its forms — which Netflix is 
being called out for. 

The Truth Initiative — the non¬ 
profit anti-tobacco organization 
—released a study that compared 
seven popular Netflix shows to 
seven popular broadcast shows. 
In this sample it found Netflix’s 
shows featured characters smok¬ 
ing almost three times as often as 
those produced by broadcast net¬ 
works like NBC, ABC and CBS. 

The organization behind the 
study argues that this could lead 
greater numbers of teenagers and 
young adults to smoke. 

“There has been a revolution in 
television that now encompasses a 
complex universe including Hulu, 
Netflix and an emerging world 
of on-demand platforms,” Robin 
Koval, Truth Initiative CEO, said 
in a news release. “And while ev¬ 
erybody was watching, but no one 
was paying attention, we’ve ex¬ 
perienced a pervasive re-emer¬ 
gence of smoking imagery that is 
glamorizing and renormalizing 
a deadly habit to millions of im¬ 
pressionable young people. 

“It has to stop,” added Koval. 

Netflix has not specifically ad¬ 
dressed the study’s findings. 

“While streaming entertain¬ 
ment is more popular than ever, 
we’re glad that smoking is not. 
We’re interested to find out more 
about the study,” a Netflix spokes¬ 
person told Variety. 

The biggest offender, according 
to Truth, was “Stranger Things,” 


the 1980s horror throwback that 
unexpectedly became one of the 
network’s biggest hits to date. The 
show contained 182 scenes fea¬ 
turing tobacco or tobacco usage. 

Once upon a time, scenes like 
this were the norm both on the 
silver and the small screen. In 
Hollywood’s golden age of the 
1940s and 1950s, cigarettes were 
as much a part of movies as open¬ 
ing credits. 

That wasn’t entirely coinci¬ 
dence. The tobacco industry often 
used movies as a vehicle to adver¬ 
tise cigarettes. In one infamous 
deal, Sylvester Stallone was paid 
$500,000 to feature Brown & Wil¬ 
liamson cigarettes in five of his 
movies, including “Rambo” and 
“Rocky IV,” according to the New 
York Times. 

When the Motion Picture As¬ 
sociation of America’s ratings 
system was introduced in 1968, it 
didn’t account for tobacco usage 
by adults. As a result, G- and 
PG-rated movies often featured 
smoking. 

That changed in 2007, when — 
under pressure from antismoking 
groups — the MPAA added smok¬ 
ing as a factor in assigning film 
ratings, alongside sex, violence 
and swearing. 

The change largely reflected 
society’s own feelings on smoking, 
which is an increasingly uncom¬ 
mon activity — only 15 percent of 
American adults smoke in 2016, 
down from 20 percent in 2005, 
according to the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention. 

The change was generally re¬ 
garded as positive, since there is 
a connection between real-world 
and on-screen smoking, according 
to a 2012 report from the Surgeon 
General. The report concluded 
that “giving an R rating to future 
movies with smoking would be 
expected to reduce the number 
of teen smokers by nearly 1 in 5,” 
according to the CDC. 


Demi Lovato celebrates six years of sobriety at NY tour stop 


Associated Press 

Demi Lovato celebrated six years of so¬ 
briety at a concert in New York with tour 
mate DJ Khaled, whose powerful words 
brought the pop star to tears. 

Lovato performed 
March 16 at the Bar¬ 
clays Center in Brook¬ 
lyn, telling the audience 
that March 15 was a 
proud day for her. 

DJ Khaled played 
the role of preacher, life 
coach and best friend 
as he offered words of 
inspiration, motivation 
and admiration to Lovato, who has been 
open about her issues with drugs and al¬ 
cohol. He told the crowd “this is a special 
day” and repeatedly said “happy birthday” 
to Lovato, as she began to tear up. 

“Every time I see you I say, ‘Man, this 
is a strong queen,’ ” he said. “What you’ve 
overcome through trials and tribulations, 
through dark clouds, you found the sun¬ 
shine, and now the sun is shining on you 
forever.” 

“You inspire me,” Khaled added. 


DJ Khaled and R&B singer Kehlani, 
another tour mate, encouraged the crowd 
sing “Happy Birthday” to Lovato in honor 
of her sixth year of sobriety. 

The crowd then chanted “Demi!” as she 
dabbed her eyes. 

“Six years ago, I was drinking vodka 
out of a Sprite bottle at 9 in the morning, 
throwing up in the car,” Lovato said. “So, 
I took a look at my life and I said, ‘Some¬ 
thing has to change. I’ve got to get sober.’ 
So, I did. 

“Thank you for being a part of saving my 
life. I love you guys,” she added before per¬ 
forming the song “Warriors.” 

Lovato struggled with an eating disor¬ 
der, self-mutilation and other issues, en¬ 
tering rehab in 2010. The 25-year-old has 
spoken out about her battles over the years, 
detailing her recovery in the YouTube doc¬ 
umentary “Simply Complicated,” which 
was released last year. 

Fifth Harmony going on 
‘hiatus’; members to go solo 

Fifth Harmony is going on “hiatus.” 

The girl group announced Monday on 


Twitter that Ally Brooke, Normani Kordei, 
Dinah Jane and Lauren Jauregui will pur¬ 
sue “solo endeavors.” The group says the 
break will allow them “to gain new expe¬ 
riences, strengths and perspectives that 
we can bring back to our Fifth Harmony 
family.” 

The group says it will perform remain¬ 
ing 2018 shows. 

Camila Cabello left the group in 2016. 

Other news 

■ Best-selling author James Patterson 
has increased his annual donations for 
classroom libraries from $1.75 million to 
$2 million. Scholastic Inc. told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Monday that Patterson 
is distributing 4,000 gifts of $500 each to 
teachers around the country. The so-called 
“Patterson Pledge” was launched in 2015 
and is run in coordination with Scholastic 
Book Clubs. More than 80,000 teachers ap¬ 
plied for donations. 

■ “A Wrinkle in Time” director Ava 
DuVernay has already booked another big- 
budget project. Warner Bros, said March 
15 that DuVernay will direct “The New 
Gods,” a DC Comics property created by 


the famed comic book artist Jack Kirby. 
It’s an elaborate science fiction work, part 
of Kirby’s “Fourth World Saga,” about two 
warring alien planets. It debuted in 1971. 

■ More than 5,600 of Studs Terkel’s 
radio interview programs on the Chicago 
station WFMT will be released to the pub¬ 
lic. The Studs Terkel Radio Archive will 
launch May 16, the 106th birthday of the 
late author, activist and oral historian. Ter¬ 
kel died in 2008 at age 96. The archive will 
be available on studsterkel.org. 

■ Aretha Franklin is canceling two up¬ 
coming concerts on doctor’s orders. Frank¬ 
lin’s management team says in a statement 
March 16 that the soul singer is canceling 
performances March 25 in Newark, N.J., 
and April 28 at the New Orleans Jazz and 
Heritage Festival. The statement says the 
singer has been ordered by her doctor to 
rest completely for at least two months. 

■ The music comedy group Flight of 
the Conchords has postponed a series of 
tour dates in the United Kingdom after 
Bret McKenzie injured his hand in what he 
called a “very rock ’n’ roll injury — falling 
down some stairs.” In a statement posted 
on the band’s website on Sunday, McKen¬ 
zie said the tour would be rescheduled. 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



2018 BMW 4301 delivers classically conventional styling in the best BMW tradition 


By Larry Printz 

Tribune News Service 

D isillusion is a constant in life, 
like an ever-present pigeon wait¬ 
ing for you to drive out of the car 
wash. 

No doubt you’ve bought something on¬ 
line from a company that analyzed every¬ 
thing you did and sold your data along with 
that of many other shoppers. The company 
makes millions. You get a credit card bill. 
Or you look forward to lower costs under 
government-run health care, only to find 
your insurance premiums skyrocketing. 

Trust, it seems, is hard to come by. 
That’s why you don’t leave your car door 
unlocked. After all, if we truly trusted each 
other, cars wouldn’t have locks. Of course, 
such things don’t bother convertible own¬ 
ers; all you need to break into their cars 
is a pocketknife. Truly, they have a higher 
level of trust than most of us. 

Perhaps that is why the retractable 
hardtop seems the ideal solution for a disil¬ 
lusioned world. 

True, even retractable hardtops come 
with issues. They’re bulky, meaning it 
takes a lot of space to stow them, markedly 
reducing trunk space. They add a serious 
amount of weight, which is anathema to 
driving enthusiasts. And there seems to 
be a limit to how these roofs’ sheet metal 
can be shaped while also being retractable, 
meaning that most retractable hardtops 
lack the sporting grace possessed by their 
soft-top brethren. 

Today’s subject, the BMW 430i Con¬ 
vertible, looks ungainly compared with its 
coupe sibling, but fresh air access comes 
with compromises. With classically con¬ 
ventional styling in the best BMW tradi¬ 


tion, the 430i appears to be more the quiet 
conservative than loudmouth radical. Nev¬ 
ertheless, the 430i gets much better look¬ 
ing once the lid is lowered. Stowing the 
430i’s roof doesn’t take long, although it 
seems to take longer than you’d like, as if 
the mechanisms have arthritis. However, 
it’s an ingenious solution in a world where 
strangers can’t seem to be trusted. 

But with the top down, a modest trunk 
turns meager. So if you’re traveling, or 
heading to Costco, pack light. Or lower the 
rear seatback, which transforms the leg- 
room-deprived rear seat into a more ap¬ 
propriate storage hold. 

Once underway, you’ll find wind man¬ 
agement to be excellent, meaning that you 
can hold a conversation without screaming 


2018 BMW 430i convertible 



Base price: $51,650-$60,700 

Engine: Turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder 

Horsepower: 248 

Torque: 258 foot-pounds 

ERA fuel economy rating: 24mpg city/34 

highway 


to be heard by your fellow passengers. 

For BMW enthusiasts, performance 
matters more than trunk space, so let’s 
look at the numbers. 

The BMW 4 Series comes as the turbo¬ 
charged four-cylinder-powered 430i or six- 
cylinder-powered 440i, with rear-wheel or 
all-wheel drive. The 430i is rated at 248 
horsepower, while the 440i comes with 
320 horsepower. Both engines mate to an 
eight-speed automatic transmission. Opt¬ 
ing for the former engine propels the car 
to 60 mph in 6 seconds; opting for the later 
reduces that to 5.1 seconds. (There’s also a 
high-performance M4 Convertible, with a 
variety of performance enhancements, but 
that’s a different review.) 

Certainly, the 430i that I tested never 
felt underpowered, with minimal turbo lag 
and lots of power for passing at speed. An 
added benefit is its fuel economy, which 
measured a respectable 27 mpg. That’s 
very good given the amount of time spent 
with the roof down, which hurts aerody¬ 
namics, and thus fuel economy. 

For the record, the EPA rates the 430i 
at 24 mpg city, 34 mpg highway with rear- 
wheel drive. Adding all-wheel drive reduc¬ 
es that to 22/32 mpg. BMW recommends 
using premium unleaded fuel. 

As with any BMW, you’ll find this to be 
a lively dancing partner, ready for com¬ 
muting or navigating pokey parkways. The 
steering is quick and nicely weighted, and 
the brakes ensure you don’t inadvertently 
re-sculpt the 430i’s sheet metal. The car 
feels athletic enough to enjoy on your fa¬ 
vorite back road or for the cut-and-thrust 
of daily driving. 

Engineers fine-tuned the suspension 
and steering to enhance straight line sta¬ 
bility for 2018, although only diehards will 


notice the difference. 

The interior is straight from the 3 Se¬ 
ries, with which it shares DNA, so expect 
a premium but not lavish interior. Material 
quality is pleasing yet restrained in the fin¬ 
est European tradition. 

A large flatscreen anchors the center of 
the instrument panel and features the lat¬ 
est iteration of BMW’s infotainment sys¬ 
tem, which proves far easier to use than 
previous iterations — no doubt helped by 
the larger screen. A large wheel controls it, 
and is surrounded by shortcut buttons that 
prove easy to identify by touch. 

Better yet, this BMW supports your e- 
life by supplying two USB ports, a Wi-Fi 
hotspot that supports up to 10 mobile de¬ 
vices, and an inductive charging tray for 
wireless charging. Stingily, BMW makes 
Apple CarPlay optional, not standard. 

The front seats proved firm yet comfort¬ 
able for long stints in the saddle. Legroom 
is generous in front; rear seat accommoda¬ 
tions are best left to parcels and purses. 
The cabin is satisfyingly quiet with the 
roof up. With the roof down, wind manage¬ 
ment was excellent, allowing for conversa¬ 
tions at civilized levels. 

Is it any wonder that the 2018 BMW 430i 
Convertible ably plays the part of a grand 
tourer? Its sublime blend of ride comfort 
and sporting performance keeps everyone 
happy, while its intimate cabin feels like a 
special treat. 

Besides, any vehicle that provides a fun 
driving experience, remarkable handling 
and a dollop of style with effortless access 
to sunshine — which is in short supply this 
time of year — is more than welcome. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Kushner Cos. filed false paperwork with NY 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


Mary Ann Siwek sits in her apartment in the East Village 
neighborhood of Manhattan. 


By Bernard Condon 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK—When the Kush¬ 
ner Cos. bought three apartment 
buildings in a gentrifying neigh¬ 
borhood of Queens in 2015, most 
of the tenants were protected by 
special rules that prevent develop¬ 
ers from pushing them out, raising 
rents and turning a tidy profit. 

But that’s exactly what the com¬ 
pany then run by Jared Kushner 
did, and with remarkable speed. 
Two years later, it sold all three 
buildings for $60 milhon, nearly 
50 percent more than it paid. 

Now a clue has emerged as to 
how President Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law’s firm was able to move 
so fast. The Kushner Cos. routine¬ 
ly filed false paperwork with the 
city declaring it had zero rent-reg¬ 
ulated tenants in dozens of build¬ 
ings it owned across the city when, 
in fact, it had hundreds. 

While none of the documents 
during a three-year period when 
Kushner was CEO bore his per¬ 
sonal signature, they provide 
a window into the ethics of the 
business empire he ran before he 
went on to become one of the most 
trusted advisers to the president 
of the United States. 

“It’s bare-faced greed,” said 
Aaron Carr, founder of Housing 
Rights Initiative, a tenants’ rights 
watchdog that compiled the work 
permit application documents and 
shared them with The Associated 
Press. “The fact that the company 
was falsifying all these applica¬ 
tions with the government shows 
a sordid attempt to avert account¬ 
ability and get a rapid return on its 
investment.” 

Kushner Cos. responded in a 
statement that it outsources the 
preparation of such documents 
to third parties that are reviewed 
by independent counsel, and “if 


mistakes or violations are iden¬ 
tified, corrective action is taken 
immediately.” 

“Kushner would never deny any 
tenant their due-process rights,” 
it said, adding that the company 
“has renovated thousands of 
apartments and developments 
with minimal complaints over the 
past 30 years.” 

New York City Council mem¬ 
bers are calling for an investiga¬ 
tion into the AP’s report. 

For the three Queens buildings 
in the borough’s Astoria neighbor¬ 
hood, the Kushner Cos. checked a 
box on construction permit appli¬ 
cations in 2015 that indicated the 
buildings had zero rent-regulated 
tenants. 

Tax records filed a few months 
later showed the company inher¬ 
ited as many as 94 rent-regulated 
units from the previous owner. 

In all. Housing Rights Initiative 
found the Kushner Cos. filed at 
least 80 false applications for con¬ 
struction permits in 34 buildings 
across New York City from 2013 to 
2016, all of them indicating there 


were no rent-regulated tenants. 
Instead, tax documents show there 
were more than 300 rent-regulated 
units. Nearly 
all the permit 
applications 
were signed 
by a Kushner 
employee, in¬ 
cluding some¬ 
times the 

chief operat¬ 
ing officer. 

Had the 
Kushner Cos. 
disclosed 
those rent- 
regulated ten¬ 
ants, it could 
have trig¬ 

gered stricter 
oversight of 
construction 
crews by the 
city, including possibly unsched¬ 
uled “sweeps” on site by inspec¬ 
tors to keep the company from 
harassing tenants and getting 
them to leave. 

Instead, current and former ten¬ 


ants of the Queens buildings told 
the AP that they were subjected 
to extensive construction, with 
banging, drilling, dust and leak¬ 
ing water that they believe were 
part of targeted harassment to get 
them to leave and clear the way 
for higher-paying renters. 

“It was noisy. There were com¬ 
plaints. I got mice,” said mailman 
Rudolph Romano, adding that he 
also bristled at a 60 percent rent 
increase, a hike the Kushner Cos. 
contends was initiated by the pre¬ 
vious landlord. “They cleaned the 
place out. I watched the whole 
building leave.” 

Tax records show those rent- 
regulated units that numbered as 
many as 94 when Kushner took 
over fell to 25 by 2016. 

In Kushner buildings across 
the city, records show frequent 
complaints about construction 
going on early in the morning 
or late at night against the rules, 
improper or illegal construction, 
and work without a permit. 

At a six-story walk-up in Man¬ 
hattan’s East Village that was 
once home to the Beat poet Allen 
Ginsberg, the Kushner Cos. filed 
an application to begin construc¬ 
tion in late 2013 that, again, listed 
zero rent-regulated tenants. Tax 
records a few months later showed 
seven rent-regulated units. 

“All of a sudden, there was 
drilling, drilling.... You heard the 
drilling in the middle of night,” 
said one of the rent-regulated ten¬ 
ants, Mary Ann Siwek, 67, who 
lives on Social Security payments 
and odd jobs. 

“There were rats coming in 
from the abandoned building next 
door. The hallways were always 
filled with lumber and sawdust 
and plaster,” she said. 

A knock on the door came a 
few weeks later, and an offer of 
at least $10,000 if she agreed to 


leave the building. 

“I know it’s pretty horrible, but 
we can help you get out,” Siwek 
recalls the man saying. “We can 
offer you money.” 

Siwek turned down the cash 
and sued instead. She said she 
won a year’s worth of free rent 
and a new refrigerator. 

New York City Council mem¬ 
ber Ritchie Torres, who plans 
to launch an investigation into 
permit applications, said, “The 
Kushners appear to be engaging 
in what I call the weaponization 
of construction.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 20).$1.2634 

Dollar buys (March 20).€0.7915 

British pound (March 20).$1.45 

Japanese yen (March 20).103.00 

South Korean won (March 20).1,045.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.5719 

Canada (Dollar).1.0355 

China (Yuan).6.1191 

Denmark (Krone).5.6426 

Egypt (Pound).6.8955 

Euro.$1.3262/0.7541 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7548 

Hungary (Forint).225.43 

Israel (Shekel).3.5895 

Japan (Yen) 100 39 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2849 

Norway (Krone) 5 9296 

Philippines (Peso).43.82 

Poland (Zloty) 3 21 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7506 

Singapore (Dollar).1.2679 

South Korea (Won).1,085.43 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9349 

Thailand (Baht).32.13 

Turkey (Lira) 2 0152 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.74 

30-year bond.3.08 


■ There 
were rats 

I coming in 
from the 
abandoned 
buiiding 
next 
door.^ 

Mary Ann 
Siwek 

tenant living in 
property owned 
by Kushner Cos. 
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Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 

Daily Headlinesy Weekly Update^ Veterans NewSy Stripes Opiniony 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 

you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters. 


STARS^^STRIPES 
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ONE OF YOU HAS 
FROZEN APPENDAGES 
AND ONE OF YOU IS 
BURNING UP. BUT ONLY 
ONE TEfAPERATURE 
CAN RULE THE OFFICE. 


I RULE THAT THE 
THERh\OSTAT hAUST 
BE SET AT EXACTLY 
^ 12 DEGREES. 

NOOOO!!! 

■'// 



\ 1,000 mess TO 

you I ses mm m 
mm o\s: 



/«rfif££7we.'wys£iwy 

If 

TsmRmnsmo VCi^uep 
rnhsmim^esTHS} ‘ 
ammoesom 

TMTFOSSA OAmSlj 


'lOOOPMSS TOPIS 
BSFORSyOUSSS.' 


BWtfeMl’B!: 





aiisma 



I'M mRTm TO FGE.L t 

LIKE. MOTUm REALLY 1 

MATTER& AMYMORE. i 

1 REMEmER SUAT TEM 
i YEAR$ A&O, I'P PPEMP 

1 UOUR0 OMLIME AR&Um& 

1 WITH RAMPOM ATRAMGER& 

1 ABOPT IMPORTANT TUm6. 


■ 

:/ ] 

ill* 






Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Kelly of 
morning TV 
5 Last (Abbr.) 

8 Witticism 

12 War god 

13 Greyhound 
vehicle 

14 Desire 

15 Clock sound 

17 “The heat —!” 

18 Curved letter 

19 Jamie Foxx 
biopic 

20 Surgery 
souvenirs 

21 Wager 

22 Sturdy tree 

23 Shopping 
meccas 

26 “Sesame 
Street” cast 

30 Director Kazan 

31 Cave mammal 

32 Currier’s partner 

33 Carefree 

35 Potpourri output 

36 Crucial 

37 Stir-fry pan 

38 Teenage Mutant 
— Turtles 

41 Sheep’s cry 

42 Some coll, 
degrees 

45 Cruising 

46 Hiker’s bag 

48 Artist Chagall 

49 Biblical boat 


50 Choir voices 

51 Furry sci-fi critter 

52 Sample 

53 Fine spray 

DOWN 

1 Assess 

2 Rainbow 

3 Chest muscles, 
briefly 

4 Request 

5 WWII sub 

6 Historic 
sitcom star 

7 “For shame!” 

8 Lottery ticket 
type 

9 Celestial bear 

10 Mr. Stravinsky 

11 Corrals 
16“— chic!” 

20 Enervate 

21 Casino game 


22 Limp’s call 

23 “I’m not 
impressed” 

24 Carte lead-in 

25 Dogpatch 
adjective 

26 Guy 

27 Prior night 

28 Sawbuck 

29 Bygone jet 
31 Lad 

34 Pro vote 

35 Drench 

37 Madcap 

38 Handle 

39 Caesar’s “vidi” 

40 Sleuth Wolfe 

41 Duelist Aaron 

42 Java neighbor 

43 Play parts 

44 “SNL” segment 

46 Squealer 

47 America’s uncle 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



3-20 CRYPTOQUIP 

U DUKNRRF DJEKT CPG 


OGNECUDER OGTMJJQ OEMGNE 
U PNT OGGK VGGZUKW D J M VJ 


RJKW. XPGVC QF REXZ! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WORKERS EMPLOYED 
BY BIG COMPANIES WHO ARE SKILLED AT 
APPRAISING THINGS: CORPORATE RATERS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals F 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 






SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Dental^ 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or tuii-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


Travel_1000 


••Spring in GarmischP^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
‘ N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
. 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Tax Assistance_^ 


^^R BLOCKS 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 


STARSI^STRIPES. 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJ^STRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 



' ' * • 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Auto Club 400 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Series 
Sunday 

At Auto Club Speedway 
Fontana, Calif. 

Lap length: 2.00 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (1) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 200 laps, 
60 points. 

2. (3) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 2043. 

3. (2) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 200, 51. 

4. (11) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 200, 49. 

5. (6) Joey Logano, Ford, 200,45. 

6. (25) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 200,39. 

7. (4) Erik Jones, Toyota, 200, 39. 

8. (8) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 200, 29. 

9. (33) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 200 
38. 

10. (5) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 200, 27 

11. (26) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 199, 30. 

12. (27) Aric Almirola, Ford, 199, 25. 

13. (28) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 199 


16. (31) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 199, 

21 . 

17. (15) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
199, 20. 

18. (16) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 199, 

19. 

19. (14) Paul Menard, Ford, 199, 18. 

20. (19) Darrell Wallace Jr, Chevrolet, 
199,17. 

21. (9) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 199, 

16. 

22. (32) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
199,15. 

23. (30) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 199,14. 

24. (34) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 


1 College basketball 

■ Golf 1 

1 College hockey I 

1 Deals 1 

NIT 

Arnold Palmer Invitational 

NCAA Division 1 tournament 

Sunday’s transactions 


27. (17) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 198,10. 

28. (37) Cole Whitt, Chevrolet, 198,9. 

29. (36) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 198, 

). 

30. (12) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 197, 

’ 31. (18) Matt DIBenedetto, Ford, 196, 6. 

32. (20) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, 194, 5. 

33. (35) Timmy Hill, Chevrolet, 193, 0. 

34. (24) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 193, 


Paribas Open 


Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 

Penn State 73, Notre Dame 63 
Sunday, March 18 
Mississippi state 78, Baylor 77 
Marquette 101, Oregon 92 
Louisville 84, Middle Tennessee 68 
Monday, March 19 

Stanford (19-15) at Oklahoma State 
(20-14) 

LSU (18-14) at Utah (20-11) 
Washington (21-12) at Saint Mary’s 
(29-5) 

Western Kentucky (25-10) at Southern 
Cal (24-11) 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 20 

Penn St. (23-13) at Marquette (21-13) 
Mississippi state (24-11) at Louisville 
(22-13) 

Wednesday, March 21 

Southern Cal-Western Kentucky win¬ 
ner vs. Stanford-Oklahoma State winner 
Saint Mary’s-Washington winner vs. 
LSU-Utah winner 

Semifinals 

At Madison Square Garden 
New York 
Tuesday, March 27 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Semifinal winners 

CIT 

Second Round 
Wednesday, March 14 

Eastern Michigan 83, Niagara 65 
UIC84, St. Francis (Pa.) 61 
UTSA 76, Lamar 69 

Thursday, March 15 
Austin Peay 80, Louisiana-Monroe 66 
Friday, March 16 
Central Michigan 98, Wofford 94 
Saturday, March 17 
San Diego 67, Portland State 64 
Sunday, March 18 
Northern Colorado 81, Drake 72 
Monday, March 19 

Eastern Michigan (22-12) at Sam Hous¬ 
ton state (19-14) 

Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 21 
UlC (18-15) at Austin Peay (19-14) 
Northern Colorado (23-12) at San Di¬ 
ego (20-13) 

CBI 

Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 19 

Campbell (17-15) vs. New Orleans (16- 


37. (13) Trevor Bayne, Ford, accident, 
108,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

147.528 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 42 minutes, 41 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 11.685 Seconds sec¬ 
onds. 

Caution Flags: 5 for 21 laps. 

Lead Changes: 16 among 7 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: M.Truex 1-10. Ky.Busch 
11-28. J.McMurray 29. Ky.Busch 30. 
M.Truex 31-63. J.Logano 64-72. M.Truex 
73-89. Ky.Busch 90-93. M.Truex 94-123. 
Ky.Busch 124-130. K.Kahne 131. W.Byron 
132. Ky.Busch 133-160. M.Truex 161-163. 
D.Hamlin 164. Ky.Busch 165-168. M.Truex 
169-200 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): M.Truex, 6 times for 119 laps. 
Ky.Busch, 6 times for 56 laps. J.Logano, 1 
time for 8 laps. W.Byron, 1 time for 0 laps. 
D.Hamlin, 1 time for 0 laps. K.Kahne, 1 
time for 0 laps. J.McMurray, 1 time for 0 
laps. 

Wins: K.Harvick, 3. A.Dillon, 1. M.Truex, 

Top 16 in Points: 1. M.Truex, 216. 
2. Ky.Busch, 207. 3. J.Logano, 197. 4. 
B.Keselowski, 183. 5. R.BIaney, 181. 
6. D.Hamlin, 176. 7. K.Larson, 174. 8. 
K.Harvick, 170. 9. C.Bowyer, 155. 10. 
A.AImirola, 148. 11. Ku.Busch, 144. 

12. A.Dillon, 141. 13. E.Jones, 132. 14. 
R.Newman, 117. 15. A.Bowman, 115. 16. 
P.Menard, 115. 


Sunday 
At Indian Wells, Calif. 

Purse: Men: $7.97 million (Masters 1000) 
Women: $8.65 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


Championship 

Juan Martin del Potro (6), Argentina, 
def. Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, 6-4, 
6-7 (8), 7-6 (2). 

Women 

Championship 

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Daria Kasat¬ 
kina (20), Russia, 6-3, 6-2. 


PGA Tour 
Sunday 

At Bay Hill Club & Lodge 
Orlando, Fla. 

Purse: $8.9 million 
Yardage: 7,419; Par 72 
Final 

Rory Mcliroy, $1,602,00069-70-67-64-270 

B. DeChambeau, $961,20067-66-72-68-273 
Justin Rose, $605,200 69-71-67-67-274 

H. Stenson, $427,200 64-69-71-71-275 


.Chappell, $ 

M. Leishman, $249,942 70-70-73-67-28 
Luke List, $249,942 71-67-74-68-28 

Sean O’Hair, $249,942 72-71-69-68-28_ 

Patrick Reed, $249,942 68-70-71-71-280 
P. Rodgers, $249,942 72-71-68-69-280 

Chris Kirk, $186,900 71-69-70-71-281 

B. Hun An, $137,950 68-68-72-74-282 

Bud Cauley, $137,950 72-67-70-73-282 

Rickie Fowler, $137,950 67-71-70-74-282 

C. Hoffman, $137,950 71-66-71-74-282 

Sam Horsfield, $137,95070-73-68-71-282 
C. Howell III, $137,950 72-70-70-70-282 
G. Murray, $137,950 71-69-69-73-282 

Kyle Stanley, $137,950 71-71-71-69-282 
Jason Day, $89,000 73-71-67-72-283 

Harris English, $89,000 72-71-70-70-283 
Brian Gay, $89,000 73-71-70-69-283 

G. McDowell, $89,000 69-72-69-73-283 

K.Bradley, $59,319 72-72-68-72-284 

T. Fleetwood, $59,319 69-76-69-70-284 

Talor Gooch, $59,319 65-70-73-76-284 

Emiliano Grille, $59,319 69-75-71-69-284 
Tom Hoge, $59,319 71-70-74-69-284 

John Huh, $59,319 72-73-66-73-284 

Zach Johnson, $59,319 69-71-71-73-284 
Martin Laird, $59,319 72-70-73-69-284 

William McGirt, $59,319 70-71-70-73-284 
F. Molinari, $59,319 72-71-69-72-284 

Austin Cook, $41,919 72-73-66-74-285 

B. Harkins, $41,919 69-74-71-71-285 

Kevin Na, $41,919 71-70-76-68-285 

Alex Noren, $41,919 71-72-75-67-285 

Brian Stuard, $41,919 74-69-68-74-285 

J.B. Holmes, $30,305 68-71-73-74-286 

J. Lovemark, $30,305 73-68-70-75-286 

C. T. Pan, $30,305 74-71-71-70-286 

Ian Poulter, $30,305 73-70-73-70-286 

O.Schniederjans, $30,30571-71-68-76-286 


Founder’s Cup 


16) 

North Texas (16-17) vs. Mercer (19-14) 

Central Arkansas (18-16) vs. Jackson¬ 
ville State (22-12) 

Utah Valley (23-10) vs. San Francisco 
(19-15) 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 21 

TBD, tournament is re-bracketed 

Men’s NCAA D-ll Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 20 

West Texas A&M (31-3) vs. Le Moyne 
(27-6) 

Ferris State (35-1) vs. Barry (23-8) 

Queens (NC) (31-3) vs. California Bap¬ 
tist (28-5) 

Northern State (34-3) vs. East Strouds¬ 
burg (27-5) 


LPGA Tour 
Sunday 
At Wildfire Golf Club 
Phoenix 

Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,656; Par: 72 
Final 

Inbee Park, $225,000 68-71-63-67- 

Marina Alex, $105,846 70-66-70-68- 
Laura Davies, $105,846 73-69-63-69- 
A. Jutanugarn, $105,846 68-68-68-70- 
In Gee Chun, $57,023 71-69-69-66- 

- $57,023 - 

...,$36,305 

$36,305 71-70-67-68- 

*. 67-72-66-71- 

68-68-67-73- 
72-70-66-69- 
71-71-66-69- 
67-69-72-69- 
71-68-68-70- 
-1-70-69-70- 


269 -19 
274 -14 
274 -14 

274 -14 

275 -13 

275 -13 

276 -12 
276 -12 
276 -12 

276 -12 

277 -11 
■277 -11 
277 -11 


NAIA 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 19 

LSU Shreveport (30-4) vs. Graceland 
(Iowa) (27-10) 

LSU Alexandria (28-7) vs. William Penn 
(30-4) 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 20 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NIT 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 

TCU 86, Missouri State 51 
James Madison 62, Radford 35 
Sunday, March 18 
Indiana 74, Milwaukee 54 
Purdue 77, Ball State 72 
Virginia Tech 78, George Mason 69 
South Dakota 74, Colorado State 49 
Georgia Tech 91, UAB 47 
West Virginia 79, Saint Joseph’s 51 
Alabama 80, UCF61 
UC Davis 74, Wyoming 64 
Fordham 63, Drexel 60 
Kansas State 74, Utah 57 

Monday, March 19 

Toledo (18-14) at Michigan State (18- 
13) 

Duquesne (24-7) at Georgetown (IS¬ 
IS) 

Penn (22-8) at St. John’s (17-14) 
Tuesday, March 20 
Rice (23-9) at New Mexico (24-10) 

Women’s NAIA 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 19 

Montana Western vs. Freed-Harde- 

Wayland Baptist vs. Westmont 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 20 

Semifinal winners 


NDRTHEAST REGIONAL 
At DCU Center 
Worcester, Mass. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Cornell (25-5-2) vs. Boston University 
(21-13-4) 

Michigan (20-14-3) vs. Northeastern 
(23-9-5) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Cornell-Boston University winner vs. 
Michigan-Northeastern winner 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Webster Bank Arena 


Megan Khang, $57,023 71-71-65-£ 

Ally McDonaPd, $36,305 74-69-65-£ 

Erynne Lee, $36,305 
Chella Choi, $36,305 
Mariajo Uribe, $36,301 
Amy Olson, $25,105 
Amy Yang, $25,105 

Karine Icher,$25,105 _ ... 

C. Inglis, $25,105 71-68-68-70-277 -L_ 

H. Young Park, $25,105 68-70-69-70-277 -11 
Seon Woo Bae, $19,388 70-70-70-68-278 -10 
Austin Ernst, $19,388 73-69-67-69-278 -10 

Tiffany Joh, $19,388 70-72-64-72-278 -10 

B. Lincicome, $19,388 72-66-68-72-278 -10 

Bronte Law, $15,979 71-69-71-68-:^ 

Eun-Hee Ji, $15,979 71-69-71-68-; 

C. Matthew, $15,979 71-71-68-69-; 

D. Holmqvist, $15,979 69-71-70-69-; 

Lindy Duncan, $15,979 71-69-68-71-; 
J.Ewart Shadoff, $15,97970-71-66-72-: 

B. Altomare, $12,697 71-72-69-68-; 

Aditi Ashok, $12,697 70-72-70-68-; 

C. Masson, $12,697 71-71-68-70-; 

Ryann O’Toole, $12,697 70-73-66-71-; 

Mo Martin, $12,697 71-66-72-71-; 

Jessica Korda, $12,697 69-68-71-72-; 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Albany 6, Hofstra4 

Concordia (NY) 4-6, Chestnut Hill 1-5 

SOUTH 

Adrian 5, North Central (III.) 4 
Austin Peay 19, Murray St. 7 
Bethune-Cookman 5, N.C. Central 4 
Birmingham-Southern 6, Sewanee 1 
Brevard 6-9, Berea 2-2 
Charlotte 8, FlU 6 

Culver-Stockton 5-0, Baker 0-3, second 
game 10 innings 

Florida St. 7, Notre Dame 5 
Georgia Tech 10, Virginia Tech 6 
Hampden-Sydney 19-9, Emory & Henry 
3-8, second game 12 innings 
High Point 10, Longwood 2 
Indiana State 5, The Citadel 2 
Jacksonville 11, Fairfield 4 
Lipscomb 3, UNC-Greensboro 2 
Miami 8, Duke 2 
North Carolina 13, Pittsburgh 2 
NC State 5, Clemson 4 
Ohio Northern 2, Thomas More 1 
Rhodes 28-8, Oglethorpe 4-4 
Roanoke 8-6, E. Mennonite 4-0 
SE Missouri 8, UT Martin 7 
St. Lawrence 7-3, Old Westbury 6-4 
TCU 5, Minnesota 4 
Transylvania 6, John Carroll 2 
Wake Forest 6, Lousiville 3 
W. Kentucky 9, Middle Tennessee 7 
MIDWEST 

Columbia (Mo.) 6-7, Lyon 5-11 
Grand View 5-2, Clarke 0-1 
Hillsdale 24-4, Davis & Elkins 13-1 
Peru St. 9-4, Mount Mercy 2-8 
William Penn 9-0, Graceland 3-5 


First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Notre Dame (25-9-2) vs. Michigan Tech 
(22-16-5) 

Providence (23-11-4) vs. Clarkson (23- 
10-6) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame-Michigan Tech winner vs. 
Providence-Clarkson winner 

MiDWEST REGiONAL 
First Round 
At PPL Center 
Aiientown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Ohio State (24-9-5) vs. Princeton (19- 
12-4) 

Denver (22-9-8) vs. Penn St. (18-14-5) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Ohio State-Princeton winner vs. Den- 
ver-Penn State winner 

WEST REGiONAL 

At Denny Sanford PREMiER Center 
Sioux Faiis, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

St. Cloud State (25-8-6) vs. Air Force 
(22-14-5) 

Minnesota State Mankato (29-9-1) vs. 
Minnesota Duluth (21-16-3) 
Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
St. Cloud State-Air Force winner vs. 
Minnesota State Mankato-Minnesota 
Duluth winner 

FROZEN FOUR 
At Xcei Energy Center 
St. Paul, Minn. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 5 

Northeast champion vs. East cham¬ 
pion 

Midwest champion vs. West cham- 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 

Conference tournaments 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 16 
At Blue Cross Arena 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Robert Morris 5, Mercyhurst 4, OT 
Air Force 3, Canisius 0 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
At Blue Cross Arena 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Air Force 5, Robert Morris 1 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Semifinals 
Saturday, March 10 
Notre Dame 3, Penn State 2 
Ohio State 3, Michigan 2, OT 
Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
Notre Dame 3, Ohio State 2, OT 
ECAC 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 16 
At Herb Brooks Arena 
Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Princeton 4, Cornell 1 
Clarkson 5, Harvard 4, OT 
Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
At Herb Brooks Arena 
Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Princeton 2, Clarkson 1, OT 
HOCKEY EAST 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 16 
At TO Garden 

Boston University 4, Boston College 3, 
OT 

Providence 3, Northeastern 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
At TO Garden 

Boston University 2, Providence 0 

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE HOCKEY CON¬ 
FERENCE 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 16 
At Xcei Energy Center 
St. Paul, Minn. 

St. Cloud State 3, North Dakota 2, OT 
Denver 3, Minnesota-Duluth 1 

Saturday, March 17 
At Xcei Energy Center 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Third Place 

North Dakota 4, Minnesota-Duluth 1 

Championship 
Denver 4, St. Cloud State 1 
WESTERN COLLEGIATE HOCKEY ASSO¬ 
CIATION 
Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
Michigan Tech 2, Northern Michigan 0 


MLB — Suspended Minnesota SS Jorge 
Polanco 80 games without pay after 
testing positive for Stanozolol, a perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing substance, in violation 
of Major League Baseball’s Joint Drug Pre¬ 
vention and Treatment Program. 

American League 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned RHP 
Francis Martes to minor league camp. Re¬ 
assigned OFs Jon Kemmer and Kyle Tuck¬ 
er, INF Jack Mayfield and C Garrett Stubbs 
to minor league camp. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned INF 
Ramon Torres, C Cam Gallagher and RHPs 
Miguel Almonte, Sam Gaviglio and Trevor 
Oaks to Omaha (PCL). Designated Gaviglio 
for assignment. Agreed to terms with RHP 
Justin Grimm on a one-year contract. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Reassigned 
RHPs Jake Reed and Myles Jaye, C Jordan 
Pacheco, INF Nick Gordon, and OFs Nick 
Buss and LaMonte Wade to their minor 
league camp. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned INF 
Miguel Andujar to Scranton\Wilkes-Barre 
(IL). Reassigned OF Estevan Florial to mi¬ 
nor league camp. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned RHP 
Chris Bassitt to Nashville (PCL). Reas¬ 
signed LHPs Eric Jokisch and A.J. Puk, RHP 
Kyle Finnegan, C Sean Murphy, INF Steve 
Lombardozzi and OFs Anthony Garcia, 
Slade Heathcott and Nick Martini to minor 
league camp. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Optioned LHP Yo- 
hander Mendez to Round Rock (PCL). 
Reassigned RHP Deolis Guerra to minor 
league camp. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Released 
C Josh Thole. Optioned RHPs Braden 
Shipley and Silvino Bracho to Reno (PCL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Traded IB Eric Ja- 
gielo to Miami for cash. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Agreed to terms 
with LHP Sean Burnett on a minor league 
contract. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
RHP Yacksel Rios to Lehigh Valley (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned RHPs 
Jack Flaherty and John Gant, LHP Ryan 
Sherriff, C Carson Kelly, INF Breyvic Vafera 
and OF Oscar Mercado to Memphis (PCL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined New Orleans coach Alvin 
Gentry and Detroit coach Stan Van Gunday 
$15,000 each, for public criticism of the of¬ 
ficiating at their games on Saturday. 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred F An¬ 
drew White III to Erie (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed QB Teddy 
Bridgewater to a one-year contract and 
LB Avery Williamson and C Spencer Long. 
Re-signed CB Morris Claiborne, DL Mike 
Pennel and S Terrence Brooks. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed LB Kyle 
Wilber. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BOSTON BRUINS - Signed F Ryan Do¬ 
nato to a two-year, entry-level contract. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Recalled F 
Kyle Schempp from Worcester (ECHL) to 
Bridgeport (AHL). 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Assigned G 
Marcus Hogberg from Belleville (AHL) to 
Brampton (ECHL). 


Pro soccer 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

New York City FC 3 0 0 9 6 1 

Columbus 2 0 1 7 5 2 

Atlanta United FC 2 1 0 6 7 6 

Philadelphia 10 1 4 2 0 

New York 1 1 0 3 4 1 

Montreal 1 2 0 3 4 5 

New England 1 1 0 3 2 3 

D.C. United 0 1 2 2 4 6 

Orlando City 0 2 1 12 5 

Chicago 0 2 0 0 4 6 

Toronto FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 6 5 

Sporting KC 2 1 0 6 7 7 

Vancouver 210 656 

Houston 111 474 

FC Dallas 10 1 4 4 1 

Real Salt Lake 111 436 

San Jose 1 1 0 3 5 5 

LA Galaxy 1 1 0 3 3 3 

Colorado 0 10 0 12 

Seattle 0 2 0 0 0 4 

Portland 0 2 0 0 1 6 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Sunday, March 18 

FC Dallas 3, Seattle 0 

Sunday 

FC Dallas 3, Sounders 2 

Seattle 0 0-0 

Dallas 1 2-3 

First half—1, Dallas, Lamah, 1 (Bar¬ 

rios), 20th minute. 

Second half— 2, Dallas, Urruti, 1 (La¬ 
mah), 58th. 3, Dallas, Lamah, 2 (Nedy- 
alkov), 63rd. 

Goalies— Seattle, Stefan Frei; Dallas, 
Jimmy Maurer. 

Yellow Cards— Svensson, Seattle, 

47th; Leerdam, Seattle, 65th; Nedyalkov, 
Dallas, 65th; Kee-Hee, Seattle, 76th; Nea- 
gle, Seattle, 89th. 

Red Cards— Dempsey, Seattle, 37th. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 72 49 19 4 102 260 202 

Boston 70 45 17 8 98 235 179 

Toronto 72 43 22 7 93 243 204 

Florida 69 35 27 7 77 210 216 

Montreal 72 26 34 12 64 182 230 

Ottawa 71 26 34 11 63 197 244 

Detroit 72 26 35 11 63 184 224 

Buffalo 71 23 36 12 58 172 232 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 72 41 24 7 89 225 214 

Pittsburgh 72 41 26 5 87 237 218 

Philadelphia 73 37 25 11 85 218 215 

Columbus 72 39 28 5 83 200 199 

New Jersey 72 37 27 8 82 217 215 

Carolina 72 31 30 11 73 194 225 

N.Y. Rangers 72 32 32 8 72 208 231 

N.Y. Islanders 72 30 32 10 70 231 262 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 71 47 14 10 104 232 178 

Winnipeg 72 43 19 10 96 240 189 

Minnesota 72 41 24 7 89 224 206 

Colorado 72 39 25 8 86 231 209 

Dallas 73 38 27 8 84 209 197 

St. Louis 72 39 28 5 83 201 193 

Chicago 73 30 34 9 69 208 223 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 72 46 21 5 97 244 199 

San Jose 72 40 23 9 89 219 199 

Anaheim 73 37 24 12 86 206 197 

Los Angeles 72 39 27 6 84 207 181 

Calgary 73 35 28 10 80 202 217 

Edmonton 72 31 36 5 67 201 231 

Vancouver 72 25 38 9 59 186 236 

Arizona 71 23 37 11 57 170 228 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Buffalo 5, Chicago 3 
Edmonton 4, Florida 2 
New Jersey 3, Los Angeles 0 
Toronto 4, Montreal 0 
Philadelphia 4, Carolina 2 
Columbus 2, Ottawa 1 
Boston 3, Tampa Bay 0 
St. Louis 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, OT 
Minnesota 3, Arizona 1 
San Jose 5, Vancouver 3 

Sunday’s games 
Colorado 5, Detroit 1 
Vegas 4, Calgary 0 
Tampa Bay 3, Edmonton 1 
Carolina 4, N.Y. Islanders 3 
Philadelphia 6, Washington 3 
Winnipeg 4, Dallas 2 
St. Louis 5, Chicago 4, OT 
Anaheim 4, New Jersey 2 
Monday’s games 
Columbus at Boston 
Nashville at Buffalo 
Florida at Montreal 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Calgary at Arizona 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus at N.Y. Rangers 
Dallas at Washington 
Pittsburgh at N.Y Islanders 
Edmonton at Carolina 
Florida at Ottawa 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Los Angeles at Winnipeg 
Colorado at Chicago 
Vancouver at Vegas 
New Jersey at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Pittsburgn 
Arizona at Buffalo 
Boston at St. Louis 
Anaheim at Calgary 

Sunday 

Flyers 6, Capitals 3 

Washington 0 1 2-3 

Philadelphia 0 3 3-6 

Second Period— 1, Philadelphia, Gos- 
tisbehere 12 (Giroux), 2:15. 2, Washing¬ 
ton, Ovechkin 43 (Carlson, Boyd), 15:08. 
3, Philadelphia, Lindblom 1 (Voracek), 
18:19. 4, Philadelphia, Provorov 13 (Gu- 
das. Couturier), 19:41. 

Third Period— 5, Philadelphia, Sim- 
monds 22 (Hagg, Gudas), 1:37. 6, Wash¬ 
ington, Stephenson 6 (Vrana), 10:31. 
7, Philadelphia, Simmonds 23, 14:27. 8, 
Washington, Carlson 14 (Backstrom, 
Ovechkin), 16:07. 9, Philadelphia, Vora¬ 
cek 18 (Couturier), 19:22. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 8-7-13— 
28. Philadelphia 9-14-12-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 3; Philadelphia 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Washington, Grubauer 11- 
9-3 (34 shots-29 saves). Philadelphia, 
Mrazek 13-12-4 (28-25). 

A-19,687 (19,543). T-2:31. 


Jets 4, Stars 2 




0 2 0-2 
12 1-4 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Laine 42 
(Wheeler, Byfuglien), 19:59 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Dallas, Janmark 18 
(Pitlick, Faksa), 1:13.3, Winnipeg, Chiarot 
2 (Lowry, Armia), 2:17.4, Winnipeg, Laine 
43 (Ehlers, Stastny), 6:43. 5, Dallas, Benn 
26 (Radulov, Klingberg), 17:13 (pp). 

Third Period— 6 , Winnipeg, Wheeler 19 
(Copp, Scheifele), 18:31. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 14-8-8-30. Win¬ 
nipeg 8-7-9—24. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 1 of 
3; Winnipeg 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Dallas, Lehtonen 12-10-3 (20 
shots-17 saves). Bishop 26-17-5 (3-3). 
Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 37-11-9 (30-28). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:31. 


Avalanche 5, Red Wings 1 

Detroit 0 1 0-1 

Colorado 2 1 2-5 

First Period— 1, Colorado, Landeskog 
24 (Zadorov, MacKinnon), 3:58. 2, Colora¬ 
do, Comeau 12 (Soderberg, Nieto), 14:38. 

Second Period— 3, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 37 (Rantanen, Landeskog), 11:14. 4, 
Detroit, Abdelkader 12 (Glendening, Frk), 
12:38. 

Third Period— 5, Colorado, MacKinnon 
38 (Landeskog, Comeau), 7:09. 6, Colo¬ 
rado, Barrie 11 (Girard, Rantanen), 16:26 
(pp). 

Shots on Goal— Detroit 5-16-17—38. 
Colorado 12-8-11-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 3; Colorado 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Detroit, Coreau 0-3-0 (31 
shots-26 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 21- 
14-6 (38-37). 

A-18,032 (18,007). T-2:29. 

Ducks 4, Devils 2 

New Jersey 0 1 1-2 

Anaheim 2 0 2-4 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Getzlaf 11, 

1:14. 2, Anaheim, Silfverberg 16 (Lind- 
holm, Manson), 6:37. 

Second Period— 3, New Jersey, Palm- 
ieri 20 (Zajac, Hall), 10:31 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Anaheim, Montour 9 
(Getzlaf, Rakell), 7:55 (pp). 5, New Jersey, 
Maroon 16 (Noesen, Vatanen), 10:05. 6, 
Anaheim, Rakell 31 (Pettersson, Fowler), 
10:51. 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 6-7-4—17. 
Anaheim 17-7-12-36. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 4; Anaheim 1 of 2. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Kinkaid 19-10-2 
(36 shots-32 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 28- 
17-6 (17-15). 

A-16,401 (17,174). T-2:33. 

Hurricanes 4, Islanders 3 

Carolina 2 1 1-4 

N.Y. Islanders 0 2 1-3 

First Period— 1, Carolina, Slavin 8 
(Rask, Nordstrom), 2:50. 2, Carolina, 
Stempniak 3, 4:44. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y Islanders, Bai¬ 
ley 18 (Tavares, Pulock), 10:29. 4, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Lee 34 (Tavares, Barzal), 12:22 
(pp). 5, Carolina, Rask 14 (Slavin, Nord¬ 
strom), 14:04. 

Third Period-6, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 35 
(Bailey, Tavares), 8:05 (pp). 7, Carolina, 
van Riemsdyk 2 (Sebastian Aho, Tera- 
vainen), 13:11. 

Shots on Goal— Carolina 13-17-9—39. 
N.Y. Islanders 6-11-12—29. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 3; N.Y. Islanders 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Carolina, Darling 12-17-7 (29 
shots-26 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 18- 
24-6 (39-35). 

A-10,688 (15,795). T-2:29. 

Blues 5, Blackhawks 4 (OT) 

St. Louis 0 2 2 1-5 

Chicago 2 11 0-4 

First Period— 1, Chicago, DeBrincat 23 
(Schmaltz, Keith), 13:07 (pp). 2, Chicago, 
DeBrincat 24 (Jurco, Oesterle), 19:08. 

Second Period— 3, St. Louis, Steen 
14 (Dunn, Pietrangelo), 2:02 (pp). 4, St. 
Louis, Dunn 5 (Schenn, Pietrangelo), 
5:14 (pp). 5, Chicago, Kampf 4 (Keith, Hi- 
nostroza), 19:58. 

Third Period— 6 , St. Louis, Sobotka 11 
(Dunn, Brodziak), 15:24. 7, Chicago, De¬ 
Brincat 25 (Anisimov, Jurco), 16:47. 8, St. 
Louis, Pietrangelo 15 (Schwartz, Dunn), 
18:38. 

Overtime— 9, St. Louis, Berglund 10 
(Pietrangelo, Steen), 3:31. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 8-14-15-4-41. 
Chicago 13-10-7-30. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 2 
of 3; Chicago 1 of 1. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 23-21-2 (30 
shots-26 saves). Chicago, Berube 2-4-1 
(41-36). 

A-21,687 (19,717). T-2:42. 

Lightning 3, Oilers 1 

Edmonton 1 0 0-1 

Tampa Bay 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Edmonton, Rattle 2, 
0:14. 2, Tampa Bay, Hedman 12 (Point), 
15:12. 

Second Period— 3, Tampa Bay, Kuch- 
erov 35 (Stamkos), 2:24 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
36 (Miller, Stamkos), 11:34. 

Shots on Goal— Edmonton 8-8-14—30. 
Tampa Bay 16-14-10—40. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 
0 of 5; Tampa Bay 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Edmonton, Montoya4-3-2 (40 
shots-37 saves). Tampa Bay, Domingue 
6-8-0 (30-29). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:23. 

Golden Knights 4, Flames 0 

Calgary 0 0 0-0 

Vegas 0 4 0-4 

Second Period— 1, Vegas, Miller 10 
(Schmidt, Perron), 5:33 (pp). 2, Vegas, 
Karlsson 37 (Neal), 6:26. 3, Vegas, Karls- 
son 38 (Marchessault), 13:01. 4, Vegas, 
Karlsson 39 (Schmidt), 14:49. 

Shots on Goal-Calgary 20-13-9-42. 
Vegas 6-12-13-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 0 
of 2; Vegas 1 of 2. 

Goalies-Calgary, Smith 24-19-6 (31 
shots-27 saves). Vegas, Fleury 26-11-3 
(42-42). 

A-18,075 (17,367). T-2:28. 



Jason Behnken/AP 

Tampa Bay right wing Nikita Kucherov, right, celebrates his third-period goal against Edmonton on 
Sunday. The Lightning extended their lead over Boston for the top spot in the East to four points. 

Roundup 


Kucherov scores two, helps 
Lightning pad lead in East 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Nikita Kuch¬ 
erov helped the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning quickly bounce back from a 
rare shutout loss. 

Kucherov scored twice to lead 
the Lightning to a 3-1 victory 
against the Edmonton Oilers on 
Sunday. Tampa Bay extended its 
lead to four points over Boston for 
the top overall spot in the Eastern 
Conference less than 24 hours 
after a shutout loss at home to the 
Bruins. 

“We weren’t sitting in here 
pouting,” said Lightning captain 
Steven Stamkos, who finished 
with two assists. “We thought we 
had a decent effort [against Bos¬ 
ton] and we knew we wanted to 
improve on it.” 

Kucherov’s fourth multi-goal 
game of the season extended his 
lead to four points in the race for 
the Art Ross Trophy over Edmon¬ 
ton’s Connor McDavid, who was 
held off the scoresheet. McDavid 
scored four goals against Tampa 
Bay earlier this season. 

“We tried to stay on top of him, 
have a guy back on him, not give 
him too much room,” said Tampa 
Bay center Brayden Point, who 
drew the defensive assignment 
against McDavid. “In the first pe¬ 
riod he had a pretty good chance 
kind of out of nothing just by skat¬ 
ing around us. After that we did a 
pretty good job of just staying on 
top of him.” 

Tampa Bay’s penalty kill was 
a big area of improvement as Ed¬ 
monton came up empty on five 
power-play chances, including 28 
seconds of a two-man advantage 


with 6:35 left in the third period. 
Despite 14 shots in total on the 
power play, nine during three 
successive chances in the third, 
the Oilers failed to convert with 
the man advantage. 

Jets 4, Stars 2: Patrik Laine 
scored twice to extend his point 
streak to 15 games and tie Alex 
Ovechkin for the NHL goal lead, 
and host Winnipeg beat Dallas to 
match the franchise wins record 
at 43. 

The second-year sniper has 43 
goals, and his point streak is the 
longest active run in the NHL. 
The streak includes 18 goals and 
eight assists. 

Golden Knights 4, Flames 0: 

William Karlsson scored a natu¬ 
ral hat trick to lead host Vegas 
over Calgary. 

Colin Miller also scored as 
Vegas snapped a four-game home 
losing streak and improved to 25- 
9-2 at T Mobile Arena. 

Marc-Andre Fleury earned his 
48th career shutout and fourth of 
the season, Fleury moved into a 
tie with Chris Osgood for 12th all- 
time among goaltenders at 401. 

Blues 5, Blackhawks 4 (OT): 
Patrik Berglund scored 3:31 into 
overtime, and visiting St. Louis 
came from behind for a big vic¬ 
tory over lowly Chicago. 

Defensemen Alex Pietrangelo 
and Vince Dunn each had a goal 
and three assists for the Blues, 
who are trying to rally for a wild 
card in the Western Conference. 

Alex DeBrincat scored three 
times for last-place Chicago, 
which has dropped five of six. 

Flyers 6, Capitals 3: Wayne 


Simmonds scored two goals to 
help lift host Philadelphia past 
Washington. 

Philadelphia stayed in third 
place in the Metropolitan Divi¬ 
sion and moved within four points 
of first-place Washington (41-24- 
7, 89 points). 

Alex Ovechkin scored his NHL- 
leading 43rd goal of the season 
for the Capitals, whose four-game 
winning streak was snapped. 

Avalanche 5, Red Wings 1: 
Nathan MacKinnon kept up his 
torrid scoring with two goals and 
an assist, Semyon Varlamov was 
sharp in making 37 saves and 
host Colorado extended Detroit’s 
skid to 10 games. 

Justin Abdelkader had a goal 
for the Red Wings, who fell to 0- 
9-1 during a winless streak that is 
their longest since a 12-game run 
in 1989. 

Ducks 4, Devils 2: Brandon 
Montour scored a power-play goal, 
helping lift host Anaheim into 
third place in the Pacific Division 
with a win over New Jersey. 

Ryan Getzlaf and Rickard 
Rakell each had a goal and an 
assist for the Ducks, who lead 
Los Angeles by two points in the 
division. 

New Jersey holds the second 
wild-card in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference, five points ahead of 
Florida. 

Hurricanes 4, Islanders 3: 

Trevor van Riemsdyk scored the 
go-ahead goal late in the third 
period and Scott Darling made 
26 saves as visiting Carolina beat 
New York. 
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GOLF/AUTO RACING 


Golf roundup 

Mcliroy ends drought 



Martin Truex Jr. celebrates after winning Sunday's NASCAR Cup race 
at Auto Club Speedway in Fontana, Calif. 

Champ Truex gets 
first win of season 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The con¬ 
nection Rory Mcliroy had with 
Arnold Palmer was strong even 
before he delivered a Sunday 
charge that would have made the 
King proud. 

Mcliroy first played the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational three years 
ago, and Palmer teared up at 
dinner when he asked Mcliroy if 
there was anything he needed and 
received this reply: “Mr. Palmer, 
thanks to you, I have everything I 
could ever need in my life.” 

Mcllroy’s last victory was at 
the Tour Championship on Sept. 
25,2016, the day Palmer died. 

Sunday was special for so many 
reasons. 

Tiger Woods brought Bay Hill 
to life when he pulled within one 
shot of the lead, only for Mcliroy 
to respond to the endless cheers 
and chants for Woods by running 
off five birdies over the last six 
holes to pull away. Mcliroy closed 
with a 64, just like the last time 
he won. And he ended his longest 
drought in eight years by winning 
on the course and tournament 
that Palmer built. 

The only thing missing was hav¬ 
ing the King around to celebrate. 

“I wish he would have been 
at the top of the hill to shake my 
hand when I came off the 18th 
green there,” Mcliroy said. “But 
hopefully, he’s proud of me with 
the way I played that back nine. I 
tried to be as aggressive as I could 
and tried to take on shots when I 
needed to, just like he would have. 
So yeah, it’s come full circle since 
that day in September in 2016, and 
just proud to be sitting up here and 
have my name on that trophy.” 

It really was the perfect ending. 

Bay Hill was rocking all af¬ 
ternoon, mostly for that red 
shirt. Woods, who started the 
final round five shot behind, 
made three birdies in a four-hole 


stretch to start the back nine and 
was within shot of the lead as ev¬ 
eryone behind him on the course 
appeared to stall. 

One shot changed everything. 

Woods couldn’t commit to a 
swing with his driver on the par- 
5 16th hole and sent it far and left 
— way left — over a fence and 
out-of-bounds, sending him to a 
bogey when he couldn’t afford 
anything less than birdie. 

He finished bogey-bogey-par for 
a 3-under 69 and tumbled down 
the leaderboard into a tie for fifth. 

That’s about when Mcliroy 
pulled away. 

The charge was vintage Palm¬ 
er — birdie putts on the 13th and 
14th, a chip-in from 40 feet on the 
15th, a 375-yard drive on the 16th 
that left him a sand wedge into 
the par 5 for a two-putt birdie. 

Mcliroy faced one last chal¬ 
lenge from Bryson DeChambeau, 
who had closed to within one shot 
with an eagle on the 16th hole. 
Mcliroy saw the score posted on 
the leaderboard to the right of the 
18th fairway, and he answered 
with a 7-iron over the water on 
the 18th to about 25 feet above 
the hole. 

It was the type of putt the gal¬ 
lery has seen Woods make to win 
in 2001, 2008 and 2009. 

Mcliroy buried it, raised both 
arms in the air and turned to 
slam his fist as the grandstands 
erupted with cheers. 

“I’ve seen Tiger make that 
enough times to know what it 
does,” Mcliroy said. “So I just 
wanted to try and emulate that.... 
Just to be able to create my own 
little bit of history on the 18th 
green here is pretty special.” 

That gave him a two-shot lead, 
and he was a winner for the 22nd 
time worldwide when DeCham¬ 
beau failed to hole out from the 
fairway for eagle. DeChambeau 
made bogey from the bunker on 
the 18th for a 68 and finished 


alone in second. 

Woods tied for fifth with Ryan 
Moore (71), and now heads to the 
Masters with plenty of momen¬ 
tum —just not a victory. 

His next stop is the Masters, 
where Woods will be a favorite 
to win his fifth green jacket. And 
to think that just over six months 
ago. Woods hadn’t been cleared 
by his doctors to hit balls after 
fusion surgery on his lower back, 
his fourth back surgery dating to 
the spring of 2014. 

“If you would have asked me 
at the beginning of the year that 
I would have had a chance to win 
two golf tournaments, I would 
have taken that in a heartbeat,” 
he said. 

LPGA Tour: Inbee Park spoiled 
Laura Davies’ bid to become the 
oldest winner in LPGA Tour his¬ 
tory, pulling away from the 54- 
year-old Englishwoman in the 
Founders Cup in Phoenix. 

Park closed with a 5-under 67 
in cool and breezy conditions at 
Desert Ridge for her 19th LPGA 
Tour victory and first in a little 
over a year. The 29-year-old 
South Korean star finished at 19- 
under 269, a day after revealing 
she was 50-50 about retiring be¬ 
fore returning from a long break. 

Davies, three strokes behind 
Park entering the round after 
the World Golf Hall of Famers 
shot matching 63s on Saturday, 
bogeyed the last for a 69 to finish 
five strokes back in a tie for sec¬ 
ond with Ariya Jutanugam and 
Marina Alex. 

Davies missed a chance to shat¬ 
ter the LPGA Tour’s age record 
set by Beth Daniel in the 2003 Ca¬ 
nadian Women’s Open at 46 years, 
8 months, 29 days. Davies also 
could have moved within one point 
of the LPGA Hall of Fame with a 
victory in the event honoring the 
13 women who founded the LPGA 
Tour in 1950. She won the last of 
her 20 LPGA Tour titles in 2001. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

FONTANA, Calif — Martin 
Truex Jr. saw nothing but clean 
air and green flags down the 
stretch in his first victory of the 
new NASCAR Cup season. 

Truex didn’t get much of a look 
at Kevin Harvick, whose bid for 
four straight wins was ruined by 
an early crash at Fontana. 

So even while Truex’s Furni¬ 
ture Row Racing Toyota team 
celebrated, it was a wee bit disap¬ 
pointed not to get a duel with the 
early-season king. 

“I think we would have had 
something for him today,” team 
owner Barney Visser said. 

Truex roared to victory at Fon¬ 
tana on Sunday, beating Kyle 
Larson by 11 seconds to claim 
the first win of the season for last 
year’s series champion. 

Truex won both stages before 
rolling to the checkered flag on 
his 16th career victory and his 
first since that glorious champi¬ 
onship day at Homestead last No¬ 
vember. His first career victory 
at Fontana even moved Truex into 
the overall points lead, thanks to 
Harvick’s woes. 

Harvick dragged his damaged 
car to a 35th-place finish after 
early contact with Larson ruined 
his day. But after dominating at 
Auto Club Speedway, Truex’s team 
was no longer certain Harvick has 
the fastest ride in the field. 

“It just feels good to win,” said 
Truex, who became the third 
driver to win from the pole at Fon¬ 
tana. “I don’t really worry about 
who else is fast. Obviously [Har¬ 
vick] has been quick. They’ve 
got a great team, and Kevin is 
an awesome driver. But as we’ve 
seen today, we can put together a 
run as well.” 

Truex took the lead for good 
with 32 laps left by getting past 
Kyle Busch, who finished third. 
Brad Keselowski was fourth. 

“People kept asking, ‘When 
are you going to win again?”’ said 
Truex, who led 125 laps overall. 
‘“When are you going to win any 
stages?’ Well, here you go.” 

When Truex got a series of post¬ 
race questions about Harvick, 
the defending champ suggested 
that Furniture Row proved early 
on that it can hang with Stewart- 
Haas Racing. 

“That first pit stop was under 


green, and he came in pretty close 
(to me),” Truex said. “We left pit 
road, and I drove away from him. 
That was the only gauge I really 
had of that.... I’m sure we’ll have 
plenty of chances to race each 
other throughout the rest of the 
season.” 

Here are more things to know 
about the race at Fontana: 

Kevin’s smack: Harvick’s bid to 
become the 14th driver ever to win 
four straight races ended when he 
hit the wall after side-to-side con¬ 
tact with Larson on the 37th lap. 
Harvick’s flapping bumper was 
the most obvious problem, but he 
made a nice save down the track 
to avoid an interior wall. 

Harvick took the blame for the 
mistake. 

“I went down to side-draft and 
[Larson] was coming up and we 
touched, and it just knocked the 
thing to the right and spun out,” 
Harvick said. “I don’t know that 
it’s his fault. I think that’s my fault 
for coming down the racetrack 
right there and trying to side- 
draft, and then as we touch, it just 
came back up the racetrack. I was 
just trying to get a little too much 
right there.” 

Harvick’s car was repaired, and 
he managed to earn two stand¬ 
ings points. Harvick had won in 
Atlanta, Las Vegas and Phoenix 
before arriving in his home state 
for an attempt to become the sec¬ 
ond driver in this century to win 
four straight. 

Clean sweep: Truex won both 
stages and a race for the third 
time in his career. He also accom¬ 
plished the feat at Las Vegas and 
Chicagoland during his cham¬ 
pionship 2017 season. “I would 
have liked to be one spot better, 
but I couldn’t even see Martin,” 
said Larson, the race’s defending 
champion. 

JJ in 9lh: Six-time Fontana 
champ Jimmie Johnson finished 
ninth for his first top-10 finish of 
the season, ending a 10-race skid 
outside the top 10 — the worst 
such stretch of his career. John¬ 
son’s winless streak reached 28 
races, also his longest in a career 
that began in 2001. 

Back and forth: Truex and 
Busch traded the lead during the 
final stage, but Busch had a prob¬ 
lematic pit stop that left his car 
handling poorly. Truex passed 
him for good with 32 laps to go. 
Busch was less than pleased. 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


Rory Mcliroy celebrates after making a birdie on the 18th green during the finai round of the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational on Sunday in Orlando, Ra. Mcliroy won the tournament at 18-under-par. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Philadelphia 
New York 


52 18 .743 - 

47 23 .671 5 

38 30 .559 13 


Brooklyn 22 48 .314 30 

Southeast Division 

Washington 40 30 .571 - 

37 33 .529 3 

30 40 .429 10 

21 49 .300 19 


Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Centrai Division 


20 50 .286 20 


40 30 .571 '/2 

37 32 .536 3 

30 39 .435 10 

24 45 .348 16 


Western Conference 


30 .571 16 

30 .571 16 

48 .314 34 

19 50 .275 36'/2 


Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

y-Houston 56 14 .800 - 

San Antonio 
New Orleans 

Memphis __ .. 

Northwest Division 

Portland 44 26 .629 - 

Oklahoma City 43 29 .597 2 

Utah 40 30 .571 4 

Minnesota 40 31 .563 4'/2 

Denver 38 32 .543 6 

Pacific Division 

y-Golden State 53 17 .757 - 

LA. Clippers 37 32 .536 15'/2 

L.A. Lakers 31 38 .449 21'/2 

Sacramento 23 48 .324 30'/2 

Phoenix 19 52 .268 34'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
Oklahoma City 132, Toronto 125 
New Orleans 108, Boston 89 
Houston 129, Minnesota 120 
Portland 122, L.A. Clippers 109 
Monday’s games 
Charlotte at Philadelphia 
L.A. Lakers at Indiana 
Milwaukee at Cleveland 
Chicago at New York 
Denver at Miami 
Memphis at Brooklyn 
Golden State at San Antonio 
Detroit at Sacramento 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto at Orlando 
Dallas at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota 
Oklahoma City at Boston 
Atlanta at Utah 
Detroit at Phoenix 
Houston at Portland 

Wednesday’s games 
Memphis at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Cleveland 
Charlotte at Brooklyn 
New York at Miami 
Denver at Chicago 
Indiana at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Milwaukee 
Washington at San Antonio 

Sunday 

Rockets 129, T-wolves 120 

HOUSTON - Ariza 4-11 0-0 11, Tucker 

4- 9 1-4 12, Capela 8-11 0-2 16, Paul 4-8 9-10 
18, Harden 9-18 14-14 34, Anderson 4-6 2-2 
14, Mbah a Moute 3-5 1-2 7, Gordon 2-5 0-0 
5, Green 5-5 0-2 12. Totals 43-78 27-36 129. 

MINNESOTA - Bjelica 6-10 1-2 15, Gib¬ 
son 2-6 0-0 4, Towns 9-15 2-3 20, Teague 

5- 11 10-10 23, Wiggins 8-16 3-6 21, Dieng 

1- 2 1-2 3, Jones 0-3 0-0 0, Rose 6-11 2-2 
14, Crawford 8-12 1-1 20. Totals 45-86 20- 
26 120. 

Houston 38 39 30 22-129 

Minnesota 23 33 35 29-120 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 16-35 (An¬ 
derson 4-5, Tucker 3-5, Ariza 3-8, Green 

2- 2, Harden 2-9, Gordon 1-3, Paul 1-3), 
Minnesota 10-20 (Crawford 3-4, Teague 

3- 5, Wiggins 2-3, Bjelica 2-4, Gibson 0-1, 
Rose 0-1, Jones 0-2). Fouled Out—Tucker. 
Rebounds—Houston 33 (Capela 12), Min¬ 
nesota 41 (Towns 18). Assists—Houston 
28 (Harden 12), Minnesota 24 (Teague 
11). Total Fouls—Houston 26, Minnesota 
26. Technicals—Green, Dieng. Ejected— 
Green. A-18,978 (18,798). 


Pelicans 108, Celtics 89 

BOSTON - Morris 5-14 5-7 17, Horford 
3-11 0-0 6, Baynes 0-2 0-0 0, Rozier 6-16 
0-0 13, Tatum 9-14 3-5 23, Nader 2-5 2-8 
8, Ojeleye 1-3 0-0 3, Yabusele 1-2 0-0 2, 
Monroe 6-13 0-0 12, Allen 0-0 0-0 0, Lar¬ 
kin 2-7 0-0 5, Bird 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-87 
10-20 89. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 4-9 0-0 11, Da¬ 
vis 14-24 6-8 34, Okafor 4-4 0-0 8, Rondo 
2-5 0-0 4, Holiday 2-5 3-3 7, Miller 1-1 0-0 
3, Hill 0-0 0-0 0, Mirotic 4-12 7-9 16, Diallo 
7-9 3-4 17, Drew II 0-3 0-0 0, Liggins 0-1 0- 
0 0, Clark 3-9 1-18, Cooke 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
41-82 20-25 108. 

Boston 28 21 27 13- 89 

New Orleans 20 27 35 26-108 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 9-26 (Ta¬ 
tum 2-3, Nader 2-3, Morris 2-4, Ojeleye 

1- 2, Larkin 1-5, Rozier 1-6, Horford 0-3), 
New Orleans 6-18 (Moore 3-5, Miller 1-1, 
Clark 1-3, MIrotIc 1-5, Holiday 0-1, Davis 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Bos¬ 
ton 44 (Rozier 7), New Orleans 44 (Davis 
11). Assists—Boston 17 (Rozier 5), New 
Orleans 33 (Rondo 11). Total Fouls—Bos¬ 
ton 21, New Orleans 13. Technicals— 
Morris, New Orleans coach Alvin Gentry. 
A-18,277 (16,867). 

Thunder 132, Raptors 125 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 6-14 10-12 
22, Anthony 6-10 0-0 15, Adams 10-13 5-9 
25, Westbrook 15-22 6-8 37, Brewer 4-8 
0-0 10, Huestls 0-4 0-0 0, Grant 3-5 3-5 9, 
Patterson 1-4 0-0 3, Felton 2-6 0-0 5, Fer¬ 
guson 0-0 0-0 0, Abrines 2-2 0-0 6. Totals 
49-88 24-34 132. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 2-2 0-2 5, Ibaka 

2- 11 2-2 7, Valanciunas 5-7 0-0 10, Lowry 
7-10 3-3 22, DeRozan 8-18 5-7 24, Powell 
2-4 1-1 6, Miles 5-12 2-3 15, Slakam 5-5 
0-0 10, Nogueira 2-2 1-1 5, Poeltl 2-2 2-2 
6, Wright 6-8 2-2 15. Totals 46-81 18-23 
125. 

Oklahoma City 40 26 31 35-132 

Toronto 34 30 34 27-125 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 
10-21 (Anthony 3-4, Abrines 2-2, Brewer 
2-4, Westbrook 1-1, Patterson 1-2, Felton 
1-3, Huestis 0-1, Grant 0-1, George 0-3), 
Toronto 15-30 (Lowry 5-7, DeRozan 3-6, 
Miles3-9, Anunoby 1-1, Powell 1-2, Wright 
1-2, Ibaka 1-3). Fouled Out—Lowry. Re¬ 
bounds—Oklahoma City 39 (Westbrook 
13), Toronto 31 (Ibaka 6). Assists—Okla¬ 
homa City 27 (Westbrook 14), Toronto 
31 (Lowry 10). Total Fouls—Oklahoma 
City 24, Toronto 25. Technicals—Antho¬ 
ny, Toronto coach Raptors (Defensive 
three second), DeRozan 2, Ibaka, Toronto 
coach Dwane Casey. Ejected —DeRozan, 
Ibaka. A-19,800 (19,800). 

Trail Blazers 122, Clippers 109 

PORTLAND - Harkless 8-11 2-2 21, 
Aminu 6-12 0-0 16, Nurkic 8-18 1-2 17, Lil- 
lard 6-13 9-9 23, McCollum 9-17 1-2 21, 
Layman 0-0 0-0 0, Davis 1-3 0-0 2, Swani- 
gan 0-0 0-0 0, Collins 1-5 1-2 4, Leonard 

1- 2 0-0 2, Napier 4-4 0-0 9, Turner 2-5 2- 
3 7, Connaughton 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 46-92 
16-20 122. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Thornwell 2-7 1-2 5, 
Harris 5-14 0-0 11, Jordan 3-4 1-2 7, Rivers 
5-11 3-4 15, Teodosic 2-7 0-0 6, Dekker 0-0 
0-0 0, Johnson 2-2 0-0 5, Harrell 9-14 6-10 
24, Marjanovic 0-2 4-4 4, Evans 1-2 0-0 2, 
Kilpatrick 0-2 0-0 0, L.Williams 11-24 5-5 
30. Totals 40-89 20-27 109. 

Portland 24 34 33 31-122 

L.A. Clippers 18 34 29 28-109 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 14-29 
(Aminu 4-7, Harkless 3-4, McCollum 2-4, 
Llllard 2-6, Napier 1-1, Turner 1-2, Col¬ 
lins 1-3, Leonard 0-1, Connaughton 0-1), 
L.A. Clippers 9-23 (L.Williams 3-6, Rivers 

2- 5, Teodosic 2-5, Johnson 1-1, Harris 
1-4, Thornwell 0-2). Fouled Out—Davis. 
Rebounds—Portland 47 (Nurkic 12), L.A. 
Clippers 38 (Jordan 16). Assists—Portland 
24 (Napier 8), L.A. Clippers 21 (L.Williams 
4). Total Fouls—Portland 22, L.A. Clippers 
17. Technicals—L.A. Clippers coach Clip¬ 
pers (Defensive three second). A—17,776 
(19,060). 



Michael Owen Baker/AP 


Portland’s Ed Davis, top, helps up teammate Damian Ullard during the second half of Sunday’s game 
against the Clippers in Los Angeles. The Trail Blazers won 122-109. 

Roundup 


Blazers soar to 13tli straight win 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Damian Lillard scored 23 
points and CJ McCollum added 21 to lead the Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers to their 13th straight victory, 122- 
109 over the Los Angeles Clippers on Sunday night. 

Portland’s dynamic guard duo led five Blazers 
players in double-figures, with Maurice Harkless 
scoring 21 points, Jusuf Nurkic 17 along with 12 re¬ 
bounds and Al-Farouq Aminu adding 16 points. 

Los Angeles lost its third straight and fell two 
games back of the final playoff spot in the Western 
Conference with 13 games remaining. 

Thunder 132, Raptors 125: Russell Westbrook 
had 37 points, 14 assists and 13 rebounds for his 
fifth straight triple-double, Steven Adams scored 
25 points and visiting Oklahoma City snapped To¬ 
ronto’s 11-game winning streak. 

DeMar DeRozan scored 24 points and Kyle 
Lowry fouled out with 22 points and 10 assists as 
the Eastern Conference-leading Raptors suffered 


just their sixth home loss of the season. 

DeRozan, Serge Ibaka and Raptors coach Dwane 
Casey were all ejected in the final minute for com¬ 
plaining to the officials. DeRozan was incensed 
after not getting a call on his drive with 30 seconds 
left, and picked up two technicals in the following 
22 seconds. 

Rockets 129, Timberwolves 120: James Hard¬ 
en had 34 points and 12 assists, and visiting Hous¬ 
ton held off a fourth-quarter rally to beat Minnesota 
for the Rockets’ 26th win in 28 games. 

The loss dropped the Wolves into the eighth play¬ 
off spot after starting the day in a tie for fifth. 

Pelicans 108, Celtics 89: Anthony Davis had 34 
points and 11 rebounds, and host New Orleans beat 
banged-up Boston. 

Second-year pro Cheick Diallo had a season-high 
17 points and Nikola Mirotic added 16 for New Or¬ 
leans, which was desperate to win after dropping 
four of its previous five while in the thick of the 
Western Conference playoff race. 
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Briefly 

Lue taking 
leave from 
Cavaliers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Cavaliers 
coach Tyronn Lue is taking a 
leave of absence from the team 
to address health issues that have 
included chest pains and loss of 
sleep. 

Lue said Monday in a statement 
that tests have offered no conclu¬ 
sion about what the issue is and 
offered no timetable for his re¬ 
turn. The coach said he feels he 
needs to step away “and focus on 
trying to establish a stronger and 
healthier foundation” from which 
to coach the rest of the season. 

“While I have tried to work 
through it, the last thing I want 
is for it to affect the team. I am 
going to use this time to focus on 
a prescribed routine and medica¬ 
tion, which has previously been 
difficult to start in the midst of a 
season,” the 40-year-old Lue said. 

The Cavs are 40-29, third in the 
Eastern Conference, and have en¬ 
dured roster shake-ups, injuries 
and other distractions as they try 
to return to the NBA Finals. 

Twins SS Polanco 
suspended for PEDs 

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota 
Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco 
has been suspended for 80 games 
after testing positive for a perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing substance. 

The commissioner’s office an¬ 
nounced Sunday that Polanco 
tested positive for Stanozolol. 

Polanco started 127 games at 
shortstop last year for the Twins, 
finishing with a .256 batting av¬ 
erage, 13 home runs, 13 stolen 
bases and 74 RBIs in his first full 
season as a regular in the lineup. 

In other MLB news: 

■ AL MVP Jose Altuve and 
the World Series champion Hous¬ 
ton Astros have finalized a $163.5 
million, seven-year contract that 
guarantees an additional $151 
million over five seasons. 

Raiders trade returner 
Patterson to Patriots 

ALAMEDA, Calif — The Oak¬ 
land Raiders are trading star kick 
returner Cordarrelle Patterson to 
the New England Patriots. 

A person familiar with the deal 
said Sunday that the deal will 
become official after Patterson 
passes a physical. 

NFL Network reported that 
Oakland will receive a fifth- 
round pick in the deal and send 
one of its six sixth-round picks to 
New England. 

Patterson is one of the most 
accomplished kickoff returners 
in the game. His career average 
of 30.2 yards per return ranks 
second all-time to Hall of Earner 
Gale Sayers’ 30.6 mark. 

For his career, Patterson has 
163 catches for 1,625 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


Louisville’s Myisha Hines-Allen goes for a layup during a second- 
round game against Marquette on Sunday. The Cardinals won 90-72. 

Scoreboard 


Albany Regional 

First Round 
Friday 

At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Virginia 68, Caiifornia62 
South Caroiina 63, N.C. A&T 52 

Saturday, March 17 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn 140, Saint Francis (Pa.) 52 
Quinnipiac 86, Miami 72 

At Athens, Ga. 

Duke 72, Beimont 58 
Georgia 68, Mercer 63 

At Taiiahassee, Fieu 
Fiorida State 91, Littie Rock 49 
Buffaio 102, South Florida 79 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Coiumhia, S.C. 

South Carolina 66, Virginia 56 
Monday, March 19 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn (33-0) vs. Quinnipiac (28-5) 

At Athens, Ga. 

Duke (23-8) vs. Georgia (26-6) 

At Taiiahassee, Fia. 

Buffalo (28-5) vs. Florida State (26-6) 

Regionai Semifinais 
Saturday, March 24 
At Aihany, N.Y. 

South Carolina (28-6) vs. Buffalo-Flori- 
da State winner 

UConn-Quinnipiac winner vs. Duke- 
Georgia winner 

Spokane Regional 

First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Notre Dame, ind. 

Notre Dame 99, Cal State Northridge 81 
Villanova 81, South Dakota State 74, OT 

At Coiiege Station, Texas 

DePaul 90, Oklahoma 79 
Texas A&M 89, Drake 76 

At Eugene, Ore. 

Minnesota 89, Green Bay 77 
Oregon 88, Seattle 45 

Saturday, March 17 
At Coiumhus, Ohio 
Central Michigan 78, LSU 69 
Ohio State 87, George Washington 45 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Notre Dame, ind. 

Notre Dame 98, Villanova 72 
At Coiiege Station, Texas 
Texas A&M 80, DePaul 79 
At Eugene, Ore. 

Oregon 101, Minnesota 73 

Monday, March 19 
At Coiumhus, Ohio 

Central Michigan (29-4) vs. Ohio State 
(28-6) 

Regionai Semifinais 
Saturday, March 24 
At Spokane, Wash. 

Notre Dame (31-3) vs. Texas A&M (26- 
9) 


Kansas City Regional 

First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Raieigh, N.C. 


Saturday, March 17 
At Starkviiie, Miss. 

Oklahoma State 84, Syracuse 57 
Mississippi State 95, Nicholls 50 

At Los Angeies 

UCLA 71, American 60 
Creighton 76, Iowa 70 

At Austin, Texas 
Arizona State 73, Nebraska 62 
Texas 83, Maine 54 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Raieigh, N.C. 

N.C. State 74, Maryland 60 

Monday, March 19 
At Starkviiie, Miss. 

Mississippi State (33-1) vs. Oklahoma 
State (21-10) 

At Los Angeies 

Creighton (19-12) vs. UCLA (25-7) 

At Austin, Texas 

Arizona State (22-12) vs. Texas (27-6) 
Regionai Semifinais 
Friday, March 23 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

N.C. State (26-8) vs. Mississippi State- 
Oklahoma State winner 

Creighton-UCLA winner vs. Arizona 
State-Texas winner 

Lexington Regional 

First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Louisviiie, Ky. 

Louisville 74, Boise State 42 
Marquette 84, Dayton 65 

At Knoxviiie, Tenn. 

Oregon State 82, Western Kentucky 58 
Tennessee 100, Liberty 60 

At Waco, Texas 

Michigan 75, Northern Colorado 61 
Baylor 96, Grambling State 46 

Saturday, March 17 
At Stanford, Caiif. 

Florida Gulf Coast 80, Missouri 70 
Stanford 82, Gonzaga 68 

SeconoRound 
Sunday, March 18 
At Louisviiie, Ky. 

Louisville 90, Marquette 72 
At Knoxviiie, Tenn. 

Oregon State 66, Tennessee 59 
At Waco, Texas 
Baylor 80, Michigan 58 

Monday, March 19 
At Stanford, Caiif. 

Florida Gulf Coast (31-4) vs. Stanford 
(23-10) 

Regionai Semifinais 
Friday, March 23 
At Lexington, Ky. 

Oregon State (25-7) vs. Baylor (33-1) 
Louisville (34-2) vs. Florida Gulf Coast- 
Stanford winner 


Roundup 

Lady Vols suffer 
first home loss 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Tennessee’s 
streak is over, N.C. State is headed 
to the Sweet 16 for the first time in 
11 years and Texas A&M pulled 
off another record comeback. 

It was an eventful start to the 
second round. 

The Lady Vols had been 57-0 
at home in the women’s NCAA 
Tournament before Sunday. 
Sixth-seeded Oregon State ended 
that run with a 66-59 victory. 

Lexington Regional 

No. 6 Oregon State 66, No. 

3 Tennessee 59: At Knoxville, 
Tenn., senior Marie Gulich had 14 
points and 12 rebounds to lead the 
Beavers to their third straight re¬ 
gional semifinal appearance. 

It’s the second straight season 
that Tennessee lost in the second 
round of the NCAAs and will miss 
the Sweet 16 in back-to-back sea¬ 
sons. That’s only happened one 
other time to the storied program 
in the 37 years it has played in the 
tournament. 

“We had an opportunity to do 
something today that is really 
special and that is a first,” Oregon 
State coach Scott Rueck said. “So 
when the clock was ticking down 
right at the very end and we knew 
we had it, I just couldn’t hardly 
believe how far this team has 
come.” 

No. 1 Louisville 90, No. 8 Mar¬ 
quette 72: Myisha Hines-Allen 
had 24 points and 13 rebounds, 
Asia Durr scored 19 points and 
host Louisville quickly pounced on 
Marquette on the way to a victory. 

The Cardinals (34-2) advanced 
to their second consecutive Sweet 
16 and will play 80 miles east in in 
Lexington, Ky. 

Hines-Allen and Durr made 
sure of that right away by com¬ 
bining for 26 points on 12-for-14 
shooting in the first half 

No. 2 Baylor 80, No. 7 Michi¬ 
gan 58: At Waco, Texas, Lauren 
Cox had 18 points with 16 re¬ 
bounds, and the Lady Bears are 
going to the NCAA Sweet 16 for 
the 10th year in a row. 

The Big 12 champion Lady 
Bears (33-1) finally put Michigan 
away by scoring 13 consecutive 
points in the third quarter. They 
led 57-41 on a driving layup by 
Kalani Brown that capped the 

4 Vi-minute spurt. 

Baylor, the No. 2 seed, takes a 
30-game winning streak into its 
regional semifinal game Friday 
against Oregon State. 

Spokane Regional 

No. 1 Notre Dame 98, No. 9 
Villanova 72: With the top-seeded 
Irish struggling to a halftime tie 
at home against Villanova, a vis¬ 
ibly angry Muffet McGraw had 
seen enough. 

When the Irish returned from 
the locker room, Kathryn West- 


beld, who sat out the first half 
with a left ankle sprain, entered 
the game and Notre Dame found 
its way to the regional semifinals 
for the ninth straight season. 

Using the juice provided by 
Westbeld’s return, the Irish start¬ 
ed the third quarter with a 12-3 
run and outscored the Wildcats 
(23-9) by a 28-8 margin. 

She changed the course of the 
game,” McGraw said. “I thought 
we defended a lot better in the 
second half and with Kathryn 
we’re a very different team.” 

Jessica Shepard had her fourth 
straight double-double with 25 
points and 10 rebounds to lead 
Notre Dame. 

No. 2 Oregon 101, No. 10 

Minnesota 73: Sabrina lonescu 
had 29 points, nine assists and 
seven rebounds and the host 
Ducks earned their 11th straight 
victory and advanced to the 
Sweet 16 for the second straight 
season. Last year they went to the 
Elite Eight for the first time in 
program history. 

lonescu was just short of her 
second straight and 11th career 
triple-double. A sophomore, lo¬ 
nescu holds the all-time NCAA 
record for triple doubles. 

No. 4 Texas A&M 80, No. 5 
DePaul 79: At College Station, 
Texas, freshman Chennedy Cart¬ 
er hit a three with 3.2 seconds left, 
capping a 37-point performance, 
to help the Aggies rally from a 17- 
point second-half deficit. 

Carter had 32 of her points after 
halftime and the fourth-seeded 
Aggies (26-9) pulled off another 
stunning second-half comeback 
for the second consecutive year. 
It was the largest comeback ever 
in the second round of the tourna¬ 
ment and the fourth largest ever. 

Kansa5 City Regional 

No. 4 North Carolina 5tate 74, 
No. 5 Maryland 60: At Raleigh, 
N.C. , Kiara Leslie had 21 points 
and 11 rebounds against her for¬ 
mer team, and the fourth-seeded 
Wolfpack (26-8) earned their first 
Sweet 16 appearance since the 
late Kay Yow led an inspirational 
run in 2007. 

Leslie, who spent three seasons 
at Maryland before graduating 
and transferring to N.C. State, 
finished one point shy of a career 
high. 

Albany Regional 

No. 2 5outh Carolina 66, No. 
10 Virginia 56: A’ja Wilson had 
25 points and 11 rebounds in her 
last-ever college home game to 
lead South Carolina to its fifth 
consecutive trip to the Sweet 16 
with a victory over Virginia. 

Wilson, the three-time South¬ 
eastern (jonference player of the 
year, posted her 23rd double-dou¬ 
ble of the season and 53rd of her 
career for the Gamecocks (28-6). 
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Scoreboard 


EAST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Pittsburgh 

Villanova 81, Alabama 58 

At Dallas 

Texas Tech 69, Florida 66 

Sunday, March 18 
At Detroit 

Purdue 76, Butler 73 

At San Diego 

West Virginia 94, Marshall 71 

At Boston 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Villanova (32-4) vs. West Virginia (26- 
LO) 

Purdue (30-6) vs. Texas Tech (26-9) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Semifinai winners 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Boise, Idaho 
Kentucky 95, Buffaio 75 
At Dallas 

Loyoia of Chicago 63, Tennessee 62 

Sunday, March 18 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

Kansas State 50, UMBC 43 

At Nashville, Tenn. 

Nevada 75, Cincinnati 73 
At Atlanta 
Regional Semifinals 


Nevada (29-7) vs. Loyola of Chicago 
30-5) 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinai winners 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Pittsburgh 
Duke 87, Rhode Island 62 

At Wichita, Kan. 

Kansas 83, Seton Hall 79 

Sunday, March 18 
At Detroit 

Syracuse 55, Michigan State 53 

At San Diego 
Clemson 84, Auburn 53 

At Omaha, Neb. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 
Kansas (29-7) vs. Ciemson (25-9) 

Duke (28-7) vs. Syracuse (23-13) 
Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Semifinai winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Boise, Idaho 
Gonzaga 90, Ohio State 84 
At Wichita, Kan. 

Michigan 64, Houston 63 

Sunday, March 18 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

Texas A&M 86, North Carolina 65 
At Nashville, Tenn. 

Fiorida State 75, Xavier 70 
At Los Angeles 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Texas A&M (22-12) vs. Michigan (30-7) 
Fiorida State (22-11) vs. Gonzaga (32- 
i) 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinai winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At The Alamodome 
San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 
South champion vs. West champion 
East champion vs. Midwest champion 
National Championship 
Monday, April 2 
Semifinai winners 


Madness reigns in opening rounds 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Michigan guard Jordan Poole is chased by teammates after making a three-pointer at the buzzer to beat 
Houston in their second-round game on ^turday, in Wichita, Kan. The Wolverines won 64-63. 


Top seeds, defending 
champs fall in wild 
start to tournament 

By Genaro C. Armas 

Associated Press 

One word succinctly describes 
what’s transpired so far in the 
NCAA Tournament: 

Madness. 

But even that’s probably under¬ 
selling it. 

A comeback for the ages by Ne¬ 
vada. An entire region left with¬ 
out a Top 4 seed in the Sweet 16 
for the first time in tourney his¬ 
tory. The 16-seed winner UMBC, 
falling short in its attempt to ex¬ 
tend its historic run as underdog 
darlings. Oh, and defending na¬ 
tional champion North Carolina 
is out, routed in its own state by 
Texas A&M. 

And that was just on Sunday. 
When No. 1 seed Xavier was 
bounced, too. 

A memorable, zany first two 
rounds — even by March Mad¬ 
ness standards — set up what 
could be another wild two week¬ 
ends in a tournament where any¬ 
thing can become reality. 

“It’s what makes March Mad¬ 
ness special and it kills the 
coaches because it’s so hard and 
you think you have a great team,” 
Kansas State coach Bruce Weber 
said. “It’s March Madness and 
you never know what’s going to 
happen.” 

Before the first tipoff on Thurs¬ 
day, many prognosticators had 
deemed this tournament one of 
the most wide-open in recent 
history. 

It’s turned into a nutty, once-in- 
a-generation kind of ride. 

Loyola-Chicago won two thrill¬ 
ers to get to the Sweet 16, making 
a social media star out of their 
98-year-old chaplain. Sister Jean. 
And then the telegenic nun who 
provides her own scouting re¬ 
ports to players got overshadowed 
by the ultimate Cinderella team. 


The UMBC Retrievers became 
the first No. 16 seed in the history 
of the men’s tournament to beat a 
No. 1 seed, defeating Virginia in 
the first round Friday night. 

By 20 points. Over the top over¬ 
all seed and the unanimous No. 1 
team in the AP poll. 

The Retrievers’ run came to an 
end on Sunday night in a 50-43 loss 
to ninth-seeded Kansas State, but 
not before tattooing a lasting im¬ 
print on American sports, draw¬ 
ing attention from stars of the 
NFL, NBA and Twitch — and love 
from underdogs everywhere. 

“We put our name on the map. 
We (gave) hope to teams that come 
to the tournament with lower 
seeds,” guard K. J. Maura said. 

UMBC’s success story contrib¬ 


uted to the messy, unprecedent¬ 
edly jumbled bracket in the South 
Region, where the highest-re¬ 
maining seed is No. 5 Kentucky. 
It’s the first time in tourney his¬ 
tory that a regional semifinal will 
be held without a top 4 seed, ac¬ 
cording to the NCAA. 

Seventh-seeded Nevada added 
to that by matching the second- 
biggest comeback in tournament 
history to beat No. 2 seed Cin¬ 
cinnati 75-73 after trailing by 22 
points in the second half 

“That locker room right now. 
I’ve never seen anything like it in 
my life. It’s the happiest I’ve ever 
seen. It’s the happiest I’ve ever 
been in my life,” Wolf Pack coach 
Eric Musselman said. 

The way reigning champion 


North Carolina got bounced from 
the tournament in an 86-65 loss 
to Texas A&M might have been 
the top storyline on any other 
tournament day. It left coach Roy 
Williams with the most lopsided 
tournament loss of his Hall of 
Fame career. 

It was also the second straight 
year the titleholder lost before 
the Sweet 16. And it happened in 
UNC-friendly territory in Char¬ 
lotte, North Carolina, where the 
Tar Heels hadn’t lost a tourney 
game since 1979. 

“I didn’t picture it ending it like 
this,” said Williams with his play¬ 
ers sitting nearby. “I pictured it 
ending with these guys having 
a huge smile on their face, but 
that’s not college basketball.” 



Brian Cassella, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Loyola guard Clayton Custer 
signs autographs as fans 
welcome the Ramblers back to 
campus on Sunday, in Chicago, 
after the team advanced to the 
Sweet 16 their first tournament 
appearance since 1985. 


Loyola-Chicago savoring fruits of grassroots rebuild 


^It’s amazing when you have a group of people who believe, f 

Porter Moser 

Loyola-Chicago head coach 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated Press 

DALLAS — Porter Moser wants his Loyola- 
Chicago players to savor every moment of the 
NCAA Tournament. It took the Ramblers a 
long time, and last-moment shots in consecu¬ 
tive games, to go from what the coach termed 
a “grassroots rebuild” to the Sweet 16. 

“It’s amazing when you have a group of 
people who believe,” Moser said. “I mean, just 
this group is resilient. They believe.” 

Maybe on this Sunday, when they returned 
home to Chicago from Dallas, they took the 
chance to catch their breath a bit — and say a 
prayer or two of thanks. 

“We knew we were having to win and win 
the conference and then get to the conference 
tournament, and it’s been this mentality of you 
win, enjoy the moment,” Moser said. “I’m let¬ 
ting them enjoy it because it’s a mature, close 
group. And I want them to enjoy it. Then the 
next day, we all say put it in the bank, next one 
up.” 

In 100 years of basketball at Loyola, a Cath¬ 
olic college in the heart of Chicago with of 


about 16,000 students, no team has won more 
games than this year’s Ramblers (30-5), the 
No. 11 seed in the South Region. 

“It just means the world to us to bring that 
pride back to this program,” senior guard Ben 
Richardson said. 

They matched the 29 wins of their 1963 
national championship team when Donte In¬ 
gram’s last-moment three-pointer beat Miami 
in the NCAA opener Thursday. They broke that 
mark two days later, when Clayton Custer’s 
jumper got a friendly bounce off the rim with 
3.6 seconds left for a win over Tennessee. 

“It just means our season is not over,” senior 
Aundre Jackson said. “We’ve reached no fin¬ 
ish line.” 

Loyola plays in Atlanta on Thursday night 
against No. 7 seed Nevada, which had a huge 


rally Sunday night to beat No. 2 seed Cincin¬ 
nati 75-73. 

Along with their national title, the Ramblers 
went to the Sweet 16 in their last NCAA Tour¬ 
nament appearance 33 years ago before Pat¬ 
rick Ewing and Georgetown beat them in the 
third round. 

Time after time when speaking to groups 
and fans, the coach who is from the Chicago 
area repeatedly asked people to imagine 
Loyola getting back to the NCAA Tournament 
— and advancing. 

“I just kept on pounding that vision,” Moser 
said. “It isn’t just me. It is an absolute wide 
stretch of people at Loyola that has had that 
vision to do it the right way with a good foun¬ 
dation of great kids, great student-athletes.” 

Everybody can surely see that now. 
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Underdog UMBC’s run ends 



Nevada guard Jordan Caroline, left, and Cincinnati forward Gary 
Clark chase a loose ball in the first half Sunday in Nashville, Tenn. 

Nevada's rally 
stuns Cincinnati 


By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ne¬ 
vada’s Jordan Caroline sat in 
the Wolf Pack’s locker room and 
shouted the three words that 
were being repeated in house¬ 
holds across the country. 

“What just happened?!?” 

Only a comeback that matched 
the second-largest in NCAA 
Tournament history. 

Nevada rallied from 22 points 
down in the final 11 minutes Sun¬ 
day to stun No. 2 seed Cincinnati 
75-73 and earn its second Sweet 
16 appearance ever. Josh Hall 
converted an offensive rebound 
with 9.1 seconds left to make the 
tiebreaking basket and give Ne¬ 
vada its only lead of the night. 

“It’s such an unimaginable feel¬ 
ing,” Caroline said. 

The seventh-seeded Wolf Pack 
(28-7) move on to an all-upstart 
South Regional semifinal match¬ 
up with llth-seeded Loyola-Chi- 
cago (30-5) on Thursday night in 
Atlanta. Nevada’s only previous 
regional semifinal appearance 
came in 2004. 

Nevada earned its trip to At¬ 
lanta because Cody Martin led a 
comeback for the ages. 

The only bigger comeback in 
NCAA history came in 2012, when 
BYU beat Iona after traihng by 25 
points. Nevada’s rally is tied for 
second place with Duke, which 
erased a 22-point deficit to beat 
Maryland in the 2001 Final Four. 

“That locker room right now. 
I’ve never seen anything like it in 
my life,” Nevada coach Eric Mus- 
selman said. “It’s the happiest 
I’ve ever seen. It’s the happiest 
I’ve ever been in my life.” 

While Nevada celebrated, Cin¬ 
cinnati’s players stood silently in 
their locker room wondering how 
their defense that ranked second 
among all Division I teams al¬ 
lowed 32 points in the last 11 min¬ 
utes. The Bearcats also failed to 
make a single basket in the final 5 
minutes, 45 seconds. 


Cincinnati forward Gary Clark, 
the American Athletic Confer¬ 
ence player of the year, calmly 
answered questions for several 
minutes and blamed himself for 
not beating Hall to the rebound 
that decided the game. 

“I’ve probably got a million text 
messages saying you had a great 
year and career, but it comes 
down to that last rebound,” said 
Clark, who had 11 points and 10 
boards. “It could have gotten my 
team over the hump.” 

Hall instead got the rebound, 
made a move in the paint and put 
up a shot that hit the rim, kissed 
the glass and went in the net. 

“I saw an opening and tried to 
put as much touch on it as pos¬ 
sible because of how close I was,” 
said Hall, who scored 14 points. 

Cincinnati’s Cane Broome 
raced up the court, briefly lost 
control of the ball and then ap¬ 
peared to try putting up a shot 
that Nevada’s Caleb Martin 
knocked away. Clark and Caro¬ 
line then chased after the ball as 
the final seconds ticked away. 

Once the final horn sounded, a 
jubilant Caroline slid toward mid¬ 
court while Clark lay on his back 
under the basket. Television cam¬ 
eras caught Musselman taking off 
his shirt as he headed into a bois¬ 
terous locker-room celebration. 

“It’s crazy,” Caleb Martin said. 
“Coach works out every morning, 
so his shirt comes off a lot. So I 
know he’s definitely going to use 
this as an excuse to take it off, 
show a little bit of his muscle.” 

Cody Martin led Nevada’s furi¬ 
ous rally by collecting 25 points, 
six rebounds and seven assists 
with no turnovers. His twin 
brother Caleb tied the game by 
making a fadeaway three-pointer 
from in front of Nevada’s bench 
with 54 seconds left. 

Nevada’s rally came two days 
after the Wolf Pack erased a 14- 
point, second-half deficit to beat 
Texas 87-83 in overtime for its 
first NCAA Tournament victory 
since 2007. 


By Steve Reed 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
ultimate underdog story is over, 
but this NCAA Tournament will 
always be remembered for the 
sweetest No. 16 in college basket¬ 
ball history. 

UMBC’s brief, but historic run 
ended with a 50-43 loss to ninth 
seeded Kansas State on Sunday 
night. 

UMBC became the first 16 
seed to beat a No. 1, destroying 
top-ranked Virginia 74-54 on 
Friday night. After pulling off an 
all-time sports stunner, the Re¬ 
trievers ran out of magic against 
the Wildcats. 

“I’m proud of my guys, man,” 
UMBC senior guard Jourdan 
Grant. “We made history. Can’t be 
mad at that. I wouldn’t want to go 
out with another set of guys, man. 
I love these guys to the moon and 
back. This season, we’ll remem¬ 
ber it for the rest of our lives.” 

As UMBC coach Ryan Odom 
emptied his bench with 9.4 sec¬ 
onds left, the crowd gave the Re- 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

DETROIT — Syracuse barely 
got into the NCAA Tournament, 
getting the 68th and final spot. 

The Orange have earned the 
right to keep playing in college 
basketball’s showcase. And, no 
one will be excited about facing 
that zone defense. 

Tyus Battle had 17 points, 
Oshae Brissett scored 15, and 
llth-seeded Syracuse zoned 
Michigan State out of the tourna¬ 
ment, 55-53 on Sunday to advance 
to the Sweet 16. 

“No one plays zone like we do,” 
Brissett said. “We’re always mov¬ 
ing —and we challenge every shot 
— so teams never get easy looks 
against us. That’s why nothing 
surprises me with our defense.” 

Syracuse (23-13) will face 
second-seeded Duke (28-7) on 
Friday in the Midwest Region 
semifinals. 

Playing in his hometown with a 
chance to add another highlight- 
reel shot to this year’s NCAA 
Tournament, Cassius Winston 
missed an opportunity to win the 


trievers a standing ovation. The 
players hugged at midcourt. After 
the game ended, players walked 
over to the side of the court and 
gave their fans an appreciative 
wave. 

The dream had ended, but 
some players managed smiles as 
they left the court. 

“[UMBC] played their hearts 
out,” Kansas State coach Bruce 
Weber said. “UMBC, you’ve got 
to give Coach (Ryan) Odom cred¬ 
it. What they did to Virginia was 
unbelievable.” 

Barry Brown led Kansas State 
with 18 points and Xavier Sneed 
came up with some huge plays 
down the stretch, including a 
monster dunk off an offensive 
rebound. 

The Wildcats (24-11) move on 
to the Sweet 16 for the first time 
since 2010 when they lost in the 
Elite Eight to Butler. They will 
face No. 5 Kentucky on Thursday 
night. 

UMBC had only had two field 
goals in the final six minutes 
and shot just 29.8 percent for the 
game. 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Syracuse guard Tyus Battle, 
right, drives on Michigan State 
guard Matt McQuaid during the 
second half Sunday in Detroit. 

game for the third-seeded Spar¬ 
tans with a shot from about 45 
feet just before the buzzer. 

“It’s one of those shots you 
shoot as a kid,” he said softly. “I 
just came up short.” 

The Spartans came up short, 
long and wide all afternoon and 


UMBC’s scrappy defense 
forced 18 turnovers, but managed 
just three points off those. They 
finished 6-for-22 from three-point 
range two nights after lighting up 
Virginia. And 9-for-18 from the 
free throw line. 

“This entire week has been 
amazing up until the last two 
hours,” UMBC guard Joe Sher¬ 
burne said. “We connected with 
people around the world. We 
could tell during the game how 
many people were rooting for 
us.” 

K.J. Maura, the 5-foot-8 point 
guard, said: “We put our name on 
the map. We gave hope to smaller 
seeds.” 

And earned the admiration of 
their opponents. Brown made sure 
to congratulate the Retrievers. 

“I think they just needed to 
hear they had a great run — and 
what they did was history,” Brown 
said. “I just wanted to tell each 
and every one of them ‘You’re a 
great player, good job’ and just 
give them the credit. They earned 
it.” 


didn’t make a basket in the last 
5:41. 

The Orange forced the Spartans 
(30-5) to settle for three-pointers 
all afternoon and it worked bril¬ 
liantly in a duel between Hall of 
Fame coaches. Michigan State 
took a school record 37 shots be¬ 
yond the arc, making just eight. 

“The last couple of jump shots 
they threw up, they weren’t in the 
ballpark,” Syracuse coach Jim 
Boeheim. 

Syracuse has won three 
straight since being sent to Day- 
ton for the First Four as what the 
selection committee chairman 
acknowledged was the final team 
to receive an at-large bid. In low- 
scoring games, the Orange beat 
Arizona State in Dayton and TCU 
in the first round. 

As poorly as Michigan State 
shot, it had chances to escape 
with a victory. 

Miles Bridges missed a three 
with a chance to tie with 11 sec¬ 
onds left and teammate Joshua 
Langford missed a putback, but 
Syracuse turned the ball over 
with 7.9 seconds left. 


Clemson routs Auburn to make Sweet 16 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Clemson isn’t all about football. 

The Tigers are pretty good at basketball, too, and 
are going to the Sweet 16 for the first time in 21 
years. 

Gabe DeVoe scored 22 points and Elijah Thomas 
had 18 points and 11 rebounds for Clemson, which 
closed the first half with a 25-4 run that helped it 
beat cold-shooting Auburn 84-53 on Sunday and ad¬ 
vance to the Midwest Region semifinal. 

“I think it’s a statement game,” Clemson guard 
Marcquise Reed said. “I think we showed how hard 
we can compete defensively. I think it’s a real good 
game for us moving forward.” 

The blowout win put No. 5 Clemson (25-9) into 
the Sweet 16 for the fourth time overall and the first 
since 1997, earning it a spot against Kansas in the 


regional semifinal. 

It was a humbling end for No. 4 Auburn (26-8), 
which played this season under the cloud of a federal 
investigation into corruption in college basketball. 

The final 10y2 minutes of the first half were a 
nightmare for Auburn, which made only six of 33 
shots (18.2 percent) in the first half and 17 of 66 
overall (25.8 percent). 

“I really don’t know where we lost our focus,” Au¬ 
burn guard Bryce Brown said. “All I can really hon¬ 
estly remember is they had a few stretches where 
they came down and knocked down shots and we 
had a few stretches where we came down and took 
kind of bad shots at times and that led to easy fast 
breaks for them.” 

The rout was so complete that Clemson subbed in 
two walk-ons for the final two minutes. 


Orange in zone against Spartans 
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Florida State ousts No. 1 Xavier 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Florida State se¬ 
nior Phil Gofer knows the biggest key to mak¬ 
ing any comeback, especially in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Don’t get rattled. 

Now the Florida State Seminoles are on 
their way to the NCAA Tournament’s round of 
16 for the first time since 2011 after upsetting 
top-seeded Xavier with a furious rally. 

PJ Savoy made a three-pointer with 1:08 
left to give Florida State its first lead of the 
second half, and the Seminoles rallied from 
a 12-point deficit to beat the Musketeers 75- 
70 on Sunday night in the second round of the 
West Region. 

“Everybody kept their composure, and 
that’s what you got to do in March Madness,” 
Gofer said. “And I think we did it.” 

The Seminoles did just that when trailing 
by 12 with 10:42 left and outscored Xavier Sl¬ 
id down the stretch, including the final seven 
points of the game. 

“We were much better than Xavier in the 
last two and a half minutes of the game,” 
Florida State coach Leonard Hamilton said. 
“Sometimes when the games are close, that’s 


all that’s important.” 

They made Xavier the second No. 1 seed 
ousted in tournament’s first weekend, send¬ 
ing the Musketeers (29-6) out along with 
Virginia. It’s a painful ending for a team that 
returned four starters from a team that lost 
in the Elite Eight last year — to Gonzaga, the 
team Florida State (22-11) will play Thursday 
night in Los Angeles. 

“Obviously, tough loss for our group,” Xavi¬ 
er coach Chris Mack said . “Pretty emotional 
ending, the finality of what I think is the great¬ 
est sporting event in our country.” 

Senior guard J.P Macura said he felt this 
was the best team he’s played on. 

“For us to lose this early, it just, it feels terri¬ 
ble,” a quiet Macura said in the locker room. 

Savoy also hit a pair of free throws with 21.6 
seconds left putting Florida State up 73-70. 
Kerem Ranter shot an air ball from beyond 
the arc at the top of the key with 7 seconds to 
go for Xavier, and C J Walker added a pair of 
free throws with 6.4 seconds remaining. 

Terance Mann picked off a long pass by 
Paul Scruggs off Xavier’s inbound pass be¬ 
fore running in front of Seminoles’ fans to 
start the party. After jumping around on the 
court and hugging, the jubilant Seminoles ran 


over to their fans in the stands and slapped 
high-fives. 

This was sweet payback for Florida State 
after then-No. 11 seed Xavier routed the Sem¬ 
inoles 91-66 a year ago in the very same round 
in the same region. Hamilton lost his top three 
scorers — two to the NBA Draft — from that 
team. 

“Definitely,” Cofer said. “I don’t think any¬ 
body gets a chance to play them again two 
times in a year.” 

The Musketeers didn’t get the chance to run 
away this time around after they took a 12- 
point lead. They led 56-44 with 10:42 left. But 
Xavier didn’t score a field goal after Ranter’s 
jumper with 3:56 left for a 68-66 lead. Mfiondu 
Rabengele scored his second straight bucket 
tying it up at 68 with 2:32 to go. 

Scruggs hit two free throws with 1:49 left, 
and that was the last points for Xavier. The 
Musketeers turned it over three times after 
that, twice by star Trevon Bluiett. 

Braian Angola led five Seminoles in double 
figures with 16 points. Trent Forrest added 13, 
Savoy finished with 11, and Cofer and Mann 
each had 10. 

Macura led Xavier with 17 points, Rerem 
Ranter had 15 and Scruggs had 11. 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Texas A&M’s Robert Williams, right, celebrates after being fouled 
by North Carolina’s Theo Pinson (1) during the first half of Sunday’s 
econd-round game in Charlotte, N.C. The Aggies won 86-65. 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Purdue forward Matt Haarms, 
who filled in for injured star 
Isaac Haas, celebrates Sunday’s 
win over Butler in Detroit. 

Haas sits 
as Purdue 
tops Butler 

By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Without Isaac 
Haas, Purdue played fine for the 
most part. 

Until the last few minutes, 
when the Boilermakers’ season 
nearly slipped away. 

“We lost our poise there, but 
then we also regained it,” coach 
Matt Painter said. “And Dakota 
Mathias made a huge shot.” 

Mathias sank a three-pointer 
with 14.2 seconds left, and sec¬ 
ond-seeded Purdue held off 10th- 
seeded Butler 76-73 on Sunday to 
reach the Sweet 16 for the second 
consecutive year. Haas, the 7- 
foot-2 center who broke his elbow 
in Friday’s win over Cal State 
Fullerton, did not play, but the 
Boilermakers prevailed anyway 
despite a late push by their in¬ 
state rivals. 

Purdue (30-6) led by as many 
as 10 points in the second half 
of this all-Indiana matchup, but 
Butler (21-14) cut the deficit to 
two and had the ball in the final 
minute. Relan Martin missed a 
three-pointer, and the Boilermak¬ 
ers were able to settle down. 

“We can still win the game with 
that one possession and we were 
able to do that,” Painter said. 

The shot by Mathias made it 
76-71. 

“Once it left my hand it felt pret¬ 
ty good,” Mathias said. “Those 
last couple of minutes we kind 
of got out of our element, forcing 
some things offensively, not mak¬ 
ing the right read, to let them back 
in. ... Give Butler a lot of credit. 
They played hard. They’re a good 
team. We’re excited to come out 
with a win.” 

Martin scored with 2.1 seconds 
remaining, and PJ. Thompson 
missed the front end of a one- 
and-one, giving Butler another 
chance. The Bulldogs called a 
timeout with 1.8 seconds left, and 
Ramar Baldwin’s shot from near 
midcourt hit the rim — although 
it may have been waved off on a 
review even if it had gone in. 


Aggies 

surprise 

Carolina 

By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Texas 
A&M had its big men relentlessly 
snatching down loose rebounds, 
its wing players knocking down 
shots and an entire roster full 
of guys playing with aggressive 
confidence. 

Stunningly, reigning national 
champion North Carolina found 
no match for any of it. 

And just as shockingly, the Tar 
Heels are heading home with the 
most-lopsided NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment loss of Roy Williams’ Hall 
of Fame career. 

The seventh-seeded Aggies 
manhandled the Tar Heels 86-65 
Sunday in the second round of the 
West Region, marking the second 
straight year the titleholder has 
been bounced from March Mad¬ 
ness before the Sweet 16. They 
dominated the glass. They used 
their size to control the paint and 
block shots. And they pounced 
when UNC’s small-ball lineup 
couldn’t make an outside shot. 

The Aggies are moving on to 
the round of 16 for the second 
time in three seasons. 

“We had a certain togetherness 
today,” said the 6-foot-lO Tyler 
Davis, who had 18 points and nine 
rebounds for the Aggies. “We 
didn’t have the fastest start, but 
we were together the whole time.” 

It was a big upset based on the 
seeding. North Carolina’s tourna¬ 
ment tradition and the fact the 
Tar Heels have long been practi¬ 
cally unbeatable in NCAA games 
played in their home state. Yet 
Texas A&M — a team that peaked 


at No. 5 in the AP Top 25 in De¬ 
cember before going on a wild 
ride due to midseason injuries 
and suspensions — sure made it 
all look, well, routine. 

As for the second-seeded Tar 
Heels (26-11), any dream of mak¬ 
ing a third straight Final Four or 
repeating as champ was all but 
gone barely 90 seconds into the 
second half as the Aggies (22-12) 
went up 20. 

“It’s the most inadequate feel¬ 
ing I’ve ever felt,” Williams said. 
“I feel it all the time, last game of 
the year, but I think I felt it more 
today than any other time. I’m not 
ashamed to say I love these kids.” 


Davis and fellow 6-foot-lO for¬ 
ward Robert Williams helped the 
Aggies take a 50-36 rebounding 
advantage against a team that 
still managed to rank second na¬ 
tionally in rebounding margin, 
with Williams finishing with 13 
rebounds. T.J. Starks scored 21 
points to lead the offense, which 
shot 52 percent and made 10 of 
24 three-pointers — several com¬ 
ing with cool composure any time 
UNC tried to muster a push. 

Joel Berry II scored 21 points 
in his final game for UNC, which 
fell to 34-2 in NCAA games in 
their home state, the only other 
loss coming in 1979. 


WVU routs 
Marshall 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Two in-state 
foes being forced back together 
on the court by the NCAA Tour¬ 
nament thousands of miles from 
home became a one-sided cel¬ 
ebration for West Virginia. 

Jevon Carter was the one lead¬ 
ing the way. 

Carter scored 28 points, 
Lamont West added 18 off the 
bench and West Virginia over¬ 
whelmed its in-state rival beating 
Marshall 94-71 on Sunday night 
in the second-round of the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The Mountain State showdown 
out on the West Coast was all 
about the fifth-seeded Mountain¬ 
eers. Bigger, more physical and 
making fewer mistakes. West Vir¬ 
ginia (26-10) took control with a 
19-0 first-half run. Carter’s three 
three-pointers in the first five min¬ 
utes of the second half made sure 
there wouldn’t be a rally coming 
from the 13th-seeded Thundering 
Herd. Carter added five assists, 
five steals and four rebounds and 
did it in just 29 minutes, sending 
West Virginia back to the round of 
16 for the second straight year. 

The Mountaineers will face top- 
seeded Villanova next Friday. 

“We did it for the state,” West 
said. “We just wanted to go out 
there and play hard. We knew 
that we didn’t want to go home 
with [a loss] and we did what we 
could do.” 

Aside from his scoring. Carter 
was the leader of West Virginia’s 
swarming defense that made the 
night miserable for the Herd. Mar¬ 
shall star Jon Elmore had more 
turnovers than points in the first 
half and was held to 15 points. 

Ajdin Penava led the Herd (25- 
11) with 18 points, but Marshall 
had 18 turnovers and shot just 39 
percent. 
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Still streaking 

Blazers pick up 13th straight win 
behind Lillard, McCollum » Page 27 



Nevada’s Hallice Cooke (13) 
and Elijah Foster (12) 
celebrate the Wolf Pack’s 
75-73 win over the 
Cincinnati Bearcats on 
Sunday in Nashvile, Tenn. 

Mark Huitfihr^/AP i 


Mcliroy ends drought with victory at Bay Hill » Page 26 











